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Message from the Chairman 

 
Hope those of you who attended the NcFed gathering had a good weekend. 
 
If anyone would like to have their details added to the members map on the web site please send me your 
information and photo’s. If you would like to advertise any course or any other items of interest that you think would 
be suitable for the web site or our Facebook page please send them for uploading. 
 
For those of you using Twitter try #dorsethour on a Monday night 7.30-9.00, and #handmadehour on Wednesdays 
7.30 – 9pm, where local people share items of interest and news. 
 
Happy Christmas to you all and a successful New Year 
 
 

National Coppice Federation News 
 

The second Gathering of the NCFed was held at the Ancient Technology centre over the weekend of October 18th.  
Around 60 people attended and had a great time sharing skills and watching some of our older members doing 
what they do best.  We were delighted to see how many young people came and it was fascinating to see how 
absorbed they became in the anecdotes about coppicing in days gone by by older members.  It must be said that it 
is disappointing that very few members from Dorset and Hampshire took the opportunity represented by the 
Gathering to meet and network with coppice workers from around the country.  It is to be hoped that more of you 
will see the value of taking part in such events in the future.   
 
One of the issues that has taken up quite a bit of time over the last year in the deliberations of the Directors has 
been the status of the Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group.  After much soul searching on their part they have 
decided not to join the Federation at this stage but to see how it goes over the next year and review the situation 
then.   In order not to loose contact with an important coppice Group and after much discussion it was decided to 
co-opt the newly elected Chair of the SSCG as a Director of the Federation.  This decision stands for a year after 
which it will be reviewed. 
 
The Minutes of the AGM will be put on the website in due course as will the Minutes of Directors meetings as they 
take place.  So if you would like to keep up with what is going on in the Fed please look at the website where you 
can also take part on the forums dealing with important coppicing issues. 
 
A conference is being organised on the 13th and 14th of May at Westonburt Arboretum to consider hazel, its 
restoration and improvement because good quality hazel is hard to source. The conference will be looking at the 
most effective and practical ways of restoring old and improved coppice, with reference to the restoration work at 
the Arboretum. Contributors so far will include Ralph Harmer, co-author of Coppice Woodlands; Penny Jones, 
Head of Propagation at the Arboretum; Brian Williamson, lead coppicer at the Arboretum and NCFed Director; 
Graham Riminton of the Deer Initiative. Topics to be covered will include: stocking densities; propagation; deer 
protection; costs and benefits; grants; best practice; etc. Costs are yet to be finalised but should be in the region of 
£50,with discounts for members of NCFed affiliated groups. Those who would like to make a provisional booking 
should contact Brian Williamson at westonbirt.coppice@virginmedia.com. 
 
By the way, I happened to be speaking to another Director recently when he received a phone call from Gary at 
Beach Tree Entertainment, the NCFed insurer.  As the call went on I whispered to him to mention he was a 
member of Dorset Coppice Group and therefore a member of the NCFed, he got a reduction of £80 on his 
premium!  When you are seeking quotes or renewing your insurance for your woodland work, contact Gary at 
Beach Tree and mention you are a member of the Dorset Coppice Group.  You may get a surprise by getting your 
premium significantly discounted.  http://www.corporateentertainmentco.co.uk. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Forestry Industry Safety Accord – FISA 
 

This is the Forestry Industry Safety Accord, which was set up by many of the major players in the forestry industry 
after concerns were expressed about the number of accidents to chainsaw operators that were occuring.  FISA has 
set up an assessment process for chainsaw operators operating on its member’s land.  This process is to 
determine whether the operator is working in a safe manner.  It is not a legal arrangement but if you are operating 
on land owned or managed by a FISA member you will be required to be assessed, and a fee will be charged. 
 
The direct implications to the Dorset Coppice Group is that the Forestry Commission is a member of FISA and we 
are being required to ensure that those of us who operate at Bonsley are assessed.  Four members who regularly 
undertake voluntary work and use chainsaws were assessed in October.  They all achieved the higher level of pass 
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and can now operate at Bonsley.  A regular assessment will be required every five years and, yes, a fee will be 
required 
 
Should an operator fail to pass the assessment he/she will be required to undertake training.   There is also an 
intermediate pass in that the operator is considered to require a reassessment within three years rather than five. 
 
Further information can be found on the FISA website www.ukfisa.com. 
 
The assessment at Bonsley was a relaxed affair with little pressure.  It started with a couple of hours of class room 
work with the assessor looking at our saws and realising that we did not need to be assessed as to competence in 
maintenance.  We then went on to fell a tree each, this was accomplished to the satisfaction of the assessor who 
completed the exercise by demonstrating a few unusual cuts.  We all found it a useful exercise but I am bit 
surprised that it could not be included in the already extant NCPT system rather than setting up something 
completely new. 
 
In the final analysis and whether we like it or not, this is one of those situations where something inevitable is being 
imposed on us, which we are just going to have to live with.   In any event, if it stops one serious injury then it will 
have been worthwhile. 
 
 

Seeing the fuel wood for the trees 
notes from an AONB supported fuel wood day held at Prime Coppice, west Dorset August 1st 2014 
 
Kit Vaughan- Prime Coppice 
 
In my grandfathers day woodlands played a key role in the rural economy employing full time woodsmen and craft 
folks and providing fuel wood, timber and a range of other products. But in our fossil fuelled modern economy 
woodlands often play little role other than for amenity and biodiversity with over 50% of our native woods actively 
unmanaged. This limited management is actually bad for the woodlands health with declining biodiversity and a 
limited role in the rural economy. Many woods have fallen into neglect with over browsing by deer, new pests and 
diseases and a decline of active coppicing and ride management. 
 
Increasing energy prices especially for home heating and new interest in woodlands for craft and amenity uses, 
plus recognition that active management improves woodland health and is good for wildlife is leading to increased 
interest in managing woodlands through community social enterprises. Such enterprises can provide multiple 
benefits for fuel wood, woodland products, volunteer health, wildlife and reinvigorating the local economy. 
 
A recent meeting supported by Dorset AONB held at Prime Coppice in West Dorset brought together a range of 
woodland folk to share experiences and discuss the constraints and opportunities for setting up community 
woodland-woodfuel projects. The adage cant see the wood for the trees is used when you can't see the whole 
situation clearly because you're looking too closely at small details, or because you're too closely involved.  At the 
AONB meeting we were able to look at the big picture for woodfuel and made great progress on identifying the 
constraints and opportunities for developing new community woodfuel enterprise- we really could see the fuel wood 
for the trees! 
 
There are many opportunities to bring woods back to being working resources that support communities to access 
woodfuel and other benefits. Woods are standing stores of woodfuel energy that can be improved through active 
management, and there is also an increasing demand for active woodfuel plus other woodland products.  People 
also want to get access to woodlands to enjoy being outside and learning new skills.  New and old technologies 
exist for harvesting wood, for example quad bikes, new forwarding machinery or by contrast horse can all be used. 
Managing and harvesting redundant coppice woodland and using it efficiently as woodfuel reduces our 
environmental impact and can help tackle climate change. New standards exist for quality woodfuel including 
marketing wood at a guaranteed moisture range and volume. Woodland owners are waking up to the need to 
actively manage their woods to stop them going into decline and as such need labour and new markets for 
produce. With increasing energy prices and more people wanting to get out into woods there is potential for a win 
win situation that can help restore our woods, create healthy and vibrant rural economies, heat more homes and 
reduce our contribution to climate change.  
 
But whilst opportunities exist there are also barriers that need to be overcome such as linking woodland owners 
with emerging community groups, and supporting those groups from formation to delivery.  Getting groups and 
landowners to trust each other over time was also seen as a key factor for establishing projects. Participants noted 
the need for support and practical advise on woodland management plans, harvesting and extraction plus 



replanting and woodfuel processing. There was practical experience of how to engage local communities and run 
groups but there was an identified need to share experiences and increase peer-to-peer learning. Other challenges 
include getting the economics right so the benefits of woodland management outweigh the costs, particularly on 
sensitive or hard to extract sights. Participants also noted that the policy frameworks and guiding institutions were 
often singularly focused either on production or biodiversity and lacked an integrated approach that balances 
social, economic and biodiversity objectives. Another barriers is that people often misunderstand woodlands, 
thinking that cutting down trees is bad for the wildlife, there is the need therefore to educate communities about the 
benefits of coppicing and thinning woodlands and of active management. There was also a need to bring in a 
younger generation through training and education that empowers young people to become the new woodlanders 
of the 21st century. 
 
The AONB meeting took place in the outside woodland workshop at Prime Coppice, and despite the first torrential 
rain in over 8 weeks participants did an excellent job of sharing experiences and learning. The AONB SIB project 
will now build on this learning of the constraints and opportunities and move into the second phase. This phase will 
offer targeted training to help woodland owners and emerging groups work together to establish new woodland 
enterprises and we hope- to see more fuel wood from the trees in the future! 
 
 

Apprenticeship in Dorset 
'
Last year, John Sweeney came to the Taster Day after which he joined the Coppice Group  and attended some of 
the Bonsley Work Days.  Then John, through the Small Woods Association and Dorset Wildlife Trust, applied for 
and won an apprenticeship with Toby Hoad.  John says “It really has shown how from the taster day, to becoming a 
member and meeting you all how useful the DCG has been in helping me to find an opportunity to train as and 
become a coppicer. For which I am exceptionally grateful, and I am very excited for what the future holds for the 
Coppice group and what I might bring to it. Dorset has such a rich history of coppicing and I can't wait to find out 
more!” 
 
It is exciting to see that young people are still interested in coming into our industry and the Dorset Coppice Group 
will continue to do all it can to encourage them. 
 
 

Living Classroom Hire 
 

Don’t forget the Living Classroom is a great place to hold courses, meetings etc. Members’ rate is £15 for half a 
day and £30 for a full day Contact Hannah Worthington on 07547 060231  or email Hannah@greenmashed.co.uk 
 

 
 
 

Dates For Your Diary 
 
5 March 2015     DCG AGM (venue to be confirmed) 
9 May 2015     Members Open Day. 
13, 14 May 2015    Westonbirt Conference on Hazel – see text of newsletter. 
3 October 2015    DCG Taster Day. 
Late October 2015    NCFed Gathering and AGM, date to be announced. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 
 
This is your Newsletter so if you have anything you would like to ask, share, offer 
for sale or add please email Dave at randalls.farm@btinternet.com 
We are also on Facebook  
David Ewers , Paul Vodden 
  

DCG'Members'Meeting'–'5th'December'2014'
'

Tony'Cottrell'demonstrating'Spar'Making'



 
For Sale and Wanted 

 
Billhook holder - £12.50 to Coppice Group members (plus p & p) Contact Pete Snelson 01963 23680 
 
Woodturning Classes - Pen making with David Ewers 
Lesson in how to turn a pen. You will take the finished pen home. All  bits and tools supplied  and tea at my home 
in Poole £25.00 - Contact David on 01202 621508 
 
 
 
Please contact Paul Brayshaw on 01202 603245 for the following items:- 
 
Whitling and Carving knives: 
All swedish made, all come with a plastic sheath. 
 
Straight fixed blade knives 
Mora 120  wooden handle short blade  £18 
More 106 wooden handle longer blade £18 
Mora Top Q Punch  knife Plastic comfort handle short blade £15 
Mora Top Q Safe  Rounded tip ideal for children £13 
Mora Alround Top Q good general purpose knife £14 
Mora Alround High Q knife (Good knife at a cheap price) £8  
Mora 840 bushcraft style knife  carbon blade  £13 
Mora 860 bushcraft style knife stainless blade £14 
 
Leather sheaths available for all knives made to order at £15 each 
 
Spoon Knives 
Ben Orford Spoon knives left and right hand, shallow and standard curve price  £33 each 
 
'  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Members 

Chairman & Website Co-
ordinator Dave Partridge 07795 384204 partridge@aol.com 

Vice-Chairman Pete Moors 07717 182619 I_love_wood@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary, Treasurer Jilly Snelson 01963 23680 coppiceworks@aol.com 

N.C,Fed. Rep, Co-Editor Paul Vodden 07891 053256 pcba@vodden.freeserve.co.uk 

Publicity & Show Co-
ordinator Mandy Staple 07767 893324 Mandy@hedgerowcrafts.co.uk 

Bonsley & Work Group Pete Snelson 01963 23680 coppiceworks@aol.com 

Meeting Minutes & General 
Scribe George Darwall 01747 811888 ghddarwall@yahoo.co.uk 

Social Secretary Toby Hoad 07984 488894 toby@greenwoodworkshop.co.uk 

Other Board Members:-    

 Jim Bettle 07795 205228 jimbettle@dorsetcharcoal.co.uk 

Other Officers:-    

Co-Editor David Ewers 01202 621508 Randalls.farm@btinternet.com 

Classroom Bookings & 
Membership Hannah Worthington 07547 060231 Hannah@greenmash.co.uk 
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