
Tree Wisdom

Dear Friend ,
Stand tall and proud
Sink your roots deeply into the Earth,
Reflect the light of a greater source.
Think long term,
Go out on a limb,
Remember your place among all living beings.
Embrace with joy the changing seasons
For each yields its own abundance,
The energy and birth of Spring,
The growth and contentment of Summer,
The wisdom to let go of leaves in the Fall,
The rest and quiet renewal of Winter.
Feel the wind and the sun
And delight in their presence,
Look up at the moon that shines down upon you
And the mystery of the stars at night.
Seek nourishment from the good things in life,
Simple pleasures
Earth, fresh air, light.
Be content with your natural beauty,
Drink plenty of water.
Let your limbs sway and dance in the breezes,
Be flexible,
Remember your roots
Enjoy the view!

By Ilan Shamir

Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
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Prayer of the woods

I am the heat of your hearth on the cold winter nights, the friendly shade screening 
you from the summer sun and my fruits are refreshing draughts, quenching your 

thirst as you journey on.

I am the beam that holds your house, the board of your table, the bed on which you 
lie and the timber that builds your boat.

I am the handle of your hoe, the door of your homestead, the wood of your cradle 
and the shell of your coffin.

I am the bread of kindness and the flower of beauty.

Ye who pass by, listen to my prayer:
“Harm me not”.

http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com


HomeChairman’s Report 03/2016

Chairman’s report June 2016-06-29

A lot can happen in 2 months. Since the last report the NCFed conference has been and gone. So 
has summer. The Guildford show has also taken place. Unless you were existing on a desert 
island without any communication you won’t have managed to miss the fact that the referendum 
has finally taken place. Probably most important for some, is that England are out of the European 
Cup.

The NCFed conference seems to have been successful. All the feedback was positive and many 
old relationships were re-kindled and new ones formed. Without any prompting 4 of the main 
speakers highlighted in different ways that the downturn in coppicing in the late 1980s and early 
1990s has had a devastating effect on wildlife be it, Dormice, Insect (butterflies) or wild flowers. 
What was clear and agreed was that just carrying on coppicing the amount currently undertaken is 
not enough and if the decline in wildlife is to be stopped or reversed then more coppicing has to be 
carried out. One thing everyone seemed to be saying was that deer numbers are increasing and 
more control has to take place.  I have produced write up of my view of the conference and it 
should appear as a separate article in the newsletter.

The Guildford show has been and gone and I understand from John Sinclair that we were located 
in yet another part of the showground this year. Weather was not great so I guess numbers 
attending were down a bit on previous years. Although not said, I gained the impression from John 
that our position this year was not great as we ended up a bit disjointed rather than being a 
cohesive group of woodies together.

Hopefully you will have seen my email about our need for new committee members. I have asked 
for the words to be put into the newsletter too. We really do need other members on the committee 
if the group is to continue in the longer term. I know some of our members have very good 
reasons for being unable to volunteer and a number have already served so I really hope we will 
have some new volunteers coming forward for election at the AGM!!!  You will recall from the last 
newsletter that I had intended to step down from the Chairman role for personal reasons but 
because we are also losing two more committee members, for very good reasons, there does not 
seem to be anyone willing or able to take on the role so I will stand again for re-election at the 
AGM but this will be the last year.

It is too early to tell what effect the referendum outcome will have on us. I guess the politicians 
need time to sort themselves out before they commit to the UK version of Countryside 
Stewardship and other grant assisted support so for the next couple of years it is ‘business as 
usual’. On the charcoal side though it ‘feels’ more positive as, presumably, we will not be bound by 
the ‘REACH’ regulations going forward so the potential for prosecution for not registering might be 
reduced. The NCfed are looking into this currently and I will report when I have something more 
concrete. 

Unfortunately, I will not be able to be at the AGM this year. I will be visiting my daughter and new 
granddaughter in Australia and don’t think I can justify return flights for the meeting! Will Wallace 
will be presiding this year. I really hope we have a good turn out this year.

Best wishes to all.   

Chris Letchford

      



Home

Your committee needs you – HELP

It is coming up to the AGM again where we elect our committee. For the last couple of years we have 
been fortunate that most of the committee have been willing to be re-elected to carry out their allotted 
tasks even though we have been light on committee member numbers.

Unfortunately, for very good reasons, two of our committee members are having to stand down. We will 
be losing both Graham West and Will Wallace. This now leaves the committee very short on numbers. 
The more committee members we have the less burden it is for each of us. The lower the number of 
committee members the less we are able to do for the group and some of the expected tasks will simply 
not be addressed. If we have less than 4 committee members and no one is willing to take on the group 
secretary role we simply cannot operate according to our group constitution.

In the last newsletter I expressed my desire to stand down from the Chairman role. Personal 
circumstances, unfortunately, mean I am unable to give the role as much time as I believe it needs. 
However, at the last committee meeting it was clear that there is no one else willing or able to take the 
role on so I will stand again for election but this really will be my last year. I am willing to continue as the 
NCFed rep too unless someone else has a burning desire to take on the role.

On the committee we currently have:

Chris Letchford - Chair, NCFed rep and training (but training has had to be set aside for the present as I 
have no time and group members have not expressed a burning desire for any activity to take place)
John Sinclair - Treasurer and shows although the shows are in the process of being handed over to 
Steve Wright
Steve Wright - Shows
Ian Swain - Merchandise
Alan Sage - Member secretary and Wood register
Will Wallace - Group Secretary and Discounts
Graham West - Members meetings / speaker organisation
Roger Day - Website, Newsletter and innovations

Assuming the remaining committee members are willing and able to carry on (and assuming they are 
voted in to do it) that leaves us in a situation where we are going to be short of a group secretary, 
someone to organise members meetings and speakers and someone to organise discounts for group 
members with a variety of suppliers. So 3 roles but we would like to have 4 new committee members to 
help us share the tasks a little more evenly.

The committee is not like a lot of other group committees that are heavy on politics with loads of 
infighting. We simply don't do that. We are focused on trying our best to support and further the interests 
of the group. Please don't be put off volunteering if you have had bad experiences in other groups you 
will find us a breath of fresh air and be made to feel welcome and will be able to get straight in and help 
influence how we go forward. The only commitment is, of course, the role you 'volunteer' for and that 
you attend a committee meeting once a quarter. John Sinclair is gathering a list of the roles and what 
they cover so individuals are able to see exactly what they may be taking on.

Perhaps you have been in the group for a number of years, benefited from membership but not had 
chance to give a little bit back. Possibly, you feel there is little you can add - believe me there is. Maybe 
you are reasonable new to the group and willing and able to give some time. Perhaps you have been on 
the committee before and are now willing and able to come back. What ever your situation please do 
make contact if you can spare a little time to help support the group.

The committee think it entirely reasonable that all members do, at some time, play their part and take on 
a committee role at some stage in their 'group' life. Well your opportunity is now coming. If anyone would 
like to discuss the roles or the amount of work involved please either contact me on 07798 825032 or 
any other committee member as we are all willing to give you some insight into the roles. If you are 
willing to stand for a role please let Will Wallace know so he can include you on the list at the AGM.

I look forward to speaking to anyone who would like to discuss a committee role.

Reports



th thNCFed Conference 9  and 10  May 

The spring conference was held at the Weald and Downland museum at Singleton, near Chishester and was 
attended by around 60 people. There were displays of a good range of coppice products on show thanks to a number of 
our members letting us borrow them. 

The conference was called ‘Coppicing, Conservation and Commerce’ and its aim was to try to build the case to 
influence major conservation organisations and land owners to free up more un-worked coppice areas to coppice workers 
and in so doing provide more employment opportunities and help wildlife recovery.

Attendees came from all over the country and were in many cases members of coppice groups but quite a few were 
from conservation organisations (NT, RSPB etc) and a 
few were small woodland owners. Speakers included 
Ian White from PTES (and an SSCG member),Nigel 
Symes from the RSPB, Neil Hulme from Butterfly 
Conservation, Paul Rutter from Plantlife, Emma 
Goldberg from Natural England and Kevin May from the 
Forestry Commission. In addition we heard from Robert 
Atkinson of Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and Toby 

Allan a coppice contractor from Herefordshire. 

We also had two site visits. The first site was at Rewell 
Wood near Arundell where Neil Hulme talked to us about the 
Pearl Border Fritillary butterfly and right on queue we saw a couple. Then we moved onto the second site where Alan 
Waters did a great job of explaining the coppice area at Lawrence Copse near West Dean that he has worked for many 
years.

Without prompting the first 4 speakers all highlighted the major slow down in coppicing in the late 1980s and early 
1990s and demonstrated the devastating effects that had on wildlife be it Dormice, Butterflies or plants. All pleaded in 

their own way for broadening of ride side verges in 
woodland to act as corridors for wildlife. There were 
differing views about the approach to rotational coppicing 
as to whether it should be on adjacent plots each year or 
whether the coppice areas should be staggered. What was 
clear from all was that continuing with the same amount of 
coppicing would continue the wildlife decline so carrying on 
as now is not an option. There must be more coppicing if 
we are to see growth in the populations of Dormice and, 
what are now rare, woodland Butterflies......

HomeReports

The Gridshell at the Weald and Downland during a work session. 
Those in the distance are sitting on some fantastic green Hazel 
chairs made by Richie Hobbs. On the right is one of the tables 

displaying coppice products made by our members.

Neil Hulme (with the shoulder bag with his back to the camera) talking about work to help the Pearl Border Fritillary.



HomeReports

Joining Emma Goldberg for part of her session was Jamie Cordery 
from The Deer Initiative. He made clear that it is essential to control 
deer. Fencing seems to be successful for the first couple of years but 
only moves the problem. Organised deer culls need to take place by 
encouraging adjacent land owners to join forces to act on a wider area. 
Some of the picture presented showed the devastation caused by the 
little bambies!

Rob Atkinson (NWT) showed how they approached coppicing. 
They had tried the use of volunteers only with limited success, 
contractors by themselves but also with limited success because of 
cost. The best combination seemed to be contractors cutting and wind 
rowing the volunteers processing the wind rowed produce into 
products.  He recommended this to the group and in informal 
discussions I head both RSPB and FC representatives discussing this 
approach – let’s hope it translates into work for coppicers!

On the second day work sessions were held to address a number 
of questions and the results are still being processed but in essence 
the NCFed will be preparing a presentation of the key points from the 
conference for Directors and group Reps to then  present to local and 
regional conservation organisations with the aim of trying to increase 
the availability of coppice to us all. That will also, hopefully, translate 
into more available work for those of us in the industry.

Feedback from the delegates was very positive with only 1 
negative point about the cost. When it was explained to the person 
that the conference cost around £75 per person to stage and NCFed 
affiliated members were only being asked to pay £50 the individual still 
seemed unhappy – just no pleasing some people.

The whole thing could not have occurred without the help and support from the Weald and Downland who gave us a 
very discounted rate for using their facilities. Helping out with the costs were West Sussex County Council thanks 
entirely to our SSCG member Julie Bolton – Thanks Julie. Also helping by providing the minibuses for the site visits 
were the South Downs National Park Authority – our thanks goes to them too.

Chris Letchford

Alan Waters explaining his work in Lawrence Copse 
and showing some of the products from it.

Committee Contact
For the purpose of simplifying document continuity in the future, here are the new mail addresses that will forward 
enquiries to the relevant current committee members......Their individual details are available from the website.

shows@coppicegroup.org.uk
training@coppicegroup.org.uk
speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk
treasurer@coppicegroup.org.uk
webmaster@coppicegroup.org.uk

chairman@cooppicegroup.org.uk
discounts@coppicegroup.org.uk
merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk
newsletter@coppicegroup.org.uk
secretary@coppicegroup.org.uk

membership@coppicegroup.org.uk
enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk
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Book review – The Green Wood Companion by Barry Mays

I was asked to review this book and thought it may be appropriate to pass on the review to the Sussex and 
Surrey Coppice Group too. 

The author, Barry Mays, gave up city life around 15 years ago and moved to Cornwall, I understand, to take up 
making products, mainly chairs, from green wood. The book reflects some of the information he amassed on 
his journey. 

The title suggests to me something that woodies would keep by them as their companion and reference guide. 
Unfortunately, it does not fulfil that brief. There is a lot of the ‘What’ but no ‘How’ in the book. The first  chapter 
describes what a tree is, the second is a high level view of the rise and fall of woodland crafts but there is no 
detail. The Third chapter is a reference of native and naturalised trees in the UK. Chapter 4 is trying to explain 
the difference between broadleaf and conifer trees. I’m not sure quite who the chapters are aimed at, certainly 
not woodies. The content may be more relevant to those with little knowledge of the countryside but is unlikely 
to provide much for those in the industry.

The book goes on to describe most of the native and naturalised species, presumably for identification. Then 
there are a whole load of tables showing uses to which different species could be put, things made from 
different species. Unfortunately, there are some easily spotted errors too so I guess they should be put down 
to ‘local’ variation!
Other things covered are tools, tool suppliers, sharpening, Hedgerows and just keeps going on to other things 
like folklore, Celtic tree astrology and a compendium of woodie terms. There is quite a lot more but all seems 
to be a little lacking in detail. Also quite frustrating is a chapter that lists organisations but the only reference to 
coppicing is for the Coppice association North West. I guess the lesson here is if you are going to do 
something make sure you do a complete job because if you leave something out you are guaranteed to annoy 
someone – no mention of SSCG or the National Coppice Federation!

The book is illustrated throughout which relieves the mind a little when you come across yet another table. 
Alan Waters would no doubt have something to say about the Pimps photograph which is in there twice. 
Probably also about the ‘Polish retort too because looks like a kind of ring burner rather than a retort. 

To sum up – it has some interesting information 
that I’m sure the uninitiated might find helpful but 
there are some clear errors so the value to a 
woodie is probably not that great. My view is it is 
trying to be ‘jack of all trades’ but has certainly 
not mastered any. That is a shame as I started 
reading with an open mind but, as you can 
probably tell, I got somewhat frustrated with it. 
Would I recommend it?  Well there is the 
difficulty- who to? It is not for woodies, probably 
would be too much for townies in places and that 
is the basic problem. I’m left wondering who the 
book is aimed at.  As a ‘green wood companion’ 
– well perhaps the title should be reviewed. 

Chris Letchford
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The Wooden Handle Trade
Ian Swain picks up a 1917 copy of The Country Gentleman's Estate Book.....

“The enormous value of the British trade in wooden handles, now chie?y supplied from foreign 
sources—which trade ought to be kept at home in future, seeing that machinery for producing 
such handles has had to be installed here since the out-break of war, may be to some extent 
judged from the dimensions of the trade in America There, according to a Chicago newspaper, 
the annual total consumption of timber in the making of wooden handles for all kinds of 
implements exceeds 280 million cubic feet.

The kinds of handles are too numerous to be shown in any list, but they may be included in 
general classes. Sizes range from those for button-hooks a quarter of an inch thick and two 
inches long, to cant hook handles five feet long and three inches thick Some of greater length 
are employed for farm tools, like pitchforks and rakes, and if knobs for small drawers and 
cabinet doors may be regarded as handles, some are of smaller sizes than those of button 
hooks.
All handles are not required to be of strong, tough woods, though many are. Some, like the axe 
and hammer handle and the pitch-iork handle, must stand excessive strains and violent jars 
and twists. Wood for handles of that kind must be carefully selected, Hickory is by common 
consent the best axe handle wood obtainable. A few woods are stronger than hickory and some 
are stiffer; but when strength, toughness, elasticity, and smoothness of grain are combined, no 
other equals hickory. It is sought for the best axe, hammer, and golf club handles. No other 
wood can stand so much bending, twisting, and jolting without being broken or permanently 
distorted. The long handles of farm tools are of ash oftener than of any other wood, Ash is very 
stiff, and is quite strong, and is preferred for forks, shovels, rakes and hoes. Short handles of 
various kinds are made of different hard woods. such as maple, birch, beech, and oak. Handles 
for augers, small hammers, monkey wrenches, large knives, hatchets, and numerous tools for 
carpenters, smiths, and other artisans are in this class. Rather severe strains and shocks must 
be withstood, but short handles of this class are not put to the violent tests which the long 
hickory and ash handles of axes, hammers, and farm tools must endure. Immense numbers of 
small soft-wood handles are produced by factories. In this list are those for buckets, tubs, and 
packages. They are finished in different styles. Some are left natural, some are polished and 
stained, others are enamelled. The woods of which they are made are pine, spruce, cedar, and 
fir, The demand is large, and the industry is extensive. The makers of knife handles use both 
common and cheap woods and others of finer kinds and of higher cost. Handles for butchers' 
knives are often of beech or red gum, and may be in two parts with the knife shank rivetted be-
tween them, or in one piece. Expensive foreign woods are pre-ferred for handles of pocket 
knives. The thin pieces of wood for that purpose are known as “ knife scales," and the quantity 
of wood required for a handle of that kind is small. Many of these handles, knobs, etc, might 
well be made from timber now consigned to the furnace as saw-mill waste, and in suitable 
districts the making of or other of these various commodities might easily provide employment 
for British village people when we come to reconstruct our lives in the blissful after-the-war 
period to which all are looking forward.”
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Training Bursary Success

Mark Lloyd has recently been awarded a Sussex & Surrey Coppice Group training bursary of

£200 towards a four day certificated woodland management course. The committee welcome any 
other applications for subsidised training in any area of coppice craft, management,

efficiency or even business related skills. The only criteria is that you have been a member for 2 or 
more years. The committee are keen to see more bursaries been awarded to members. Full 
details are also available on our web site https://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/discounted-training/

training@coppicegroup.org.uk

Training Bursaries
The training bursary scheme we introduced at the end of last year will continue through 2016.
This means that anyone who has been a member for more than two years can claim up to 80% off 
any training cost(s) up to a maximum of £200.

To download the application form or for full details please see our web site:
https://coppicegroup.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/bursaryapplicationform.pdf

Alternatively you can contact any committee member for a printed copy. Please remember to allow 
time for your claim to be processed, as it needs to be submitted prior to any training taking place.
Alan Sage

From RFS email newsletter:-

Tree disease survey – please help 
The FOREMOD research project invites woodland owners and managers to 

participate in a survey that aims at understanding the economic consequences of 
different management options for future tree diseases. The survey is available here. 
The project focuses on longer-term resilience of woodlands to a range of possible 

threats (http://forestresilience.net/).

Hazel alert
Sue Ball found this in the Febuary issue of RHS magazine.... Be informed

The confirmation of a disease, which for the first time is affecting Corylus (hazel) in the UK, has 
been reported on trees in Surrey. As the pathogen is new to the UK, DEFRA is asking people to 
report any suspicious declines in the health of hazels. Caused by a phytoplasma (a parasitic 
bacterium of plants) and spread by insects, the pathogen is called tandidatus Phytoplasma 
fragariae', previously identified on strawberries in the USA. Symptoms on hazel include death of 
tissue on the outside edge of foliage and sometimes vertical cracks on trunks or main branches. 
www.forestry.gov.uk/treealert



Diary 2016 - Dates so far.....

Members Meetings

Committe Meetings

Shows

Guest speaker 

7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park, Horsham Road, Crawley, W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

18th Feb - 14th April - 14th July - 17th November

7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423, Leatherhead Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ

21st Jan - 24th March - 16th June - 27th October

To be confirmed

14th July - AGM

17th November
 I can now confirm that the speaker for the November members' meeting will 
be Ted Green who will be delivering his talk on veteran trees. You will recall 
that when he spoke at our February meeting we had trouble with lap-top / 
projector compatibility. Ted is an excellent speaker and it should be a very 
interesting talk.

Graham West - speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA

British Woodland Survey

All words and pictures are presented as part of a not for profit publication. There is no intention to publish or print any content out of context of it’s lawful 
copyright. The editor accepts no responsibility for opinions, misrepresentation or misquote, or any part of content given and  published in good faith.

Diary

New equipment register set up by stihl to help protect your gear & inform others of any recently stolen items to look out for.
www.arbsafe.co.uk

Sponsor of

Home

The Wood Register
The Wood Register web site is now 

live. The windows & iphone apps are 
still in development but a test android 

version is available for download

Some members who are looking for 
more wood to cut have already listed 
their businesses on it, but the next 

phase will be to get larger land 
owners like the Forestry Commission, 
MOD, AONB's etc to use the site as 

well as private owners. We've already 
received interest from county Wildlife 

Trusts & the Woodland Trust.
We will be publicly promoting the site 

via woody press mags & to other 
organisations in the coming weeks & 
months. If you have any connections 
or suggestions that may help, then 

please let me know. The site is 
getting a decent number of visits & is 

high on the major search engines.
Connecting woodsman with 

landowners is one of the groups main 
objectives & we hope that this 

initiative helps you find the wood you 
need to be productive & profitable.

Alan Sage
www.thewoodregister.co.uk

http://thewoodregister.co.uk/App.html

The Wood Register
Apply Now

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://www.arbsafe.co.uk
http://www.kellykettle.com/
http://thewoodregister.co.uk/

