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Chairman’s Chippings…
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A very WARM welcome to the summer issue of Woodland Whispers! We have been very, very busy
since the last edition and have many new members, so I would like to welcome you all.

Wood Fair
This was blessed with awesome weather, lots of exhibitors and many visitors. A write-up of the event
can be found starting on Page 6.

Dorset Art Weeks
DAW followed a week after the Wood Fair. We had a great display in the classroom from wood to
glass. Anna and Dominic oversaw the 2 weeks with the help from other members over the course of
the event. We had well over 500 visitors who spent over £2,000 on work by our members.

Anna talked, and talked, and talked ‘til she almost lost her voice, with all visitors - not only about the
work that was on display but also about what we do at Bonsley and where we would like to be in the
future. I would personally like to thank both Anna and Dominic for their work over the 2 weeks. It
was hard work but always with a smile - Thank You.

The Coppice
We have been working hard at felling and clearing last winter’s coupe. We had a lot of ash wood to
get out, so in came Toby Hoad (www.greenwoodworkshop.co.uk) with his horses Fleur and Celine
who (in very hot conditions) extracted at least 10 cords in two days. Thanks again for all who came
and helped during this process to cut and stack the wood. There is still a lot to do with the coupe
fencing, weeding and clearing ready for planting this winter. Thanks to all who have spent a lot of
time and energy at weekend work parties and the Wednesday guys who have done an awesome job.

Survey
After the AGM the Board sent out an online survey. We had a fair response and, putting together the
results, it’s clear that we are doing the right thing and members are happy. We are endeavouring to
keep this going and have 2 members who are willing to take on new roles to assist us in achieving
this. Dominic will be taking over running and organising the Saturday Work Parties, and Anna is
stepping into the role of social secretary. I am looking at introducing more helpers later to help with
other areas, so if you have time and interest in getting involved, please contact me.

Jonathan West
Jonathan was a keen advocate of coppicing, woodland management and education in his wood - The
Whitelands Wood Project - near Petersfield. He passed away on 13th April after an accident in the
woods. I would like to offer our condolences to his family and friends. Jonathan’s daughter is
carrying on with the Whitelands Project and I wish her all the best with it.

Upcoming
We have a joint social meeting of Dorset and Hampshire Coppice Groups which you should have all
received an invite to. Please RSVP by email if you wish to attend.

Lots of shows over August so please enjoy the rest of the summer and stay safe.

David Ewers trades as Natural Woodcraft and is based in East Morden. He provides a range of
woodland products from woven hazel hurdles to treen, trugs and tent pegs. He can be found online at:
http://bit.ly/2rZKTh5

http://www.greenwoodworkshop.co.uk/
http://bit.ly/2rZKTh5
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Editorial

My apologies for the delay in sending out this issue. I recently
moved home and our internet supplier took a very “relaxed”
attitude towards getting our connection up and running.

Anyway, to business. There are articles this month from Jim &
Marg King about a new steamer they’ve been using, we look back
at the WoodFair in photos, I give you a brief account of a rare trip
to the ‘big smoke’ for a book launch and Ken Hilton gives us an
update on the Wednesday work party’s activities at The Living
Classroom.

If you have any comments, suggestions or articles for the autumn
newsletter, please email them to me at
greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com or by post to: Pete Etheridge,
Woodbine Cottage, Water St., Berwick St John, SP7 0EX. The
deadline is 30th September 2018.
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Front Cover: Hazel hurdles made during the competition at the Woodfair

Limerick of the Month: HEDGER JACK

Our resident poet, Jilly Snelson, has sent in a number of woodland and countryside based
limericks which we’ll be publishing in coming newsletters.

This month’s offering is about a hedgelayer called Jack. We would welcome any other
limericks people might like to offer (keep them clean please!) and Jilly has some useful tips
for composing them that we can pass on. Please email info@dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk if
you’d like a copy.

Hedger Jack

There was an old hedger called Jack
Kept his tools in a motheaten sack

As the sack fell apart, 
The tools did depart

All along the hedge and the track.

Jilly Snelson is one half of Touchwood Crafts, based in Holwell. Her and her husband, Pete, produce a
variety of greenwood and coppice craft products. They can be contacted at: coppiceworks@aol.com

mailto:greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com
mailto:info@dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk


Jim gets up steam…

With the vast increase in Willow Coffins we are finding it harder and harder to buy the buff
willow from the Somerset Growers. It takes a long process of boiling the willow for 8 to 10
hours and then stripping off the bark. The tannin in the bark then leaves a buff willow. The
advantage of this is that it can be soaked for only an hour or two before it becomes useable.

When chatting to Pete Jameson, Jim happened to ask if he knew where he could get a long
boiler to have a go himself as we have a surplus of brown willow. P.J. came up trumps again
and as if by magic the next thing we new a tank was being delivered strapped to the top of
Pete's faithful mode of transport.

Jim set to and dug a trench the length of the tank and then raised it on bricks with enough
room underneath for a fire. He blocked off one side and both ends to contain the heat. Laid
in the fire, filled the tank with water and sorted 400 willows to experiment.

The next morning Jim rose with the dawn chorus and proceeded to light up. By 6am the
water was boiling. He sent a text to Pete Jameson. Eight hours letter the first of the willows
was taken from the tank and it was found to strip very easily leaving a lovely smooth buff
willow.

We are now looking forward to tomorrow to experiment trying to use the still damp willow.
We will let most of it dry completely and then as usual wet it when we need it. If it works
well, it will certainly save us time and money traveling to Somerset.

Our thanks once again to the ever helpful Pete Jameson.
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Jim gets up steam… (continued)
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Jim & Marg King make a range of products from woven willow, including baskets, ornaments and
coffins. They are based in Holt and can be contacted on: marg_king@hotmail.co.uk

Two Dorset woodmen spotted at The New Forest
Show in late July 2018.

Photo courtesy of Trevor Innis



A New Sunroof?!
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“I know black cars are not good in the recent hot spell, but somebody should tell Peter this is 
not what is meant by a sun roof!” Perhaps a new sales pitch to car dealerships is required to 
boost the hurdle industry?! Ed.

Peter Jameson (aka Charcoal Peter) is based in Broadstone and produces lumpwood & artists’
charcoal, as well as pole lathe products. He can be contact at: charcoalpeter@gmail.com



WoodFair 2018
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The Dorset Coppice Group Wood Fair was held at The Living Classroom, Bonsley Woods, on Sunday
20th May (to avoid clashing with a certain royal wedding).

The Wood Fair attracted a good turnout of members who were keen and willing to demonstrate their
crafts and coppice/woodland products. I’m not going to attempt to list everyone who was there,
because I’m bound to miss someone out!

Marg, Leslie and Anna-Maria did a fantastic job on the food front, with meat this year coming from
Enford Farm which is just down the track from the Classroom. Cooking and serving food all day is
hard graft and we’re all hugely grateful to them for their efforts.

Toby Hoad was in attendance with one of his working horses, Celine, demonstrating their amazing
ability to extract large quantities of timber in a sustainable and low-impact manner.

Two competitions took place over the course of the Wood Fair, with results below:

Spar Making (sponsored by The Dorset Charcoal Company)
Highest number of useable spars made in 15 minutes. Judged by Trevor Ball.

1. Rod Miller (59 spars)
2. Ken Galton (51 spars)
3. David Ewers (39 spars)

Hurdle Making (sponsored by Dorset Fencing Supplies)
Competitors have one hour to weave a 6’ x 3’ hazel hurdle (zales already in place). Judged by Pete
Moors.

1. Darren Hammerton
2. Anthony Brown
3. Rod Miller

The following pages contain a series of photographs from the day so, if you were unable to attend, at
least you should get a taste of what went on!

http://www.dorsetcharcoal.co.uk/
http://dorsetfencingsupplies.co.uk/


Living Classroom News & Bookings
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Ken Hilton makes a range of items such as bowls, tee light holders, goblets, boxes etc. All of his work
is from his own designs and he tries to make each piece unique. He is willing to take on commissions
so if you would like something made, he can be contacted at ken.hilton100@gmail.com

Rod Miller – 1st place in the spar making competition with 59 spars.

Ken Galton – 2nd place in the spar making competition with 51 spars.



Living Classroom News & Bookings
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Ken Hilton makes a range of items such as bowls, tee light holders, goblets, boxes etc. All of his work
is from his own designs and he tries to make each piece unique. He is willing to take on commissions
so if you would like something made, he can be contacted at ken.hilton100@gmail.com

David Ewers – 3rd place in the spar making competition with 39 spars.

Toby Hoad’s horse Celine Mark Cottrell – thatcher and spar maker



Living Classroom News & Bookings
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Ken Hilton makes a range of items such as bowls, tee light holders, goblets, boxes etc. All of his work
is from his own designs and he tries to make each piece unique. He is willing to take on commissions
so if you would like something made, he can be contacted at ken.hilton100@gmail.com

Darren Hammerton (HCCG) – 1st place in the hurdle making competition

Anthony Brown (DCG) – 2nd place in 
the hurdle making competition

Rod Miller – 3rd place in the hurdle 
making competition



Living Classroom News & Bookings
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Ken Hilton makes a range of items such as bowls, tee light holders, goblets, boxes etc. All of his work
is from his own designs and he tries to make each piece unique. He is willing to take on commissions
so if you would like something made, he can be contacted at ken.hilton100@gmail.com

Jim King (DCG)

Jim Bettle demonstrating the art of charcoal making

Peter Lane (DCG Life Member) 



Film Corner

The two videos for this month are shown below. The first is a roundup of the Bodger’s Ball by Zed
from Zed Outdoors. The second is new DCG member Justin Sanford demonstrating spoon carving at
this year’s Bath & West Show.

Just click the images below to view (the videos should open in a new window):
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https://youtu.be/m2_iWjYZ3dY

https://youtu.be/dj5RUGTxSss

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwmURMfTfeg

https://youtu.be/dj5RUGTxSss
https://youtu.be/dj5RUGTxSss
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwmURMfTfeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwmURMfTfeg
https://vimeo.com/138075650
https://vimeo.com/223835984
https://vimeo.com/223835984


The Old Codger’s Column!
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So we spend the winter cutting the hazel stools and clearing the ground of the old growth of
brambles and ash sapling, of which there are thousands. We make piles of usable hazel, brash
and the hazel, which cannot be used. Some of the piles are for the insects to use as shelter. It is
important to have a good insect population and they are a good food source for the birds.

This year there were many trees that needed to come down in the coup to open it up so that the
new hazel has a good chance of growing straight and strong. Many of the trees were in not very
good condition. Most of the trees are now down but some will have to wait until winter.

I always get quite excited at this time of year because the hazel has started to regrow and the
coup has taken on a green carpet. It is amazing how quickly nature will start the growing process
and, in a few years, the small shoots will be ready to cut and we will have come full circle.

We have not yet finished in the coup as we are still tidying up and getting ready to fence the
coup to stop the deer from eating the new shoots. The deer have had a go at the new shoots
already but the hazel will bounce back once the fence is in place.

The woods this time of year are wonderful with the all the bushes and trees in full leaf. The ferns
are all out and everywhere is green. There seems to be hundreds of different shades of greens in
nature’s palette and we get to see all of them.

Now is also the time to think about September when we will be in another coup ready to do the
same again. Without wishing this glorious summer away we can’t wait to get started again.

If anyone wishes to join us at Bonsley on a Wednesday then come along you are all welcome. We
are quite a friendly bunch, honest.

Ken Hilton makes a range of items such as bowls, tee light holders, goblets, boxes etc. All of his work
is from his own designs and he tries to make each piece unique. He is willing to take on commissions
so if you would like something made, he can be contacted at ken.hilton100@gmail.com



‘Making Charcoal & Biochar’: Book Launch

Rebecca Oaks (of NCFed and CANW) launched her latest book on 9th June at Battersea Spanish in
London. Entitled ‘Making Charcoal and Biochar’, it promises to be a comprehensive guide to the
various and different ways of pyrolising wood into charcoal (and biochar).

Having met Rebecca at Charfest (Alan Waters’ charcoal event in Sussex) in 2016 and then again in
Lembach, France, for the European Charcoal Burners meeting in 2017, my wife Lynne and I were
delighted to be invited to the launch of Rebecca’s book.

Having never attended a book launch before, I was somewhat unsure what to expect. Spending the
morning perusing the delights of Borough Market however (including a fantastic lunch from ‘Gourmet
Goat’!), put me in a fairly positive frame of mind.

It was nice to arrive at the venue (Battersea Spanish) to be greeted by a host of familiar faces, not
least fellow Dorset Coppice Group members Jim Bettle and Pete Jameson. It was a blisteringly hot
afternoon (can anyone remember otherwise?!) so the offer of a cold beer was gratefully received.

As well as DCG members, other prominent members of the charcoal burning community were
present, including Don Kelley, Alan Waters (Wildwood Charcoal & Coppice Products), Matt Williams
(formerly of the Oxford Charcoal Company), Craig Sams (Carbon Gold Ltd) and James Hookway
(Hookway Charcoal Retort).

Rebecca began by introducing her book and
explaining how it had come into production.
She eloquently described the magic of
producing charcoal as well as touching on
biochar and the, possibly as yet unrealised,
benefits that this product may have.

Don Kelley, Alan Waters and Craig Sams then
each gave brief talks about their experiences in
the charcoal industry, before we all retired for a
delicious BBQ buffet and rare networking
opportunity.

All in all, Rebecca seemed keen to use the event
not so much to promote her book, but rather as
an opportunity to further the British charcoal
industry.

Rebecca should be lauded however, for
producing a useful and practical guide for
charcoal burners that, as a relatively new
burner, will stay by my side for many years to
come.

Pete Etheridge trades as Greenwood Coppicing and is based in Berwick St John. He provides coppice
cutting & restoration services, hedgelaying and ecological consultancy work. His website can be found
at: www.greenwoodcoppice.wordpress.com
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http://www.greenwoodcoppice.wordpress.com/


Dates for your Diary

2nd Saturday of every month – Bonsley Wood Work Parties
Work parties continue to be held at Bonsley Wood on the 2nd Saturday of every month. In the winter,
this will mainly involve coppicing & woodland management works, whilst outside of the cutting
season, there are always maintenance tasks & improvements to be made to the Living Classroom.
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Courses
The following courses are taking place at Bonsley over the course of the summer. Please see details
at: http://dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk/courses/ or contact David Ewers for more information.

Walking Stick Making
Saturday 11th August 2018. Members £40, Non-members £50

Make a one piece and a two piece walking stick under the guidance of Pete Snelson.

Introduction to Coppicing
Saturday 20th October 2018 – FREE

Spend the day in the woods with Dorset Coppice Group, learning the basics of coppicing and how to
do it safely & efficiently . Lunch provided in exchange for a donation.

Dorset & Hampshire Coppice Group Joint Social

The place: Sixpenny Brewery Tap Room (Holwell Farm, Holwell, Cranborne, BH21 5QP)
When: Sunday 19th August

PLAN A
For the real ale connoisseur (or prosperous coppice worker!)

Arrive at 11am and enjoy a one-hour brewery tour. Cost is £9 which includes two pints of product, or
a pint and a bottle to take away, or a pint and a 6d glass to keep. Approx. value of beverage £7.00 so
your tour could be thought of as £2.00 cost

PLAN B
Arrive at 1.45pm and head for the row of tables with the Dorset and Hampshire flags and network
with your fellow colleagues in the trade and have something from the bar.

If we have enough people book Plan A, pizza or similar can be laid on (wood fired of course) if not
Pete will do a run to the City (in Dorset terms!) of Verwood with some takeaway orders.

Please RSVP to info@dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk by 7th August 2018

We will work on trust with a ‘pay on the day’ basis but a commitment to attend Plan A incurs a
cancellation fee after 7th August

Looking forward to seeing as many members as possible,
Pete Jameson (The middle man in both committees)

http://dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk/courses/
mailto:info@dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk


For Sale…

Woodburning Stove

Large “Villager” Woodburner with side tanks which can heat water [but don’t have to].

Replaced at my home because (i) it produced too much heat for the room; and (ii) although my
predecessor had arranged for it to contribute to both hot water and central heating, I wasn’t happy at
the safety of the installation and doubted if HETAS would be either.

Might suit somebody with a very large living room or draughty workshop. Make me an offer!

George Darwall - 01747 811888 - ghddarwall@yahoo.co.uk
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Ride-On Mower

Ride-on lawnmower, purchased secondhand but, due to changing circumstances, no longer needed
and not used (by me).

It starts and drives fine and I can’t see any holes in the mower deck. I haven’t tried the mower but
was assured by the previous seller that it works fine.

I’m offering it for sale for £200 to be collected from Templecombe (South Somerset). I can provide
photographs on request.

Pete Etheridge – 07793275039 – greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com

Pickup Truck Canopy

Truckman ‘high top’ canopy.
Bought secondhand with my
Ford Ranger and since replaced
with an Ifor Williams. It would
fit a supercab Ford Ranger Mk3
(as pictured – truck not
included!). It has a lock but no
keys!

£50 to be collected from
Templecombe.

Pete Etheridge – 07793275039
–
greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com



Committee Members

The following list shows the current committee members, their roles and contact details.

Position Name Tel. Email

Chair David Ewers
01929 
459731

naturalwoodcraft@btinternet.com

Vice Chair Pete Moors
07717 
182619

i_love_wood@yahoo.co.uk

Secretary Jilly Snelson
01963 
23680

coppiceworks@aol.com

Membership 
Secretary

Trevor Ball
07585 
895614

rampisham.keeper@btinternet.com

Bonsley Work 
Groups

Pete Snelson
01963 
23680

coppiceworks@aol.com

Part-timer 
Representative

George 
Darwall

01747 
811888

ghddarwall@yahoo.co.uk

Member Peter Jameson
07729 
437553

charcoalpeter@gmail.com

Newsletter Pete Etheridge
07793 
275039

greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com

Other Officers

Position Name Tel. Email

NCFed Rep. Ken Hilton
01202 
823662

ken.hilton100@gmail.com

Classroom 
Bookings

Cora Wilkins
01258 
268559

corataylor98@gmail.com

mailto:naturalwoodcraft@btinternet.com
mailto:i_love_wood@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:coppiceworks@aol.com
mailto:rampisham.keeper@btinternet.com
mailto:coppiceworks@aol.com
mailto:ghddarwall@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:charcoalpeter@gmail.com
mailto:greenwoodcoppice@gmail.com
mailto:ken.hilton100@gmail.com
mailto:corataylor98@gmail.com

