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Welcome to the latest SSCG Newsletter!  
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• Introduction 
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Introduction 

Firstly, I would like to thank Roger Day for producing this newsletter in the past. I hope I can produce something of 

similar quality. 

The SSCG will be 21 in 2018 !!!! We are planning to organise a celebration. Further details to follow. 

There have been a lot of changes to the committee since the last newsletter. The new committee is as follows: 

Chairman Wayne Jones chairman@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Treasurer Rob Warren treasurer@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Secretary John Waller secretary@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Membership Jane Martin membership@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Shows Steve Wright shows@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Merchandise Ian Swain merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Speakers Bob Hewitt speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Webmaster Beth Shepeard webmaster@coppicegroup.org.uk 
Newsletter Sarah Brown newsletter@coppicegroup.org.uk 

Sarah Brown 

Chairman’s Report 
 
This is my first report as Chairman of the Group so I would like to thank my predecessors for their efforts on behalf 
of the members.  
 
The AGM this summer was a critical moment in the history of the group with the real threat of closure. A number of 
committee members were moving on and Chris needed to stand down after 3 years as chairman.  I am grateful to 
the new committee members for volunteering their valuable free time to ensure that the group continues.  We had 
several members from Hampshire Coppice Group attend to lend their support. It’s great to see the Coppice 
community taking the time to support each other.  
 

SSCG has been left in a strong financial position with good reserves in the bank.  
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Our current show business model is working well.  We attended a number of shows this season and I am grateful to 
Steve Wright for continuing his excellent work as show secretary. It’s a huge role requiring a lot of time liaising with 
Show Organisers and members wishing promote the group, and educating the public about Coppicing and traditional 
skills. Whilst we have a good number of members regularly supporting the shows it’s important that when members 
book a pitch they actually attend. We had quite a number of no shows at several shows, which makes Steve’s work 
more difficult and reflects badly on the Group.  
 

Our November meet is our last meeting at Buchan Country Park. The stewardship of the park has changed so the 
park is no longer hiring out the hall in the evenings. The Visitor centre has proved a popular venue. I am sure our 
new venue for 2018 at Warnham Nature Reserve will prove equally popular.  
 

I’m keen to hear the members ideas for the group moving forward and what can we do better to ensure that the 
group continues to improve. 
 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the next meeting which will also be an EGM as our constitution 
needs a couple of small adjustments. 
 

Wayne Jones  
 

Diary 
• Members’ Meetings (7.30pm to 9.30pm) 

16th November 2017 @ Buchan Country Park, Horsham Road, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 9HQ 
15th February 2018 @ Warnham Nature Reserve, Warnham Road, Horsham, RH12 2RA 

19th April 2018 @ Warnham Nature Reserve 

26th July 2018 @ Warnham Nature Reserve (this meeting will also be the AGM) 

15th November 2018 @ Warnham Nature Reserve 

• Committee Meetings (7.00pm to 10.00pm) 

18th January 2018 @ The Shy Horse, 423, Leatherhead Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ 

22nd March 2018 @ The Shy Horse 

14th June 2018 @ The Shy Horse 

25th October 2018 @ The Shy Horse 

If you want to attend the Committee Meetings, please email chairman@coppicegroup.org.uk. 

• Shows 2018 

To Be Confirmed 
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NEW OPPORTUNITY AT ROWHILL COPPICE 

Rowhill Nature Reserve is looking for a new coppice worker, either established or someone who wants to become a 

coppice worker.  

The wood, near Aldershot, is an area of 55 acres and a 3rd of it is commercially viable coppice. There was a break in 

coppicing between 1948 till 1968 when volunteers took over. Even though the re-coppicing has been done piece 

meal, the forestry cycle of 18 years was reduced down to a 12-year cycle until the survey work was complete and is 

now on an 8-year cycle on the hazel.  

There are three cants of hazel cut each year plus strips under the power lines; the powerlines are due to be removed 

early 2018 and there is a large amount under the power lines as well. There is also some sweet chestnut which has 

been coppiced to supply post and rail fencing and split fencing posts. 

Ideally anyone who was interested would be liaising with the Volunteer society and assisting with publicity days to 

promote woodland management but would not be working with the volunteers unless they choose to do so. The 

most important part is to maintain the coppice cycle within the reserve. The aim of the society is to enhance and 

maintain the reserve, so if they can find a coppice worker they are fulfilling their role.  

Rowhill Nature Reserve is a beautiful area and a popular recreation space for local people. This is a fantastic 

opportunity to work a commercial coppice with an established customer base and promote the many benefits of 

coppicing to the general public with the help of a dedicated team of volunteers. 

Any enquiries or questions, please phone Roy Champion on 07767 324765. 

 

FIRST AID TRAINING 

I have over the years attended many First Aid refresher courses. Some run by First Aid organisations e.g. British Red 

Cross and the St Johns Ambulance Brigade and a handful of specialist independents including Mountain Rescue and 

Rail Network. 

I am a firm believer in First Aid training and would go as far as legislating it prior to attaining a chainsaw qualification, 

purely on the grounds that it could save a life, If not your own! 

It is 3 years since my last refresher and as part of the Health and Safety remit to my company staff, sub-contractors 

and clients, I need to be ‘in ticket’ including the +F part required by the Forestry Commission and now various other 

clients. 

I only had 1 month before expiry of my current certificate to find someone who could refresh me! And came upon 

the notification via the Coppice Group of Wayne Jones’s course, which was competitively priced with an additional 

discount to Coppice Group members and included the +F element. Thus, I enrolled and arrived at the woodland 
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training area on a wet and windy Saturday morning. (Great for me as most other organisations train during the 

week). 

The next two days were spent in an informative, knowledgeable, up to date, relaxed atmosphere with a professional 

team of staff, honing and practising my skills, in the environment I normally work in. 

Despite years of being a First Aider I managed to learn new techniques and keep abreast of the new tools and 

equipment available, without the need to break the bank account. 

Many real-life scenarios were encountered, practised and dealt with by pupils, supervised by the technical staff. The 

words ‘Help, Help’ will never again make me think we have to have run out of tea bags in the brew kit! 

We covered all that was required to fulfil the certificate and the +F element at a good pace and with excellent 

instruction. Never again will I book a classroom based refresher course. This course is a must for those working in the 

woods and at less than half the cost of courses run by the other organisations, exceedingly good value for money. 

Course details from Wayne Jones 07771 540184 – info@forestknights.co.uk 

Steve Wright 27/10/17 

 
 

 

PRODUCT REPORT - CORDLESS TOOLS PART 2 

Following on from the last article on Cordless Chainsaws I thought I would share some more information with you. 

I made the decision to go with Dewalt Cordless Tools about 15 years ago. There were other makes available Makita – 

Ryobi – Hitachi etc., however I needed a battery system that fitted all the cordless tools I needed when working 

away from a power supply, so I chose Dewalt on the grounds that they had at the time the largest range, knew the 

mailto:info@forestknights.co.uk
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brand from my past life and if they were good enough for the American market, then were probably strong enough 

for me! And being bright yellow in colour made finding them in long grass easier!! 

The old adage comes to play again with Dewalt or any make of drills – ‘yer gets what yer pays for’. You can get any 

make of cordless drill from Screwfix or the sheds (B&Q, Homebase, Wickes etc.) for around £100.00. Most come in 

carrying cases with charger and a couple of batteries, but look deeper – 2AH 18 volt batteries are fine if you want to 

put 100 screws into kitchen units during the day, but won’t drill 30mm holes in timber all day (you will probably use 

8 batteries). Also, the cheaper kits have a less top end specification e.g. torque, decent chuck and a brushless motor. 

One of the jobs we do on a regular basis is to drill ¾” holes in Sweet Chestnut and use a tenon cutter to cut dowels. 

In a morning we can cut 500+ tenons so having a drill with a high torque is vital as using one with a low torque takes 

2-3 times longer, uses more battery power and eventually burns the motors out despite having thermal cut outs. We 

also tend to use 5AH batteries and maybe get through 2 a day with this type of use. 

So as a rough guide think of this when buying: - I use Screwfix as an example. 

18v Brushless Combi £149.00 2 x 3AH batteries, charger and case (plastic chuck) max torque 65Nm. 

18v Brushless Combi £314.00 2 x 2AH batteries, charger and case (metal chuck) max torque 70Nm. 

18v Brushless Combi £419.00 2 x 5 AH batteries, charger and case (metal chuck) max torque 95Nm. 

All have similar features, but torque is the most important for long fast hole drilling. Normally the higher the drill 

model number the higher the torque e.g. DCD 785 65 Nm – DCD 795 70Nm – DCD 995 95Nm. 

So, you really do get what you pay for and only the rich buy cheap, cos they can afford to buy twice! 

Dewalt not only have a 230 volt mains charger they also have a 12 volt/18 volt charger so you can charge your 

batteries on the way to your job! 

Within the range now are circular saws, great of you are having to rip through sheet ply. Nailers, mitre saws, saw 

benches, jig saws, sabre saws etc., etc. 

In the next article I will write about some of the above tools and the time and money they can save. 

Steve Wright 27/10/17 
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