
Spring? already? maybe..... maybe not....
With many slightly confused species showing 
signs of budding growth and flowering attempts, 
one might wonder. But weather is as weather 
is.... English and changeable. For myself, I find 
the chance to burn a bright fire in my workshop 
stove, a reason to celebrate the holistic process 
of a woodists’ creative life. Chopping and 
stacking as a meditation, certainty a luxury 
when you don't have to do it every day. But my 
time for major exertion will come when the next 
large log calls my attention to sculpt, if I can pull 
it out of the sodden ground we have been 
graced this season.

The Properties of Firewood brings us to this 
issues contributions. Winter past-times have 
brought us a book review special. Specifically 
John Kendrick has reviewed two books of 
firewood, and Sue Ball has beaten me to the 
wordprocessor to reviewed a book on the 
multiplicity of an Ash tree; the very same book 
my beloved Jacquelyn presented me on 
Christmas Day. Must be good! Also usual 
features and updates on group activity.

Don't miss the opportunity to hear a great speaker at the coming Members’ meeting on 18th 
February, veteran tree expert Ted Green, He will be talking on ‘working trees – exploring tree 
archaeology’.
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Merchandise - Call to All
A reminder to all SSCG members that the group holds these items for sale:

SSCG logo T shirts
SSCG boards for you to display at shows
Selecta DNA security marking kits

In addition we have a supply Coppicing & Wildlife info boards, to display for public information in worked areas.

I'll be bringing the merchandise to our next members meeting on the 18th February at Buchan Park. 
To buy at other times email me at   
Ian Swain

The NCFed have asked if any or our members would be willing to nominate one of their sites for others to have a 
look at as an example of good coppice practice. I'm sure we can identify a number in the group so welcome anyone 
coming back to me with some details.

The documents are available for me at  with an example, the criteria and a blank 
form. The criteria show a number of things that should be in place, ideally, as information to visitors to the site. 
Obviously, the site will need easy access for visitors so they can see it for themselves without being with you - close 
to a footpath or near a road etc.

If any of you feel the urge please can you complete the attached template and send it back to me for collating with 
others and forwarding on. Eventually it will be available for people to view on the NCFed website!

Kindest regards,
Chris Letchford

merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk

Example of Good Coppice Practice

chairman@coppicegroup.org.uk

http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
http://www.rogerday.eu
http://chairman@coppicegroup.org.uk,


HomeChairman’s Report 01/2016

Well Christmas is over and the New Year has begun – and what a year so far. Warmth, rain 
and spring already seems to have begun in many areas. We had Daffodils in flower the first 
week of January, the Birch has already started breaking into catkins and buds and so far 
only a couple of nice dry clear frosty days. I guess climate change and ‘El Niño’ are playing 
their part but like most, probably, I’m fed up with getting soaked!  

In group terms it seems to have been reasonably quiet, probably because we’re all busy. 
All quiet on the show front although I know organizers are busy with their plans for the 
forthcoming season and we have already had contact from some with requests to attend.

The committee met last week to discuss many things. First and foremost a big thank you to 
Sarah Richards for setting up Facebook for us and overseeing it. She has done a great job 
and many people are involved. Thanks Sarah, your efforts are really appreciated.  

One key thing the committee discussed was how we get more members to attend 
meetings. I will stress the meetings are organised for all to hear an interesting speaker and 
generally to have chance to network and share thoughts amongst the group. If you are 
someone reading this who does not attend perhaps you can give me your thoughts about 
what we can do as a committee to entice you along.

Product pricing has been an issue for a number of us. How much should we charge for our 
produce? There seems to be quite a variation across the group for some basic things so 
Alan Sage has embarked on creating a survey to find out. Information will be distributed to 
all so we can get some clues and hopefully understand if, as individuals, we could improve 
our return for our work.

I have carried on my work with the NCFed and, as many know, there will be a spring 
conference in May at the Weald and Downland Museum. In the newsletter you should find 
some information about it but it is called ‘Coppice, Conservation and Commerce’ and is 
aimed at trying to influence major land owners to make more land available for coppicing 
for the benefit of wildlife and coppice workers / cutters. We really are aiming high and are 
inviting the Secretary of State for the Environment, a couple of involved MP’s and national 
representatives from the National Trust, Natural England, Forestry Commission and MOD, 
Woodland Trust and RSPB as well as some key environmental conservation groups such 
as Butterfly Conservation and Peoples Trust for Endangered Species. Help is needs from 
the SSCG too. We need to mobilize demonstrators to show the products we produce and 
be able to explain the meager earnings we make on our products. If you can spare a day 

thon 9  May and are happy to demonstrate (expenses to normal group level will be paid) 
please contact me at chris.letchford@btinternet.com .  

Membership fees are now due and no doubt Alan Sage will be badgering us all before 
long. You could of course take the opportunity of coming to the next meeting and paying 
there!

I am sure that like me, many are planning the shows they will be attending this year. It 
looks like the opportunities are growing. I hope the new shows I am aware of actually 
provide valuable opportunities. No doubt Steve will be following these up and will report to 
us in due course.

Best wishes to all and happy cutting.
Chris Letchford



 ‘Coppice, conservation and 
commerce.’

thA two day conference 9/10  May 2016
Weald and Downland Museum, Singleton, W. Sussex

The decline of coppicing over the last century has caused the most profound change to our 
countryside. Large areas of woodland experienced either major changes to their management 
or fell out of management altogether.
Many generations of people have grown up believing that unmanaged woods are desirable. The 
reality has been the catastrophic declines (and sometimes extinctions) of many species.

The renewed interest in coppicing in recent years has been driven both by the conservation 
sector and coppice workers who are striving to make a living in the woods. The area of woodland 
owned by conservation groups has grown over this time but we feel that insufficient emphasis 
has been put on the conservation and commercial potential of coppice.

All too often coppicing has been funded through the public purse via membership subscription or 
public grants. The grant support for woodland conservation has changed radically with the 
advent Countryside Stewardship, with grants for coppicing being slashed and smaller 
woodlands no longer eligible for support. We are concerned that the effect will be a further 
decline in coppice management.
We are told by Defra that coppicing is now ‘economic’ and we consider the time is right to have a 
dialogue between the key conservation woodland owners and the coppice sector to see how the 
needs of conservation can be balanced with the needs of the coppice workers who are trying to 
make it pay, to the advantage of all.

Coppicing ticks many boxes in our modern world – wildlife benefits; sustainability; rural 
employment; carbon neutrality; amenity; local provenance and more. In spite of this coppice 
workers across the country struggle to access woodlands suitable for their work. 

This conference will demonstrate the tangible benefits to woodland wildlife of coppice 
management; will examine and dispel perceived concerns about the effects of coppicing and will 
work to develop a strategy that will bring together woodland nature reserves and coppice 
workers to the benefit of both. 

HomeReports

Committee Contact
For the purpose of simplifying document continuity in the future, here are the new mail addresses that will forward 
enquiries to the relevant current committee members......Their individual details are available from the website.

shows@coppicegroup.org.uk
training@coppicegroup.org.uk
speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk
treasurer@coppicegroup.org.uk
webmaster@coppicegroup.org.uk

chairman@cooppicegroup.org.uk
discounts@coppicegroup.org.uk
merchandise@coppicegroup.org.uk
newsletter@coppicegroup.org.uk
secretary@coppicegroup.org.uk

membership@coppicegroup.org.uk
enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk
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Hands On Day – Major Re-think .....
John Sinclair

.......and your help is needed; I don’t think as well as I used to!

Well the HOD has had its moments, some wetter than others but it’s time for a major rethink.
You may have noticed that there is a finite limit to the things that people can do that haven’t 
already been done? You may also have noticed that while it is lovely to see some old friends 
that if there isn’t enough going on it will become just a social event wrapped round an auction. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m almost always up for a social, especially in such splendid company, but 
is that what we should be doing? You tell me.

The big problem is this; if we can guarantee lots of different things going on then it becomes 
much easier and indeed safer, to invite more people, different people, new people. It’s a 
chicken and egg thing but from where I see it, if I can guarantee 6-8 weeks in advance that we 
will definitely have something for everyone then invitations can be sent with confidence. If not 
then we run the risk of falling flat on our collective face with people arriving and nothing much to 
do. 
So here’s the thing; IF we want to carry on with it then there has to be some serious thought 
about what we are trying to achieve. The original idea was a skill-sharing event with an auction 
and some good food and socialising thrown in. For that to carry on we need, the group needs, 
everyone needs to come up with some ideas. Ideas of what can be done and what they would 
be prepared to do themselves. Also, we need to extend and expand the people who we invite 
so we spread the knowledge and the word to the wider population. We can have our own little 
social at the AGM but the HOD is our chance to interact as a group with other groups and other 
interested parties like......landowners, voluntary groups, friends, family, students...whoever.

th
So have a think before the member’s meeting 18  Feb – not long – and come armed with 
thoughts and ideas so we can have a sensible discussion and decide if we want HOD to carry 
on and if so on what basis.

required

Reports

Product Standards
We now have three product standards listed on our web site
(https://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/product-standards/). These will serve as standards when 
group orders are taken. If you currently make any products that aren't listed, then please feel free 
to submit one to the committee so it can be adopted by the group.
Alan Sage

Training Bursaries
The training bursary scheme we introduced at the end of last year will continue through 2016.
This means that anyone who has been a member for more than two years can claim up to 80% off 
any training cost(s) up to a maximum of £200.

To download the application form or for full details please see our web site:
https://coppicegroup.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/bursaryapplicationform.pdf

Alternatively you can contact any committee member for a printed copy. Please remember to allow 
time for your claim to be processed, as it needs to be submitted prior to any training taking place.
Alan Sage



‘The Man Who Made Things Out of Trees’ by Robert Penn
Sue Ball reviews
Robert Penn is an author and journalist who moved to a house with a small woodland in the Black 
Mountains; his woodland had been long neglected and so he started to clear, coppice and manage 
it .In the course of doing so he became increasingly interested in the uses of one particular tree - a 
species now seriously under threat by disease and also the third most common British native 
broadleaf – the Ash. A tree which he felt had “never attracted the widespread acclaim it 
deserves”… and …” in considering the innumerable and important historical uses, I began to 
wonder if ash might be the tree with which man  has been most intimate over the ages”.

The author started to ask people from all walks of life what they knew about 
ash - most knew it was good firewood, but few recalled many other uses for 
it other than for tool handles. He decided to find a suitable ash tree to fell 
and determined that every part of it should be used in some way; this is the 
story of his search for the ‘right tree’, his meetings with woodsmen, artisans 
and makers, the historical and current uses of ash and the many items 
created from ‘his’ tree. 
This is a very well researched, factual yet readable and interesting book in 
which all will find some new information relating to ash; - we know it’s great 
for firewood, tool handles, tent pegs, etc., but there is a lot more to find out! 
In reading this book, Pete and I learned of many more uses, past and 
present, for this versatile wood and greatly enjoyed the descriptions of 
Robert’s travels to artisan workshops and makers along with his 
observations regarding their skill and knowledge of the properties of ash. 

Getting Started in Your Own Wood - Roger Day Reviews
Getting Started in Your Own Wood is an expanded and updated edition of Julian Evens' "Badgers, 
Beeches and Blisters", first published in 2006, now co-written with Will Rolls. I was kindly asked to 
review this in the summer of 2015 when it was published. Apologies for the late attention.

Considering the title of the book, and that the complexity of a working 
woodland requires a good understanding of many areas, The Authors’ 
desire to start from the ground up is evident and useful. Under a multitude of 
headings; exploring motivations, aspirations and possible actions; a voice of 
the need for positive management and how to go about it is heard; and 
further discussion develops towards the rewards for nature and man alike, 
and the concerns of their health, wealth, and posterity.

Product, my personal passion, is discussed predominantly on the basis of 
trees as a resource for timber and firewood. Will Rolls is a leading expert in 
Wood Fuel and is author of chapter 8 devoted to it. Sadly there is only a 
small mention of possible greenwood working; combined with an included, 
yet understated reference to coppice. This is not a publication best suited for 
promoting the ideals of what many of our group members think relevant. But 
then there are more poignant and better focused books for that anyway. The authors’ aim is clearly 
set on an introduction to the newly landed woodland owner, who has ambition of being an active 
force in their new acquisition; and it does very well at that level. The listed resources and 
appendices include all the larger bodies of authority and advice, and even has a link to the SSCG 
website. The book refers to www.woodlands.co.uk multiple times; The Author having direct 
association with them; and links the context of the book to what I assume to be their prospective 
client base.

Written in simple language and uncluttered by industry lore, conclusions lead me to mark my 
appraisal of a collated resource of information for a new and enthusiastic audience; Well suited as 
an addition to anyone’s reference shelf who’s at the outset of their woodland ownership journey.

HomeFeatures
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Firewood Book Review

While sheltering from the rain in a Horsham bookshop lately I happened across a couple of 
handsome books on firewood.  After a quick browse I couldn't decide which one to go for and in a 
moment of madness bought both of them!

"Norwegian Wood – chopping, stacking and drying wood the scandinavian way" by Lars Mytting.  
Published by Maclehose Press, £20, ISBN 978-0-85705-255-1

This beautifully written and illustrated book really got me hooked.  Every aspect of the production 
and use of domestic firewood in Norway is engagingly described in a very readable style.   With 
intriguing tales from the early days of the chainsaw, some unusual ways of stacking firewood and 
a potted history of the scandinavian log-burning stove, this book has a new angle on every page.

Lars does not flinch from weaving real characters into his narrative, my favourite being John 
"Chain Saw" Svensson (page 89) whose story had me laughing out loud.

Obviously, many Norwegians are dependent on decent firewood (even if it is mostly birch and 
conifer) to stay alive during their intense winter, and this book brings you right into their world.   
There's plenty to learn from them, and I'm already putting some new twists into my own firewood 
production process.

"The wood fire handbook – the complete guide to a perfect fire" by Vincent Thurkettle, 
published by Mitchell Beasley, £14.99, ISBN 978-1-84533-670-7. 

After Mytting's splendid book, I'm finding Thurkettle less to my liking.  Having said that, this book is 
packed with useful details that would take years of experience to build.

He covers much the same ground, but from a British perspective, which arguably makes it more 
relevant for us.  Some aspects are covered to a greater depth and this is undeniably a valuable 
book for the rooky woodsman.  I was interested to read his views on various tree species as 
firewood, though he seems to place more emphasis on the smell of the smoke than the heat 
output.

To summarise – I think I did 
the right thing getting both 
books – between them they 
contain a wealth of insight 
for anyone involved in 
producing (and using) 
firewood.  But if I had to 
choose one, it would be 
Norwegian Wood for the 
sheer pleasure of the read.

John Kendrick
23 Jan 2016

Features



HomeFeatures

Birch Sap Wine - Spring time Tapping
Sue Ball

Making Birch Sap wine

Birch wine recipe

“Here’s some info and a recipe for Birch wine, which Pete and I made for quite a few years -
it can be quite a strong brew if made well  and maybe some SSCG members will see the sense in
tapping a tree or two whilst working in the woods in the early spring?”

 It’s nearing the time of year when Birch sap wine can be made if you’re keen to try a different type 
of home brew. Birch wine was originally made in Norway, Northern Canada and Iceland and 

th
became popular in England in the 18th and 19  centuries.  In the past, Birch sap was used to brew 
beer in this country until the water supplies were sanitised.

The time to tap the trees will vary slightly with the weather and of course the phase of the moon, it 
is usually said that the best time to tap a tree is as the wild daffodils come into bloom and/or just 
before a full moon in late February or early March

Care should be taken in choosing a suitable tree, a large, healthy mature tree being best; Angling 
the drill upwards slightly, bore a hole about  40-60cm cm from ground level and 3.5-4cm deep that 
is just large enough in diameter to take a length of sterile syphon tube which drains into a sterilised 
gallon demijohn or similar container. Use some clean cotton rag to block the gap between tube 
and container and ensure there is minimal gap between tube and tree or you will lose a lot of sap. 
You can seal around the tube with soft candle wax to avoid or minimise leakage and do make sure 
that your container is firmly wedged upright and can’t tip over.

 The yield per tree varies greatly according to the size of tree, etc., but the sap does not keep well 
, so if the flow is slow, each days collection should either be boiled or frozen until you have the 
required amount to make a batch of wine. Only take about 4-5L per tree and be sure to seal the 
wound with a piece of wood or cork  sealed with grafting wax or candle wax so the tree does not 
suffer ill effects ; do not take sap from any tree more than once in a year.

As with all home-made wine, ensure that all equipment is sterilised for best results as 
contamination easily spoils the wine.
4L birch sap
1 Kg granulated sugar
200 g raisins (optional)
Juice of 2 lemons 
1 sachet all purpose wine yeast , made according to instructions

Bring the sap to a boil, add the sugar  and simmer for 10 minutes; allow to cool slightly and pour 
into a food grade container with the raisins if used and the lemon juice.
When the sap has cooled to blood heat, add yeast, cover with a clean cloth and leave the liquid to 
ferment for 3-5 days.

If a scum has formed, skim it off and pour the liquid into a demijohn- seal with an airlock, or use a 
loose plug of cotton wool for the first week if the fermentation is vigorous, later replacing it with an 
airlock.
Leave the demijohn in a warm dark place until all fermentation ceases (usually about 8 weeks), 
then syphon the wine into a second, sterile demijohn, leaving any sediment behind. This may need 
to be done again in 2- 3 months before finally bottling the wine into sterile bottles and corking 
firmly.
 Like all home-made wines, this is at its best after a year, so be patient!
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Membership Renewals
It's that time of year again, the annual subscriptions for the Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group are
now due for 2016. For those who weren't at the last AGM Ian White stood down as membership
secretary (after many years excellent service) & I have now replaced him in this capacity, so 
please send this years subscriptions to me. Here's a quick reminder of some of the benefits you 
currently receive as a member & how to pay:

• Quarterly Newsletters.
• Quarterly Member Meetings with talks, lively debate & free refreshments.
• Discounted Training & Training Bursaries.
• Free Web Advertising for your Business.
• Free Email & Web Forum with other members.
• Free Attendance to numerous Shows & Events.
• Free Social & Business Networking Opportunities.
• Free Business listing on The Wood Register.
• Numerous Product & Service Discounts.
• Bulk Purchasing.
• Affiliation with the National Coppice Federation.
• A Common 'Voice' to other organisations, such as the Forestry Commission.

All that & more for just £25, or free if you are a full time student.
It would be great to get all the subscriptions in as soon as possible. Please either send me a 
cheque made payable to 'Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group' and post it to me at Godinton 
House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 3BP.
Or alternatively you can transfer the money directly into the SSCG account, or set up a Direct 
Debit: Sort Code: 08-92-99 Account Number: 65367982

Please make sure you email me the reference for any transfers so that I know who has paid.
If your payment is not received before 31st March 2016 your membership will be considered to 
have lapsed. Any new members who joined after June 2015 are considered to have already paid 
their  membership for 2016.

I will look forward to seeing you all again through the course of the year.
Alan Sage - Membership Secretary - membership@coppicegroup.org.uk

Product Pricing
For many businesses pricing their products correctly can be a difficult process & getting it wrong 
can lead to any business folding. For many craftsman the process is even harder, as they are 
often more focused on their 'craft' rather than spreadsheets or profit & loss margins. For smaller or 
more unusual trades like our own, general prices are less well known & can be very variable, 
especially geographically. The committee are also aware that most small businesses are reluctant 
to increase their prices, especially if they have regular clients or supply products wholesale.

The committee have decided to try & take a snap shot of the current prices for some of the more
common & basic products that members supply. The information can then be presented with 
highs, lows & averages etc to help members better understand their placement in the market 
place. If the information proves to be useful, then it can be repeated a couple of years down the 
line to evaluate how much, or how little, our prices change over time.

We would therefore like to ask all members who make products, to fill in a short anonymous 
survey. You can do so here: http://www.thewoodregister.co.uk/survey.html It will only take a minute 
or two to fill in & the more members that take part, the more accurate & useful the information will 
be.

If you have any comments or suggestions on this topic then please contact one of the committee.



Diary 2016 - Dates so far.....

Members Meetings

Committe Meetings

Shows

Guest speaker 

7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park, Horsham Road, Crawley, W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

18th Feb - 14th April - 14th July - 17th November

7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423, Leatherhead Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ

21st Jan - 24th March - 16th June - 27th October

To be confirmed

I can confirm that our speaker for February’s meeting is Ted 
Green (veteran tree expert) and he will be talking on ‘working 
trees – exploring tree archaeology’.

Graham West - speakers@coppicegroup.org.uk

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA

British Woodland Survey

All words and pictures are presented as part of a not for profit publication. There is no intention to publish or print any content out of context of it’s lawful 
copyright. The editor accepts no responsibility for opinions, misrepresentation or misquote, or any part of content given and  published in good faith.

Diary

New equipment register set up by stihl to help protect your gear & inform others of any recently stolen items to look out for.
www.arbsafe.co.uk

Sponsor of

Home

The Wood Register
The Wood Register web site is now 

live. The windows & iphone apps are 
still in development but a test android 

version is available for download

Some members who are looking for 
more wood to cut have already listed 
their businesses on it, but the next 

phase will be to get larger land 
owners like the Forestry Commission, 
MOD, AONB's etc to use the site as 

well as private owners. We've already 
received interest from county Wildlife 

Trusts & the Woodland Trust.
We will be publicly promoting the site 

via woody press mags & to other 
organisations in the coming weeks & 
months. If you have any connections 
or suggestions that may help, then 

please let me know. The site is 
getting a decent number of visits & is 

high on the major search engines.
Connecting woodsman with 

landowners is one of the groups main 
objectives & we hope that this 

initiative helps you find the wood you 
need to be productive & profitable.

Alan Sage
www.thewoodregister.co.uk

http://thewoodregister.co.uk/App.html

The Wood Register
Apply Now

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA
http://www.arbsafe.co.uk
http://www.kellykettle.com/
http://thewoodregister.co.uk/

