
“Hasten to the light,
of warmth those nights,
of longer, coloured, shadows musing through the day,
A season’s drawing in by hands,
across the pages turning
years, worked true on Nature’s path,
our steps return.........”

Those who know me are well accustomed to my playing 
with material boundaries and possibilities. Thus so, 
whilst making a machine tray for my newly restored high 
precision tool lathe, using an old copper tank I rescued 
years ago. To remove years of heavy scale I first used 
chemical then physical means. A process of etching, 
oxidation and quenching arrived at this timely seasonal, 
ethereal landscape, as an exciting bonus on my way to 
a whole new development of wood cutting tools as yet to 
be.....  Please look out for Will Wallace’s contribution in 
similar vain this issue..... Wood Shaping Innovation old 
and new abound.... The future to reveal.......

So to our members pages for the last quarter of 2015. 
Feature story by Richie Hobbs as well as packed with 
full reports and useful info................
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THE HISTORY OF AN ACRE 

            An Acre is 4840 sq yds ----- the area enclosed by a square whose sides are 

            just under 70 yds long.  The measure , originally a long , narrow strip , was 

            fixed by Edward 1 in 1305 . It was based on the amount of land which a man 

            with two Oxen could plough in a day !!  

            40 Rods long , 4 Rods wide . The Rod , which was the pole used to drive the 

            Oxen , was 5 1/2 yds long . 

            An Acre can produce Several Hundred Hurdles , 10 miles or more of Stakes

            and Binders , Countless Bean Rods and Pea Bale , 10 tons of Potatoes , or 

            19 cwt of Hops . It can support 4 Sheep for a year or 1 Milk Cow for 6 Months.

            A Football Pitch is about 1 3/4 Acres and a Square Mile contains 640 Acres. 

                                                        R . M . Hobbs 

The Editor - Roger Day Wood Sculptor

http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
http://www.rogerday.eu


HomeChairman’s Report 10/2015

Chairman’s report Autumn 2015-10-21

It seems to have been a busy period for everyone I have spoken too. For those of us making 
the most of the shows we can now breathe a sigh of relief to know they are over for another 
few months. 

As you know we have been operating with a reduced number on the committee and I am 
pleased to be able to report that Steve Wright has volunteered to join us and take on the 
organising of shows for next year. At our committee meeting last week we had a bit of a re-
shuffle of roles to try to re-distribute the work Ian White has been handling very well to date. 
Membership Secretary will now be in the hands of Alan Sage, other secretarial matters will be 
in the hands of Will Wallace and John Sinclair has stepped in to take the Treasurer role. I was 
reminded that our constitution tells us we have to have a members vote at the AGM for 
Secretary and Treasurer roles so I hope you will all allow us to bend the rules a little and take 
a vote on the appointments at the next members meeting. 

To take us into the ‘modern world’ the committee has approved the use of Facebook. Sarah 
Richards has volunteered to run the site for us and will no doubt advise us what we need to 
do. My guess is we will need to help by providing regular content to her. Facebook, like other 
social media mechanisms is excellent for getting messages out and letting others know what is 
going on. Some business now rely on it as a major source for advertising so used the right 
way we might find it helps us sell our products. Thank you Sarah for volunteering to undertake 
this.

The committee members discussed each of the supported shows that have taken place and all 
were positive except Bentley. We will have a discussion on further support for Bentley at the 

thnext member’s meeting on the 19  November.

One of the things discussed at the committee meeting was that we have a lot of new members 
but each of us would probably find it difficult to identify them. New members, probably can’t 
identify long standing members and so it goes on. Calling all members, including new ones, 
please can you send in a photo and a few words as a short profile about yourself to Roger 
Day. Roger will then put some of them in the newsletter each time to help us all get chance to 
learn about each other.  

Our joining of the National Coppice Federation has now been completed and we are formally 
an affiliated group. That means we can take advantage of their reduced rate insurance cover. 
Details are on their website (NCFed.org.uk) but if you apply for a quote you must mention you 
are a member of SSCG and entitled to the discount otherwise Beech Tree insurance will not 
apply the discount!!!

I attended the NCFed AGM last weekend. A report will be prepared and should be included in 
the newsletter with this report. 

th
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the next member’s meeting on the 19  
November at Buchan Park Visitor Centre, Crawley at 7.30.

Chris Letchford



NCFed AGM and the Cumbria and North West Group Gathering

th
On 16  October Alan Waters and I started the long drag up to Cumbria to attend the 
gathering. I have to say the weekend was well organised and our thanks goes to Grace and 
her team for getting it all together.

Fellow coppicers from all over the country came (around 80 in total) but as far as I could see 
Alan, myself and Paul Vodden were the only ones from SSCG. It was a great opportunity to 
have a good chin wag over many coppice related topics and share thoughts with others 
from different groups. What was very clear was that what we think of as coppicing is very 
different to what others consider it to be. What I would term thinning in a woodland is 
coppicing to some.

On the first day we had the chance to watch and join in with a number of activities that 
included ‘shake’ making (shingles as we know them), long bow making, Swill basket 
making, spoon carving and Les Brannon joined in with his dolly peg making. Inspirational for 
a number of us, the swill baskets and how to split the oak into thin strips has set the mind 
whirring!

We then had a chance to visit 3 different woods each with a different theme and Stott Park 
Bobbin Mill, which I attended. I found this a fascinating experience to find there were once 
65 similar mills operating in the general area in the past. The mill is a health and safety 
nightmare and I understand the experienced worker was identifiable by the number of 
fingers absent from hands! They made bobbins for ‘export’ to the cotton mills near 
Manchester as the main product but diversified as necessary to ensure the workforce kept 
busy. It is well worth a visit of you are ever up that way.

Later in the day we all descended on the ‘Yan’ a purpose built visitor centre for the Forestry 
Commission further up into Grizedale for the NCFed AGM. At that meeting voting took place 
to appoint Directors and my appointment was approved along with others. (SSCG have now 
completed their game plan and have someone in place to represent them and help influence 
matters!)

The AGM was followed by a fascinating talk on tree health by Barnaby Wylder form the 
Forestry Commission and a very amusing and enlightening closing talk by Walter Lloyd the 
CANW president.

Sunday saw discussion groups being established to focus thoughts on Charcoal and 
redesign of bags, Hazel propagation and the Pricing and Selling of Coppice products. It was 
interesting to realise how many different viewpoints there can be on subjects and also how 
fortunate we are with the strength of SSCG. I know if anyone in our group has a problem 
with something and airs that problem on email there will always be someone in our group 
who can provide useful tips or contacts. That is definitely not the case for many other 
groups.  Reports from each of the sessions will be sent out when I receive them.    

All in all a very good weekend just a shame it was so far away.

Chris Letchford
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SSCG Shows 2015 Review

The Bredhurst Woods Show

The Surrey County Show 

he Weald & Downland show

Pippingford

Bentley

Loseley

PTO.....

So last year we were asked to attend 3 major shows and this year it was 7....apparently we must 
be doing something right and we are much in demand!
There was a wide variety in all respects this year; location, size of show (footfall) number of 
demonstrators, diversity of activity, weather, pretty much everything but overall we did extremely 
well and were well received.

, hosted by Steve Wright was our first foray into the wilds of Kent 
and Bredhurst Woods Action Group’s first foray into running a show. I was amazed and impressed 
at the number and quality of demos from both the group and others on display. It was never likely 
to be a major ‘money-spinner’ but that was not the point; you have to start somewhere and it was 
a good start and, if it were to happen again, we could do better in future and it could develop 
nicely. Well done Steve and well done all who turned out.

was next up and presented some ‘opportunities for improvement’. Our 
designated area was poached by an extremely large and immobile threshing machine and 
associated hardware so the group did what the group does; we made the best of it and worked 
round the situation. The organisers were suitably embarrassed, highly impressed at how we 
handled it and the eventual result, and I’m confident will be more than amenable to us having our 
previous area (ie prime location) back next year.

There was some confusion concerning whether or not T  was a 
group show or not, so I guess I should just clarify. The basis of a group show is that the organisers 
hire the group for a fee, and everybody is then on exactly the same deal. By that I mean that 
people can go and fulfil our remit (demonstrate, educate, inform, entertain etc.) safe in the 
knowledge that if they don’t make enough to cover their costs (nominally £50 per day) they can 
claim from the group and not be out of pocket. This means that those demonstrating things from 
which no sale might arise (ie Ben Willis adzing out chair seats or Frank Widdowson with his 
shavings under the microscope) don’t need to lose out by supporting the group. It also means that 
if the show is poorly attended, washed out or whatever members can at least get something for 
their efforts.
The key element is that everyone is on the same deal, a level playing field. We have in the past 
had some shows where some members were being paid, others were getting expenses, others a 
free pitch and others nothing at all. There is nothing to stop individuals going to whichever shows 
they wish on whatever basis they agree but these are not group shows.

Next up was the start of something big at . Those of you who remember the heyday of 
Bentley will no doubt recall Paul Webster who has started this new show on the calendar. Many of 
the ‘creme de la creme’ from other shows were there and the site was great. I’m not suggesting 
that there isn’t scope for improvement but there is a very good chance that it will develop into a 
really top flight Woodfair, and very little chance that it will morph into a candy-floss and Jacuzzi 
funfair. Little or no money was made this time round (hence the value of the group’s business 
model for shows) but the future looks bright.

After that the grand 20 year anniversary of  couldn’t have provided a greater contrast. I 
have heard a great deal about it and none of it was good. We have discussed it in committee and 
will no doubt discuss it further in due course but for now, enough said!

, also run by the Surrey Agricultural Society followed; they changed their dates specifically 
to avoid a clash with Bentley so that we could attend and continued their helpful and amenable 
approach. We put on a very well received display, the sun shone, the natives were friendly and 
everyone was happy. All good....and we can do better next year.

Reports
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Continued from previous page....

Birtley, the Surrey Hills Woodfair

Belmont

 has come of age. About 8 years ago I was asked if it was a 
viable idea and it was agreed to start slow and small, work out the logistics and build it up over 5 
years. This approach has worked and this year we and they achieved ‘critical mass’. They had 
about 7,000 through the gates, the visitors came thick and fast, and left, in many cases carrying 
more product and less money. We were joined by several new members; Jake Whitcroft with his 
woven willow coffins, Nick Richards with some of the finest walking sticks I have ever seen, and 
many more. Overall it was one of the best group efforts seen ever. We have some fine tuning to do 
but overall it was great.
It shows the benefit of starting small and slow and building from there which is one reason I firmly 
believe that Pippingford and Belmont will become great shows given a little time.

, the last show of the season again in Kent was a good example of many things. Firstly 
how well we can do even when our numbers are low and secondly how professional we have 
become while doing it. The gate numbers were low (probably about 1,000-1,200 over the weekend 
- more than Surrey Hills in their first year) and some traders on the field on Saturday completely 
failed to see the potential and got downhearted and irritable and let everyone (including the visitors 
know). We, on the other hand, even though it was the smallest turnout I can remember in recent 
years, did what we do and had a good time and were universally well received by the visitors 
some of whom even parted with cash!  It is a nice setting, has virtually no competition in the area 
and will develop year on year into a major event.

All things considered a good show season and my thanks to all those who turned out on behalf of 
the group and special thanks to Steve Wright who is picking up on running shows in the future.

Cheers to one and all,

John Sinclair.

Reports
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Alpine Fencing

Willam Wallace says..............
 “Mum has been having a tidy and has given me some photos of traditional fencing from the South 
Tirol in the Italian Dolomites. It looks like cleft mountain softwood lashed on with withies. A very 
lovely pattern indeed if someone is looking for a bit of a challenge.”
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A Lodge Builder’s Tale

 PTO

 

  When my work partners parents made me aware of a festival type 
event that was happening East Sussex way, little was I to know. All 
they mentioned was the site organisers might need some dividing 
hurdles to separate trader and workshop areas from healing and 
children`s areas.
  On speaking to the organiser he seemed very enthusiastic about 
the idea, but he seemed to want something else, a structure of 
some sort, and he asked me to build it, ``yeah no problem`` I said, 
``Iv`e got tons of hazel and need projects to use it up on``, Lying Toe 
rag, I could see many problems having never built a ``Structure`` 
before, but who was to know.
  He first mentioned a rectangle shape building like a Viking Long 
House but we soon agreed on a more ancient English design that 
was round and used the same amount of materials, we agreed and 
took it from there. 

  So during the winter coppice season prior to the event I collected 
wood for the project that I thought would be useful to our cause and 
ended up with eighty bundles of weavers, over a hundred stakes 
and eighty to ninety roof poles and various other pieces of wood. 
We arrived on site on a very wet Thursday, I mean it was pissing 
down, there were lots of empty fields and just over a week until lift 
off.
  None of us felt very enthusiastic about building the `Structure` in the rain, so we sat in my land 
rover and got stoned, no, joking apart, we did even contemplate `not` even unloading the van and 
just driving off home again, glad we did`nt. By the end of the Friday 
we had a circle of stakes, a spiral doorway, two or three feet of walls 
and a hole in the only water pipe to cross that field !! By the time we 
arrived back on site on the Tuesday morning things had changed 
somewhat. 

  We meet a fellow site crew guy and he informed us the site had 
moved six miles up the road and all that was left here was my half 
structure........was this guy serious, or just playing a very sick joke, 
nearly punched his lights out though. He then took us to the new 
site, even moor empty bigger fields. There was a shortage of ideas 
at this time I remember, my main one was to get the hell out and call it 
quits, I did`nt have the time, wood or inclination to start again, so we came up with cutting what 
we`d done so far into sections and transplanting it to this site, so the birth of the mobile 
roundhouse was born without even realising it !! After waiting a day and a half for a lorry big 
enough , that`s what we did. Wednesday late afternoon all the 
pieces arrived so we set to work, using all the daylight and some 
darkness to build a frame to work on first thing. 

  Thursday arrived and we set to work in earnest, we weaved and 
daubed all the hours god gave us, and some, it was definitely Friday 
when we stopped. Same story for Friday, the walls were complete 
and the roof was well on the way, already part thatched with brush 
wood, the loan of some tarps for the rest was well handy and the 
finishing touches were finally made, well beyond midnight, we`d 
done it, what I`d thought impossible two days earlier had been 
achieved.......

Features

High Stakes First Time

So Far So Good

Move to Bigger Fields

Summit in Sight



Fun with Citric Acid, easy rust removal
 I needed to clean and remove rust from a big batch of old woodworking 
machinery cutters and didn't want to use anything too harsh or 
abrasive, or be taking up my days scraping away ineffectually. One 
alternative is electrolysis, but it seemed very fiddly for the small cutters I 
needed to deal with. A bit of research brought up the use of mild acids 
as a simple method.
  Favourites seem to include cheap vinegar, a watery mix of molasses 
or dilute citric acid. A quick test with an old bit of citric acid that was at 
the back of the kitchen cupboard showed it to be just the job, so I scaled up the process in a 
plastic crate with around 30 litres of water and 600 grammes of food grade citric acid powder. 1 
kilo of powder costs around £7 including delivery, which would clean off 
a huge amount.
 In use, I found that a couple of days soaking was plenty to loosen rust 
and grot to the point where a toothbrush or Scotchbrite pad would get 
the cutters back to bare metal in seconds. I am told that warm water or 
warm weather speeds things along, but timing didn't seem too critical- 
with a bit more scrubbing and movement I managed to get some small 
bits cleaned off within a couple of hours. After the acid and scrubbing, 
everything was then dropped into a rinse bucket containing water and a 
little sodium bicarbonate to neutralise any remaining acid.
 The rust removal is so thorough that the steel will start to 'flash' rust within seconds when dried 
off, so I was careful to give everything a coating of oil after drying off with compressed air or a hot 
air gun.
  Overall it's a very easy thing to do, with the basic precautions of not flicking the acid solution into 
eyes, and wearing mechanics gloves. Handling raw steel and acid tends to give you seriously blue 
stained hands, and it stings if you get it into a cut. One thing to consider is that the acid is not 
brilliant at removing oil, and it doesn't remove most paints, so some things will need degreasing 
before dipping.

I've also been tinkering with lanolin as a rust preventer and lubricant on 
bits of machinery. It's very tacky and thick in the raw, but it can be 
dissolved easily in white spirit and a bit of lightweight oil to make a very 
handy coating and all round maintainer.

William Wallace
http://www.woodlouseindustries.co.uk

HomeFeatures

Continued from previous page 
 In four days we had done two weeks work by any standards, 
and it felt like it, How proud was I, having never built anything 
in my life before to be stood before this six foot high one 
hundred foot round hurdle with a roof and a spiral doorway 
and the
capacity to hold any type of workshop with any amount of 
people so long as it did`nt rain, proper proud I can tell you. 

  So wherever you meet us in the Earth Lodge this summer, 
that is the tale of how the original Roundhouse from East 
Sussex was built, I hope you enjoy the space as much as we 
enjoy building it each time.

R . M . Hobbs
email: richardhobbs69@gmail.com

A Shared Vison Complete
(bar the Covering)



Committee Contact
For the purpose of simplifying document continuity in the future, here are the new mail addresses that will forward 
enquiries to the relevant current committee members......Their individual details are available from the website.

shows@coppicegroup.org.uk
training@coppicegroup.org.uk
speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk
treasurer@coppicegroup.org.uk
webmaster@coppicegroup.org.uk

chairman@cooppicegroup.org.uk
discounts@coppicegroup.org.uk
merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk
newsletter@coppicegroup.org.uk
secretary@coppicegroup.org.uk

membership@coppicegroup.org.uk
enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk

Training Bursary Update
It was decided at the last committee meeting that the training bursary scheme we introduced at the 
end of last year will continue through 2016.
This means that anyone who has been a member for more than two years can claim up to 80% off 
any training cost(s) up to a maximum of £200.

To download the application form or for full details please see our web site:
https://coppicegroup.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/bursaryapplicationform.pdf

Alternatively you can contact any committee member for a printed copy. Please remember to allow 
time for your claim to be processed, as it needs to be submitted prior to any training taking place.
Alan Sage

Product Standards
We now have three product standards listed on our web site
(https://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/product-standards/). These will serve as standards when 
group orders are taken. If you currently make any products that aren't listed, then please feel free 
to submit one to the committee so it can be adopted by the group.
Alan Sage

Info Home

Invitation from The Woodland Trust

Dear Woodland Owner
You are invited to attend a FREE Ancient Woodland Restoration Workshop
Friday 4th December in Laughton, East Sussex 11 am to 4pm

This will include sessions on woodland management, planning and grants available
The afternoon session will also include an opportunity to visit some local woods to look at 
restoration work underway there, weather permitting
Lunch will be provided.Further details to be confirmed.

Booking is essential: to register or for more details, please contact Jim Smith-Wright on 07768 
506664 or email jimsmith-wright@woodlandtrust.org.uk
We hope to see you there!

Jim Smith-Wright
Ancient Woodland Restoration Project Officer
Low Weald
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk


Diary 2015...... Remaining......

Members Meetings - Buchan Country Park, Horsham Road, Crawley, W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

19th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park

Guest speaker for the19th November 2015 member’s meeting will be Laura Henderson of the 
Forestry Commission. Laura will be talking about the new Countryside Stewardship grants for 
woodland management and how to apply.  She will also have information on the latest Leader 
funding that is currently available. Hope that is helpful! Cheers!

Graham West - speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA

British Woodland Survey

All words and pictures are presented as part of a not for profit publication. There is no intention to publish or print any content out of context of it’s lawful 
copyright. The editor accepts no responsibility for opinions, misrepresentation or misquote, or any part of content given and  published in good faith.

Diary

New equipment register set up by stihl to help protect your gear & inform others of any recently stolen items to look out for.
www.arbsafe.co.uk

Sponsor of

Home

The Wood Register Update
The Wood Register web site is now 

live. The windows & iphone apps are 
still in development but a test android 

version is available for download 

Some members who are looking for 
more wood to cut have already listed 
their businesses on it, but the next 

phase will be to get larger land 
owners like the Forestry Commission, 
MOD, AONB's etc to use the site as 

well as private owners. We've already 
received interest from county Wildlife 

Trusts & the Woodland Trust.
We will be publicly promoting the site 

via woody press mags & to other 
organisations in the coming weeks & 
months. If you have any connections 
or suggestions that may help, then 

please let me know. The site is 
getting a decent number of visits & is 

high on the major search engines.
Connecting woodsman with 

landowners is one of the groups main 
objectives & we hope that this 

initiative helps you find the wood you 
need to be productive & profitable.

Alan Sage

http://thewoodregister.co.uk/oneweb
media/_The_Wood_Register.apk

The Wood Register
Apply Now

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://www.arbsafe.co.uk
http://www.kellykettle.com/
http://thewoodregister.co.uk/onewebmedia/_The_Wood_Register.apk
http://thewoodregister.co.uk/

