
Diary ERROR !!!
Hello dear friends, please let it be known. An otherwise informatively 
compiled diary last issue had multiple issues. Firstly the members 
dates were switched with committee dates for the printed versions, 
only two copies thankfully. April Members’ meeting was incorrect for 
some electronic versions. NOT the 6th April please... it is the 20th April. 
Please check everything regardless, here at the back page or on the 
website. No unwanted journeys necessary.

20ish - and something
On to warmer climes, after a very upbeat Committee meeting in 
January, we are hopefully set as a team to deliver some new 
experiences and progressive actions for the group this coming year. 
TBC....a day of celebration for our 20th group anniversary; A new show 
stand dedicated to membership information; An interactive members’ 
services map to guide the people to your products; and more..... Read 
our Chairmans Report to have greater insight.

The show diary has expanded, with out of house events too. Mark 
Allery is your contact for two shows at the Weald and Downland 
Museum, and Allan and Jo are returning with their Famous and not to 
be missed Charfest. Details are on the diary page. 
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HomeChairman’s Report 

th      Chairman’s report Autumn 8  November 2016

Christmas has gone and no doubt seems a long time ago no. Where did January go? To me it just 
disappeared in a blink of an eye. Despite the cold spells we have had, nature seems to be pushing 
forward though. In the Hazel copse I’m doing this year the catkins are open and I noticed this morning, 
where I’m cutting Birch for brooms, the buds are already filling and some almost ready to burst. 
Everything seems to be getting earlier and earlier each year.

 I guess January disappeared because I seem to have been relentlessly busy. That also seems to have 
been the case for most of the committee at our last meeting.

In the last committee meeting we discussed the need to do a bit of a re-fresh on our logo and general 
feel of the website and show materials. In effect we need to re-brand ourselves so we appeal more to a 
younger audience and hopefully start attracting more youngsters into the group. We have some ideas 
and I must thank Roger Day for the effort he has gone to in thinking through the possibilities for a new 
logo. The committee though really would welcome some support and assistance. If we have anyone in 
the group who has experience with creating graphics and is prepared to put in a few hours to help 
please make yourself know to one of the committee members.

th
This year is our 20  Anniversary as a committee we are discussing how we may be able to mark this. 
We are still in the thinking process so anyone in our membership who has some thoughts please pass 
them to a committee member. We are currently thinking of putting something together for our AGM in 
the summer. 

At the last members meeting the need for Data protection concerning the information we hold about our 
members was mentioned briefly. You will be aware that we only hold a small amount of data and it is 
limited to that which is essential to record that you are a member and some contact details. On further 
investigation we now understand that we do not need to be registered with the Information 
Commissioner’s Office for the amount and nature of data held. If anyone is concerned about the 
information the group hold about you then please do get in touch with Alan Sage who will let individuals 
know what is held for them. I can assure you that the data we hold is as secure as computer systems 
allow and it is not and will not be passed to any others or organisations and definitely not be ‘sold’ to 
anyone.  

I know many of us plan our show season at this time of the year. Do please keep checking our website 
as new opportunities are being added as they surface. If you are interested in attending ay shows this 
year please ensure you let Steve Wright know your plans. 

th
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the next member’s meeting on the 16  February 
at Buchan Park Visitor Centre, Crawley at 7.30.

Chris Letchford

Committee Contact
For the purpose of simplifying document continuity in the future, here are the new mail addresses that will forward 
enquiries to the relevant current committee members......Their individual details are available from the website.

membership@coppicegroup.org.uk
shows@coppicegroup.org.uk
speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk
treasurer@coppicegroup.org.uk
webmaster@coppicegroup.org.uk

chairman@cooppicegroup.org.uk
discounts@coppicegroup.org.uk
merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk
newsletter@coppicegroup.org.uk
secretary@coppicegroup.org.uk

enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk



Mysteries of the Living Tree
Attached are some pictures of an unusual shaped oak in ST Wendel Germany.
We always spend Christmas in Germany with my inlaws and came across this oak in what is on the 
whole a very well managed forest of tall straight oak and beech trees. The trunk had actually grown 
pretty straight despite the unusual bit at the bottom. Would be good raw material for Sculpture?!
Our Springer Spaniel is average size for comparison.

Suggestions as to causes most welcome.

Roger Crabb 

HomeFeatures

Simon Weaver’s Tips

Local rechargeable light company based in Pulborough. Work lights / Bike lights etc.

http://exposurelights.com 
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Winning the lottery saved my life
Member Andrew Mackenzie writes........ 

We've all, I'm sure, imagined what it would be like to learn that we've won the Lottery wondering how we'd 
react. Would I jump up and down? Shout and scream? Look furtively over my shoulder and hope no one had 
noticed so I could keep it a secret?

When it happened to me it was a case of none of the above - I cried. My tears were a mix of joy, shock and 
relief. The joy and shock reactions were perfectly understandable but the relief may sound strange to you unless 
I was in debt and that was not the case fortunately.

My entry into the Lottery occurred on Wednesday 29th January 2014 and 17 days later I was being driven by my 
son to collect my prize, the gift of life.

The Harefield Transplant Team wanted me there as soon as possible as the surgeons were ready and waiting 
for me with my new lung. Can you think of a more amazing winning Lottery Ticket - my family, friends and I 
can't?

Two years earlier after what were originally thought to be a series of chest infections I was diagnosed with 
Idiopathic (unknown origin or cause) Pulmonary Fibrosis. It is a form of scaring on the lungs that keeps 
progressing until no oxygen can pass through. Men over the age of 50 are susceptible. I was 59 and told I had 
2 - 4 years.

I found out on what we thought was a routine visit to the chest clinic and on this occasion my wife was not with 
me. How do you tell your wife and best friend of then 33 years your days are numbered? That was desperately 
hard as I wanted to be able to offer some hope when there was none. I plucked up the courage to tell her that 
night whilst sitting in bed and I'm struggling to remember much detail.

The next most difficult was to tell our two sons whom I love so much. We had a lovely lunch in the garden 
with boys and their wives then my wife asked the girls to help her clear up the plates. I took the boys down 
the garden and managed somehow to tell them. The girls were hearing the same news indoors. Like us they 
were knocked for six by our revelation. I'm not sure if it got easier as we let the rest of the family and friends 
know; so much has happened subsequently that things do blur. 

After a year I was on oxygen, lugging my tank around strapped to my back and with a lead upstairs for use at 
night. A bit of a bind but I could still do everything although increasingly more slowly and for shorter periods. I 
had to learn to pace myself across the day so I still had enough energy to allow me to socialise with friends 
and family and to be able to climb the stairs at night.

It was a difficult time and never a minute went by without thinking of the clock ticking and how we should plan 
for the future. Humour has always played a part in my life, much to my wife's annoyance at times - "You 
always joke too much!" being a regular comment aimed at me. Well, I decided I wasn't going to change just 
because I was terminally ill and I was going to try and prove the Doctors, Nurses and Physios that I could beat 
it by will power and exercise. For the first year or so I could out walk all their tests at the toughest levels but 
the figures didn't lie, my lung function was deteriorating and gradually my stamina too. I still played darts at our 
local club and horrified our captain when I asked him to hurry up one night as some of us didn't have a lot of 
time to waste! The rest of the team were in stitches. Enjoy life whilst you can and don't take yourself too seriously.

Last October I was being assessed for the Transplant List which previously I was told was very unlikely. Every 
cloud has a silver lining and my illness proved to be a silver lining event. One of the transplant tests uncovered 
the fact that I needed three stents which they did on the spot. Apparently I was a ticking time bomb in spite of 
having played sport all my life (not that well, but I did play it) did lots of running and played squash regularly 
against my son until the illness onset.

Now my heart was safe from previously dodgy arteries I had to wait three months whilst on medication before I 
could be considered for the list. It was a long wait. I could now barely walk to the end of our road even with 
my oxygen tank but I wasn't going to give in. We went to The Harefield Hospital on 29th January where we 
met up again with the Consultant. He too has a good sense of humour and asked if I wanted to go on the list 
now and I recall the expressions "Now let me think about this" & "No brainer" coming from his and my lips and 
all of us laughing. Fortunately he agreed and said he'd do his best to get me a pair as soon as possible. As it 
turned out I was in greater need than we'd thought and they gave me a new right one that was in their words 
"a perfect match". That meant it was as big as they could fit inside me and "not to worry as it will push your 
heart over to the left a bit more if needs be." They're the experts so if they say it's fine then it's fine!

I had the operation on Monday 17th February 2014. Operations and me don't mix well which is odd when you 
realise I hardly had a day off or been ill in my life until now. Tonsils out as a child, blood transfusion; Hernia 
aged 57; only one to have to stay in overnight and two weeks before I could walk to the end of the road – what is it about 
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After a couple of days I had an acute rejection of the lung - quite normal for all transplantees and I am likely to 
get others down the line which are treated with antibiotics. Far too simple for me to settle with that so I 
contracted phenomena as well, plus Emphysema. 

For two weeks I was oblivious to the world and even had a spell on the dialysis machine my wife tells me. 
When the rejection occurred I could not breathe. I'm not a panicker, I joke things off. I panicked. I clearly 
remember looking through an opening into a green field and asking this beautiful doctor if I was going to die and she 
assured me I wouldn't. Two weeks later when I was on the mend I talked to my wife about the conversation - apparently 
none of that had happened as she'd called a nurse over when I started to struggle for breath and all the alarms went 
off.

To cut what is already a long (lung?) story down from being a challenge to War & Peace, I spent two and a 
half weeks in intensive care tended by the most amazing, caring and dedicated people I have ever had the 
privilege of meeting. Don't knock the NHS at least not in my earshot please - it is an incredible institution.

I did my best to enjoy and above all appreciate my time in Intensive Care doing exactly what they asked of me 
and to the best of my ability. I had a tracheotomy which meant I could not speak for days until they could fit a 
speaking device in my neck. I asked a Doctor if I would be able to sing when they removed the device and he 
assured me I would. (I couldn't believe he fell for it.) But at least he laughed when I told him "That's 
amazing because I couldn't before the operation!"

One of my nurses was a big lad (20stone plus) called Jim and probably 30 years my junior who insisted on 
calling me "son". I needed magnesium apparently and they fed it to me through my neck so that was good, 
however, it does give you the runs ..... big time. I mean to say that 14 bouts of diarrhoea in 12 hours is not 
to be sniffed at so to speak. He never batted an eyelid whilst attending to me bless him. I gained the name of 
"Bedpan Man" with that shift - a well earned accolade if you ask me. I called him Vaseline Man and I'll let you 
work out why!

An extended stay in bed destroys muscles incredibly quickly. I lost 2.5 stone and looked as if I'd just been 
released from a prisoner of war camp. I had to learn to walk again as well as how to inflate my new big lung 
but I was alive and getting better every day. Eventually I was moved to the recovery ward and the hallucinations 
finished. I started on physio to rebuild the wasted muscles. One night I needed a bed pan that was just out of 
reach - I don't think it was a sneaky physio trick to keep me exercising. I went to stand up from the edge of 
my bed and promptly collapsed on the floor - my legs had run out of energy for the day. The nurse found me 
on the floor crying with laughter - how can your legs forget how to function after 60 years of constant use?! 
Well, I found it funny. From then on I made sure anything I needed was closer to hand.

Mid March I was allowed to finally go home. I still had a massive challenge ahead of me but I had an exercise 
plan, my own personal trainer who would scare the marines (the wife) and now time to get fully fit. To start 
with everything was a major struggle.
I had to learn how to breathe properly again to enable me to fill the whole of this amazing new lung; no longer 
shallow puffing with oxygen - it was just me and the air we all breathe.

I borrowed two plastic chairs from the fishing club  - one in the shower and one outside. I couldn't stand very 
long but gradually I managed more and more. I upped the exercises as much as I could, sometimes suffering 
the next day as a result but if you tell me I can only "do 5 of these"  I have to try for 10, that's just me. 
Step ups and standing up from a chair without using my hands were possibly the hardest until my thigh muscles 
started to recover. The steroids I have to take are also working against muscle development just to make it a 
bigger challenge ...... I like a challenge but this one was somewhat annoying!

Alongside the exercises, one of the greatest helps was the support of family and friends coming to visit and 
encouraging me. Without them the journey (which is still under way) would have been much harder. I shared 
every triumph and challenge with them and they listened and supported me and my wife so much I cannot thank them 
enough.
The encouragement when I'd ring and tell them I'd managed to go a further 10 yards on the 6 minute walk test 
was so important to me to give but one example.

Slight gradients or steeper have been the one thing that has been a sticking point for me. I don't get puffed out 
anymore but calf and thigh muscles burn quite quickly from the exercise. I'm guessing that one lung can't quite 
feed enough oxygen to keep them operating for longer. A short rest though and I'm ready to go again and 
managed the whole of Guildford High Street in January this year (2015) with just two one minute pauses.

Features
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The 6 minute walk test target is 400 metres for a reasonably fit adult according to the Hospital Physios. Last 
month I was put to the test again and I was determined to cover at least the 400. To start with we were led 
around the ground floor as the Trainee Physio hunted for the lift. Then she opted for the three flights of stairs - 
I was puffing a bit and the legs were letting me know they'd been working. I sat down in the gym whilst she 
checked my temperature and blood pressure and allowed me to settle down after our brief hike. 4 minutes into 
the walk - which was going really well - she said "Stop. I'm really sorry but I've knocked the stop button on 
the stopwatch and we'll have to start again!" "You know I like a challenge" I said " but I thought you liked 
me!"

It was time to sit down again for a bit whilst she checked my blood pressure etc again and said how quick my 
recovery time was. I think I said "Thanks".

So off we (I) went again this time timing myself too. When I had just 12 seconds to go I thought "Why not" 
and jogged the last bit for the hell of it. I covered 470 metres - I wonder how far it could have been if we'd 
found the lift and not had any timing issues? Next time ............... 

Nine months have gone by and my progress has been awesome; I have been playing with our grandson, planting 
bulbs with him and bouncing on his little trampoline with him. I've been back out in the woods for a while now felling small 
trees, loading & delivering logs unaided, playing darts again although the drugs do sometimes interfere with fine 
muscle motor skills - a great excuse when I miss my doubles.

Life is fantastic. I am an incredibly lucky husband, father and grandfather surrounded by wonderful people. I 
can now continue to enjoy all of life's ups and downs - and they are both to be enjoyed and relished. Twelve 
months ago I would have died as my remaining original lung stopped functioning. I will still die but I have been 
given the gift of life and time. If you ever see me and think I'm wasting it please point it out as I owe so many 
people for this gift I never want to knowingly waste it.

The future – I ordered more Sunflower seeds which my grandson and I have planted this summer plus potatoes in bags 

and pumpkins too. I will be jogging soon on my little treadmill - I hope by next month, but if not then, soon after. Next it will 
be set to an incline and once I can manage 500 metres I will return my Blue Badge which has been such a 

blessing but I won’t need it anymore. I celebrated my 1st birthday on 17th February – the day when I was given a 

new life and I’ll celebrate again in September my old birthday at 63.

I can hardly believe this has all actually happened. The scars and the 16 tablets a day show otherwise. I am 
alive because of someone else's gift after their passing.

Please consider becoming a donor so that other granddad's like me can carry on growing sunflowers with their 
grandchildren.

www.organdonation.nhs.uk/how_to_become_a_donor/registration/consent.asp

Andrew Mackenzie

Chestnut Pale Wiring Machine

Original message from The Hampshire Coppice Group

From Alistair Ballantine

Email: robertballantine@btconnect.com

Post code: KY7 6LQ

Message: I am selling a chestnut pale wiring machine, since I will be
withdrawing from fencing manufacture.
If any of your members are interested, I would be pleased to forward
details and pictures of the machine, and air compressor.



Ruth Wheeler’s Work, projects and material requirements 2017 

Ruth Wheeler is again artist in residence on Birtley Estate she will be exhibiting in the Sculpture 
Exhibition this May as well as running creative workshops in Carving and Pyrography throughout 
the months of May , June , July , August.

She has a base in the roundhouse and also a wood yard in the yard at Birtley .
Its going to be a busy year!!!

She will be trying out Art fairs in Brixton and Bath this year ,so we will see how that goes 
hopefully better than the yoga festivals , although into the wild, Lewis was a good one for me last 
year !!

 The Woodland Trust have asked Ruth to work on a Community Sculpture Project in Penn and 
Common Woods near High Wicombe. She will be working with 2 local schools to create temporary 
willow sculptures and engaging with the young people in designs looking at the heritage of the 
woods and local area. It is the birth place of the Windsor Chair apparently and was made from the 
Beech wood ( I think ) that was grown all around there. My brief is to make 8 pieces of art which are 
inspired from the surroundings and find good view points as well as resting areas along the trails.

Ruth is after any  off cuts of 3/4 /1 inch/11/2 inch milled boards  that are green to seasoned 
depending on the price . She wants to recycle and make out of peoples waste and access to the job 
requirements. Please get in touch with her on ruthwheeler.sculptit@gmail.com if you have any piles 
of bits and bobs???

Home

Insurance Renewal Update
I've just had my Insurance renewal through and the premium has jumped 9%.

I'm going to complain and hopefully other members will do so too!
Have lots of us been falling out of trees or dropping logs on our toes to justify the increase?

I've managed the odd splinter and with steel toe caps my feet are fine, plus I'm far too old to climb anything, otherwise 
nothing and no claim(s).

Andrew Mackenzie”

“Hi,
Many thanks for the renewal invitation but I would appreciate an explanation of the 9% hike in premium.

Year 1 was £280, last year £291 and now it's £24 more @ £315. May have to look elsewhere guys.
Kind regards,

OUTCOME! 
I've been offered and accepted a reduction to £293, just £2 up on last year.

Goes to show asking can pay/save.
Kind regards,

Andrew.

Please be aware

Plans to make all Surrey Wildlife Trust Rangers redundant.

The link below will allow you to register your support for a petition to change the proposed council policy.

Surrey County Council - Petition to: abandon plans to cut the Council’s funding of the Surrey Wildlife Trust 
that will result in the redundancy of all 16 Countryside Rangers in April 2017

Info
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Membership Renewals
Annual subscriptions for the Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group are now due for 2017.
Please either send in a cheque, made payable to 'Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group' and post it to 
me at:-

Alan Sage
Tinkers Rest,
Oreham Common,
Henfield, Sussex, BN5 9SB.

Or alternatively you can make a direct bank transfer into the SSCG account, or set up a Direct 
Debit:
Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65367982

Please make sure you email me the reference for any bank transfers so that I know who has paid.
If your payment is not received before 31st March 2017 your membership will be considered to 
have lapsed. Any new members who joined after July 2016 are considered to have already paid 
their membership for 2017.

Here's a reminder of some of the benefits you currently receive by been a member:

Quarterly Newsletters.
Quarterly Member Meetings with talks, lively debate & free refreshments.
Discounted Training & Training Bursaries.
Free Web Advertising for your Business.
Free Email & Web Forum with other members.
Free Attendance to numerous Shows & Events.
Free Social & Business Networking Opportunities.
Free Use of & Business listing on The Wood Register.
Numerous Product & Service Discounts.
Bulk Purchasing.
Affiliation with the National Coppice Federation.
A Common 'Voice' to other organisations, such as the 
Forestry Commission.

All that & more for just £25, or free if you are a full time 
student.

It would be great to get all the subscriptions in as soon as 
possible. I will look forward to seeing you all again through the 
course of the year.

Alan Sage
Membership Secretary
membership@coppicegroup.org.uk

The Wood Register
The Wood Register web site is now 

live. The windows & iphone apps are 
still in development but a test android 

version is available for download

Some members who are looking for 
more wood to cut have already listed 
their businesses on it, but the next 

phase will be to get larger land 
owners like the Forestry Commission, 
MOD, AONB's etc to use the site as 

well as private owners. We've already 
received interest from county Wildlife 

Trusts & the Woodland Trust.
We will be publicly promoting the site 

via woody press mags & to other 
organisations in the coming weeks & 
months. If you have any connections 
or suggestions that may help, then 

please let me know. The site is 
getting a decent number of visits & is 

high on the major search engines.
Connecting woodsman with 

landowners is one of the groups main 
objectives & we hope that this 

initiative helps you find the wood you 
need to be productive & profitable.

Alan Sage
www.thewoodregister.co.uk

http://thewoodregister.co.uk/App.html



Members Meetings

Guest speakers  
16th February - Simon Humphreys.

20th April - Penny Green

Committe Meetings

Shows

7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park, Horsham Road, Crawley, W.Sussex. 
RH11 9HQ

16th Feb – 20th April – 13th July (AGM)- 16th November

Simon is the Voluntary Reserve Manager at the Dawcombe & Fraser Down Nature Reserves 
managed by Surrey Wildlife Trust. He will include in his presentation the Dawcombe Veteran Tree 
Project that seeks to enhance existing veteran trees on the reserve and create new ones. To get a 
flavour for the start of the project in 2013. Check out......
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-surrey-22693777
To find out more get the date in your diary and come along.

Penny is the resident ecologist on the 3500 acre Knepp Estate near West Grinstead. The estate 
offers a variety of experiences for the visitor (https://kneppsafaris.co.uk/) underpinned by sensitive 
management of the landscape. Penny is responsible for guiding the safaris and the biological 
monitoring of the rewilding project. If you want to know how to manage on the large scale for both 
economic return and for the enhancement of the environment then get along to this meeting.

7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423, Leatherhead Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ
23rd March – 15th June – 26th October

Those with an * indicate that expenses may be claimed for group members attending.

There are two shows new to SSCG -Blindley Heath and Edenbridge. These are both run by the 
same organiser who has stated a stronger emphasis on rural crafts than previous years.

Contacts are: Steve Wright (07801 386264); Mark Allery (mark@woodlandantics.com);
Alan and Jo Waters (07887 868583 or wildwoodcoppice@btinternet.com)

All words and pictures are presented as part of a not for profit publication. There is no intention to publish or print any content out of context of it’s lawful 
copyright. The editor accepts no responsibility for opinions, misrepresentation or misquote, or any part of content given and  published in good faith.
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