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Putting Life into your Landscape” Summer 2015 

Former Chairman’s Swansong Letter  
 

For those of you who were at the Skill Share day, I am repeating myself; for those of you who were not, you 

missed a good one in my opinion.  

 

It has been a pleasure (on the whole) to be your Chair for the past 21/2 years. I consider the achievements 

could be summarised as we are still here, not as an achievement to be under estimated in these times of  

austerity. The Group has grown in numbers, the newsletter has gone out 4 times a year and we had had four 

meetings a year.  

 

Hampshire has more than played its part in supporting the National Coppice Federation.  

 

Finally I would like to thank my team. Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group is a team effort from all of 

the Committee. I commend Peter Lane to you as the new Chair, and look forward to seeing how the Group 

goes forward, and also to reading the Chairmans Opening Remarks in this newsletter that I have not pre-

read.  

 

I will remain on the Committee for a twelvemonth and see what happens next AGM. I have been co-opted 

onto Dorset Coppice Group’s Board, and will be able to tell you more later about a Charity Trusteeship, so 

still consider that I can sign myself yours in Greenwood Work.  

 

Peter Jameson, aka Charcoal Peter. 
  

 

 

Chairman’s Letter 

 

As the new Chairman of Hampshire Coppice Group most members probably know myself and my family 

have been in coppicing for a long time.  I first went to the Coppice during 1943 on my dad’s Coventry  

Eagle motorcycle, myself on pillion, my brother David sitting on the fuel tank.  There has been a lot of 

changes since then, all underwood cutting was done in  the winter months with a proper wood cutting hook 

12” Elwell or Fussles mainly, then making sheep hurdles, ten sails (for our Dorset readers zails (the uprights 

of the hurdle are called sails)).  I then went onto nine sail hurdles.  Since the 1970s’ the sap is rising faster 

due to the mild winters we seem to be experiencing. I am most concerned to practice the proper method of  

making hurdles and the cutting of hazel at the right time etc. – keeping alive good working practices and a 

very sustainable form of woodland management.  As a group we try to reap the benefits and keep the  

publicity for coppice and coppice products in the foreground like shows, fairs, television etc.  I look  

forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our next member’s meeting. I look forward to my time as 

Chair and thank you for your support and I know our past Chair Peter Jameson will look forward to reading 

the Teller more now that he hasn’t had to write the Chairman’s remarks.  May we all enjoy good weather 

for working up the cut coppice into product.  

 

P J Lane 
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Skill Share Day and AGM 

 
In an attempt to get more members to the AGM, the Committee decided to alter the date to some time in spring and to hold it as 

part of an activity that could be shared by the whole family.  

 

Darren Hammerton very kindly offered to host the event, so we went to Little Horsecroft Wood near Swanmore on 12th April. 

We were lucky with the weather as it was dry, sunny and although there was a breeze, it was not too bad.  

 

The skill shares on offer were pole lathe turning, gate hurdles, two slightly different styles of making hurdles and spar making. 

There was quite a lot of interest in these through the day, although the hurdle makers did enjoy themselves disagreeing with each 

other about the best way of splitting hazel and various other points.  

 

Before the AGM presentations of certificates were made to the Honorary 

Members present. They were Peter Lane, Ken Galton and Ern Steel. Bill 

Lane and Laurie Gardener were also made Honorary Members, but were not 

present to receive the certificates. Honorary Membership is conferred on 

senior coppice workers for the contribution they have made to coppice work 

over the years and is at the discretion of the Committee.  

 

After that we had a short AGM at which a new Chairman was elected. Other 

posts remain the same, and we are pleased to welcome Peter Skrzypczak to 

the Committee.  

 

A fire was lit, and some cooked their lunch on it, while some decided on 

sandwiches and a later cooked meal. During the afternoon Darren showed 

some of us the work he had been doing and we discussed the effect of  

cutting old ash stools at various heights and the advantages or otherwise of leaving  a riser or two to encourage growth. Others 

looked round the wood which was very attractive with spring flowers. As someone who was interested in flora, I was interested to 

find toothwort and Solomon’s seal.  

 

Tea, coffee and cake were dispensed from the Pixie Hut, and a few 

of us braved the climb into the compost toilet. Thanks to the ladies 

who worked so hard through the day keeping the kettles boiling for 

the tea and coffee, and to Darren for allowing us into the wood.  

 

I think a good time was had by all, and we certainly had a few more 

members at the AGM. Please support us in keeping HCCG going for 

you, as when the 

Committee arrange 

events, it is nice to 

see as many of you 

as possible.  

Skill Share Day-a Personal View 

 
The day was blessed with good weather, and it got better as the day went on. The  

bluebells in Little Horsecroft were about two weeks ahead of the bluebells at Daneham. 

I don’t know whether this is chalk versus brickearth soil or whether Little Horsecroft is 

on a south facing slope.  

 

It was interesting to see the large ashes re coppice. To watch Ken Galton and Ern Steel 

working side by side was a pleasure. The barbecue was great and I believe a good time 

was had by all (better time for me after the sweat of the AGM was over). Assuming we 

ran something similar next year, and I believe we will, we urge you to go.  

 

Peter Jameson 
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Hazel coppice its restoration and improvement for commercial working 

 
National Coppice Federation conference Westonbirt Arboretum, May 13 and 14. 

 

The event was interesting and informative and Brian Williamson is to be thanked for organising it. The following are personal 

views and a formal report is expected in due course. 

 

Introduction 

 

After an over view of the decline in the coppice industry there was a discussion on what makes good (commercial) coppice.   

Perhaps the key point that emerged was the attitude of the land owner or agent and the security of tenure of the coppice worker.  

Successful restoration of coppice may depend on pest control and the reduction of standards while a business will depend on a 

market for the products.  We may wish to get on with restoration work but a business plan and proper surveys of the proposed site 

followed by a management plan are often not given the importance they should have. 

 

Jonathan Rau gave a talk on the experience of the Hampshire County Council's funding of the restoration of coppice in the 1980's 

and 90's.  In summary the benefits were not as good as had been expected with a fair number of areas allowed to slip back after 

the initial enthusiasm had passed. 

 

Deer protection 

 

Anyone who has heard a talk from the Deer Initiative will be aware of the importance of their work.  If the coppice worker is a 

tenant, deer control is usually a matter for the owner/agent.  In any case it’s often more effective on a "landscape" scale, and the 

deer initiative can help and advise.  If we are responsible it’s important to have a clear (written) agreement with the stalker who 

must be fully qualified and insured.  Some stalkers have preference for shooting male deer with impressive antlers and this is not 

the most effective for population control.  Even with a controlled population, protection of the coppice is likely to be necessary 

and the best advice is probably the FC fence specification with a height of at least 1.5m. or  higher depending on deer species.  

 

Coppice regeneration 

 

This was at the heart of the event.  Brian Williamson has considerable experience and  visits to the work in progress and  

discussions suggest the following as notable:- 

Genetics- not all hazel is the same, some grows straight other tends not to, some works well other can be difficult ,twisted 

knotty etc.  If you buy in whips you do not know what you will get.  The same applies to some extent to gathering nuts 

and planting them if you can beat the squirrels to them. Brian strongly advocates vegetative reproduction from known 

good stools. 

Layering- the traditional "bow" layer where the end of a thin rod is bent down and pegged to the ground works fine but 

Brian's preference is for a "flat" layer where a much more substantial rod is pleached as in hedge laying and laid down 

along the ground.  Pegged down he finds shoots rising from a number of leaf nodes usually followed by rooting at  

 several of these points.  During discussion it was suggested that it's possible to dig a shallow trench, put the rod in and 

cover it, and that this would make rooting more likely at the cost of the extra work. 

...  

Pictures show layers (left) and a layer shooting (right) 

 

Stooling- Brian was also able to show us some experiments with the traditional method of "stooling" where a selected stool is 

cut, usually higher than normal practice, and buried.  The stumps then root into the medium used to cover the stool.  He 

does it by putting a low ring of plastic net round the stool and filling with wood chip that has been stacked so that it has 

heated up and partly rotted making a fairly sterile and friable medium.  After two years some roots have formed but he 

thinks four years will give more reliable results, suggesting that if a derelict coppice was cut and selected stools covered 

it could be cut again at four years and the rooted bits planted so that the coup would all grow up together. this should 

also increase the number of rods produced from the other stools. 
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A stump that has been "stooled" and has been undercut after two years (left). 

  A rooted piece has been planted and is growing on (right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuttings- One delegate, who admitted that she had very good soil, had success with pulling off and planting ripe or semi ripe 

cuttings with a heel.  See later for further discussion. 

 

The scientific bit 

 

Penny Jones Head of Propagation at Westonbirt and Ralph Harmer, formerly of Forest Research and co-author of the definitive 

book on coppice woodlands with Jonathan Howe, provided two related talks.  Penny normally deals with exotic species mostly in 

laboratory conditions.  Hazel does not require these but it will only root in dark and damp conditions.  Reference had already been 

made to Brian's rotted woodchip but other rooting mediums are possible; the requirement being that they hold moisture but are 

well drained.  Propagation of seeds or cuttings in nursery beds is likely to be more successful than out in the woods. 

Ralph talked about the biology of coppice re-growth explaining the difference between the adventitious buds that can sprout from 

the cambium layer of a wounded stem including one that has been cut off, but often die back after maybe a year, and the  

suppressed buds that occur on a stem but are held in check until released and are supported by the plant's internal structure.  These 

are where most successful coppice re-growth comes from. 

 

Turning to practical matters the time of cutting has few long term effects on re-growth although shoots from late cuts may be 

weaker and suffer winter damage.  The method of cutting makes no discernible difference.  The height of cut does not appear to 

affect stool mortality or length of shoots but there may be other reasons  for cutting low and it does encourage adventitious  

rooting from the base of the stem.  From the work they undertook the main issues are overhead shade and mammal damage (deer 

and rabbits). 

 

Coppice Products 

 

Brian Williamson led a session on products and prices. What emerged was the wide variation in prices. This appears to be driven 

by market demand with more variation in simple products like bean rods and pea sticks than hurdles.  The clear message for any-

one contemplating starting a new restoration is to carefully consider the market for your produce.  Some concern was expressed 

about voluntary groups undercutting coppice workers trying to make a living. 

 

Grant aid 

 

Rebecca Oaks, Chair of the National Coppice  Federation, ably stepped in to fill a gap left by another speaker who was unable to 

attend, but as grants can vary locally the best advice is to speak to the Forestry Commission locally but to remember that they are 

not the only grant aiding body.  Leader and others are also worth considering.  Coppice appears to fall into a gap in the new  

arrangements and the NC Fed are lobbying to change this. 

 

The National Coppice Federation 

 

We were given an update on the current position. The web site is up and running with future developments planned as time  

allows.  A show of hands indicated that only about half of those present were members of a local group.  New groups are being 

formed and they can be regional, local or special interest . 

 

Note:- I have tried to reflect the conference in this report and the speakers cannot be blamed for any mistakes I have made.  R 

Harmer and J Howe's book is The Silviculture and Management of Coppice Woodlands, published by the Forestry Commission in 

2003.  the FC also publish an information note by Ralph Harmer called Restoration of Neglected Hazel Coppice (2004). 

 

Steve Reed 
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Book Review 

 

Getting Started in Your Own Wood 

By Julian Evans and Will Rolls 

 
For the target audience, which is small woodland owners who have limited knowledge, this is an excellent book. As 

with Julian’s previous books, this is well written and easy to read. The chapters by Will Rolls fit in well and there is 

no conflict of style, which can happen when two people write the same book.  

 

While I don’t think the content is of particular interest to professional coppice workers, I would certainly recommend 

it as it is interesting and a good read. Part timers with limited knowledge may also find some new facts in it.  

 

Everyone writes from their own experience, and this book is of course no different. Julian’s background in Forest Re-

search and his ownership of a wood that is mainly plantation lead him to write of high forest more than coppice. 

While there is a very good section on coppice, and he does recommend restoration, apart from a passing reference in 

the section on selling timber, there is nothing about the part a professional coppice worker can play in managing a 

small wood, which I found a little disappointing. Small woodland owners are frequently not competent to deal with 

cutting ash, oak, hornbeam or sweet chestnut coppice, and this is where a professional coppice worker can have their 

uses. In addition, some owners do not want to cut an area of hazel and may let it out, which is mentioned but not 

stressed. We have also found it worth while to work with small woodland owners doing the coppicing and extraction 

and leaving them to do the brash burning and general tidying, which take the time, but give them a sense of achieve-

ment and being involved without having to do work they lack skill and stamina for.  

 

I was very glad to see that Will Rolls gave the correct way to use a moisture meter for firewood, as these devices, 

whatever they are used for, are a particular hate of mine because they are so often misused. However, Julian must 

have been more fortunate with amateur tree planters than me. On several occasions when involved with voluntary 

groups doing hedge and tree planting, it has been very difficult to stop them waving the poor trees around for several 

minutes before planting. even when it explained to them why they shouldn’t  Julian only cautions in passing that they 

should always be protected.  

 

Overall, a book worth reading, and Julian has done well to produce another excellent book, not forgetting Will Rolls 

and the artists who’s illustrations enliven clarify the text. 

 

 

ISBN 978 1 85623 212 8 

Available from Permanent Publications, The Sustainability Centre, East Meon, Hampshire GU32 1HR 

New Grant Scheme 

 
I have been to a Seminar run by the Forestry Commission about the new grant scheme that is to be introduced this 

year.  

 

On the plus side, both owners and tenants who have at least a 5 year lease can apply for the scheme, so anyone with 

that sort of tenure can get the grant, rather than having to rely upon the owner applying and passing on the money.  

 

Unfortunately at present there seem to be a lot of minuses. It is based upon area and has a flat rate regardless of 

whether this is minor thinning of conifer or intensive coppicing. It is almost certainly going to mean a loss of income 

for coppice restoration, although until I have got my head round it, I am not sure what yet.  

 

Currently the Forestry Commission are trying to implement this scheme in very short time as there was so much po-

litical  

discussion in trying to set it up.  My advice is that if you don’t need to apply this year; don’t. By next year things 

should have bedded in a bit, and there will be more time for applications and arrangements to be made.  

 

I hope to get a further article on this in the future.  
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Management Committee 

 
Management Committee 

 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 (Chairman) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and 

Membership) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

ChrisWestcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller editor) 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202  

Darren Hammerton  Member 

Phil Clayton  Member 

Kester Westcott  Member 

Chris Sparkes Member 

Peter Skrzypczak 

Meon Springs Country Experience Day 

 
This was the first show of the year in our corner of East Hampshire, and we were lucky with the weather, as it stayed 

dry all day although it was a bit breezy. The stalls were arranged in circle round the field, and the members of HCCG 

and the ferrets were in the middle of the circle. Luckily we had good substantial tents, sand bags and tent pegs, as the 

Police, who also had a stand, had a lot of trouble with their awning which tried to take off a few times.  

 

All the food stalls were arranged in the yard near the milking parlour, which was rather better than a few years ago 

when we were there. People were interested  in seeing the milking and weren’t interested in us, but of course every-

one is interested in food! Our favourite hot dog producer, who does really good hot dogs with their home made sau-

sages, sold out, so it was a good place for them.  

 

We had a successful day, and there was lots to do. A tractor took visitors round the site to the various attractions in-

cluding the yurt village, the fishery, and of course, more importantly, us.  

 

Apologies that there are no pictures, but none of us took any.  

PJ’s Snippets 
 

Saw first and second New Forest foals on 12 May 2015 

at Thorney Hill and heard my first cuckoo coo on 13 

May 2015 interesting enough near Cuckoo Hill, Gorley 

so take the view summer has arrived. 

 

Congratulations to HCCG Member Roz Reed on  

publication of her book 'The History of the Countryside 

Education Trust' price £11.00 plus postage and packing 

if applicable available from the Countryside Education 

Trust, Palace Lane, Beaulieu. We hope to book review 

in the next edition of the Teller but as yet our past Chair 

has not been in that part of the forest recently and some 

would say too tight to pay the postage. 


