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Chairman’s Report

Dear All,

As this is my first Chairman’s report I hope you will all forgive me if it is a little long. I’m sure I will  
eventually manage to get this down to an acceptable level of words, so I don’t bore you too much.

First of all, a big thank you to John Sinclair for being the chairman for such a long period and for helping to
move the group to its current position. In the last newsletter he mentioned how well the group worked 
together and as a team. I hope I can help this continue. John is of course not lost to us but is continuing 
with organising shows and events for which I’m sure we are all very grateful. 

Sadly, Richard Hobbs, one of our founding members, has decided to step down from the committee. I’m 
sure you will join me in thanking Richard for his significant contribution to the group over the last 17 years 
and I hope he will continue to be a member for many years to come.

The last few months have seen us attend both the Bentley and Surrey Hills wood fairs. What great 
displays the group managed to achieve. Many thanks to all those able to attend. Numbers are going from 
strength to strength and the spread of our offerings never ceases to amaze me. I know there were some 
glitches at Bentley but John is co-ordinating feedback and, with luck, next year we can provide another 
impressive show. I guess we will have to make a collective decision about our attendance next year but for
now please ensure your feedback is provided.

The NCFed and our join / not join stance has been challenging. I know we have individuals with very strong
feelings on both sides of the fence in our group. The special members meeting was not as well attended as
I would have liked but those present reached some very clear decisions. We have deferred our decision to 
join for a 12 month period to give time for the NCFed to review their constitution and, hopefully, make 
changes that pacify our non-believers. I agree with the majority, that we need a national body in the 
country, and will work to try to find ways that smooth the path in its creation. A strategy for our way 
forward was agreed unanimously at the meeting which was for me to seek the possibility of election as a 
co-opted Director and to act as a representative / go-between for SSCG.

I attended the NCFed AGM in Dorset at the Ancient Technology Centre in Cranbourne. What a wonderful 
site that is. I thoroughly recommend a visit to the centre if you have the opportunity. The session was well 
organised and had a great friendly atmosphere and representation from groups from all over the country. 
I was asked to give a brief presentation about myself to the Directors, then dismissed (while my ears were 
burning) to give them time to consider whether I was worthy to become a co-opted Director and 
represent SSCG. I understand the vote was unanimous so I am now a co-opted Director of the NCFed as 
well. That, of course, brings other responsibilities with it but I hope will be able to smooth the path 
towards us joining. What became very clear to me during the whole experience was that the NCFed is still 
very much in its early stages of development and needs help to shape it to become the kind of 
organisation many of us would like it to be. I hope my contribution will be in some way beneficial for us 
and for the coppice industry.
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As if that was not enough for someone new to the role of Chairman, I was asked to give a brief 
presentation to the Euro Coppice conference at Greenwich University.  I highlighted our successes 
including our working together, discounts, Business model for shows, use of our email mechanism and the
Stihl / Datatag initiative. There will be more on Euro Coppice when time allows. 

By now, hopefully, we have all been able to get back out into the woods and started cutting again. Like 
many, I guess, I have found the seasons this year seem to have started and finished at very different times 
to the last couple of years. Normally by now I am eyeing up Birch for my brushes and planning my cutting,
but many young Birches I have seen even today still have a full set of green leaves on. Certainly, my Hazel 
still has nearly full leaves and my Ash trees look like they are enjoying a nice long summer – in November!

I looked back at some of John’s reports to gain inspiration for this one. I find it interesting, if not a little 
disappointing, that we seem to be generally discussing similar things and little progress has been made on
some. Does anyone remember FISA – I have been unable to get any further information than was 
discussed many months ago at one of our members meetings. 

John has been asked to head up our approach to Bio-security. He is putting a sub-group together to do 
this. It has not emerged a high priority for the NCFed so we will need to progress this ourselves. More on 
that at the next members meeting.

With winter approaching I hope we can all look forward to some good time in the woods. Hopefully the 
added burden, seen last year as a result of the storms, will not repeat itself this year. I know many thought
it a mixed blessing because of the extra paid work it brought but I am also aware many of us were run 
ragged trying to catch up with planned work.

In my introductory email to you all I suggested that we try to create a set of standards for products where 
it is practical. By that I mean sizes, shapes and styles etc... that we can recognise as being appropriate for 
the products we make.  Doing so will help us all ensure we can produce consistent products and build our 
market opportunities by being able to sell to larger volume market by perhaps joining up with other 
members to supply larger customers. Market opportunities are there and I genuinely believe we can 
exploit them to our benefit. I know John is keen for us to create a handbook for the group so I think we can
combine this into something of benefit for all. I welcome constructive suggestions on this.

Our next members meeting will soon be upon us and I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible 
there. In the meantime, happy cutting!   

Chris Letchford.
Chairman

 British Woodlands Survey

http://sylva.org.uk/forestryhorizons/bws2014/ZPA

  sponsored by  

New equipment register set up by stihl to help protect your gear & inform others of any
recently stolen items to look out for.

https://www.arbsafe.co.uk/
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Hands On Day

We had the usual good turn out for the Hands On Day back in July & there were a few new faces there too.
Our friends from various other regional groups also came along & enjoyed the day as well as reps from the

NCF. We had the usual tool auction, with the odd pudding thrown in (thanks Will), along with some
excellent catering thanks to Richie, Dave & Debbie. This was washed down with the local cider & beer

which was on tap all weekend.
Although this format works very well, the committee are looking at ways of improving the event for next

year. So if you have any good ideas then please speak to John Sinclair. We don't want the event to become
stale or predictable, but we do feel the social networking & 'hands on' approach is a good foundation.

Unconventional Hydrocarbon Resources of the Weald 

Please find below a link to some recent research into the shale gas & oil resources within the weald AONB
& its lack of commercial potential.

http://www.highweald.org/about-the-high-weald-unit/news/2205-unconventional-hydrocarbon-
resources-of-the-weald.html

Application for Nine Acre Copse

On 11 September 2014, the SDNPA Planning Committee refused planning permission for Celtique Energie
Weald Limited’s application for Nine Acre Copse, Fernhurst. Full details in the link below.

http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning

NELMS not EWGS

The EWG Scheme has been discontinued & is now been deployed as NELMS (New England Land
Management Scheme), which combines EWGS with the Environmental Stewardship Scheme, along with

some additional CAP reforms.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cap-reform-august-2014-update-including-greening-how-

it-works
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EUROCOPPICE EVENT
3rd to 5th November 2014

University of Greenwich, Medway Campus

The aim of this event was to give the members of the COST Action,
who came from 29 different countries, an over view of the coppice

industry in the South East of England. The first days fieldtrip took in
the Torry Hill Fencing Enterprise, Godinton Estate's wood fuelled

boiler and Alan Sage's workshop, CP Routes Fencing and the Forestry
Commission's Kings Wood at Challock.

The second day long conference, included presentations on
why coppice is valued for historical, biodiversity and

landscape reasons, and then on the extent of the coppice
resource before moving into the ways that links are made

between woodland owners and workers. This was followed
by a series of short presentations from woodland managers

and workers giving a range of different perspectives. The
final presentation, by Rob Jarman, described the research

into the origin of sweet chestnut – was it introduced by the
Romans as is generally thought or is there a more

complicated story that can be revealed by genetic studies? 

Debbie Bartlett

The Wood Register

Back in the spring of 2011 I began listing woodlands that were available for management in each
newsletter. The list has helped a lot of members locate woods to manage regularly, or as a one off cut.

With the formation of a Kent Coppice Group it has the potential to be run as a joint venture & as such will
expand in the new year to cover Kent, Sussex & Surrey. Instead of simply been listed in the newsletter, it
will now be listed on its own dedicated web site www.thewoodregister.co.uk . This will help make the list

more accessible & easier to keep up to date. It also means that you will be able to add your details or
remove them online, whenever you need to. The web site also contains a location map, so you can search

either by the list or directly by your location. I've also been able to develop a free android mobile app as
well, which will shortly be available for download & I am currently looking at making this available on

iphone & windows platforms as well.

In order to test out the web site & app out before its officially launched in the new year, I do need some
data & people to test it. So if any members wish to register their company or land on The Wood Register

prior to the launch, then please complete the online form:
http://www.thewoodregister.co.uk/form.html

The web site & its design are still under development & I'm aware the map doesn't load in all web
browsers at the moment. But if you do have any suggestions about the site, or experience any other

issue's (especially mac users) then please let me know so I can improve it before we officially launch it in
the new year. Thanks.

Alan Sage
enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk

mailto:enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk
http://www.thewoodregister.co.uk/form.html
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Show Stand Design Competition
The group are looking for a new stand/shelter to use at shows & events. In the past we have used those

awful gazebo's which aren't attractive, sustainable or very good in bad weather. So we are looking to
commission someone to make something we can use at shows, which whilst looking attractive also shows

what can be done with coppice materials. The basic criteria will there-for be as follows:
• Must cover an area of at least 3M x 3M x 3M (although can be bigger).

• Be able to fit in the back of a small car.
• Be easily put up by two people without the use of ladders.

• Offer protection from rain & preferably have removable sides or front.
• Use coppice materials in some way (although other materials can also be used).

• Be of reasonable cost.
• Be sturdy & self supporting.

• Preferably of light weight construction.
The group will purchase the winning design. We will also put a sign up promoting the person or company
that designed & made the stand, with your contact details on in case anyone else is interested in having

something similar made. You can go down any road you like in terms of design, shape or style. Traditional
or contemporary, functional or eccentric. So get your design heads on & start having a think. The

committee will choose the winning design at the Hands On Day 2015.
Some designs to get you thinking...

Roundhouse Design
Would score high with its
use of coppice materials,
but low in terms of ease
of erection & portability.

Mike Abbots Design
Would score high in terms
of its low cost, but low in

terms of its use of very
long poles.

Roger Days Hyperbolic
Design

Would score high in terms
of its use of short poles,

low cost & innovative
design.

Yurt Design
Would score high in terms

of its use of coppice
materials, but low in

terms of cost, portability
& ease of erection.

Your New Committee:
If you have any ideas, or feel there's an issue that the group should be tackling, then please feel free

to talk to someone on the committee about it.

Chris Letchford
John Sinclair
Ian White
Will Wallace
Ian Swain
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Graham West

Chairman & Training
Shows
Secretary & Treasurer
Group Discounts
Group Merchandise
The Wood Register
Newsletter & Website
Speakers

chris.letchford@btinternet.com
jdsinclair2013@gmail.com
ian@greenboot.co.uk
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
ian@theluddite.com
enquiries@thewoodregister.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
Graham.West@southdowns.gov.uk

07798825032
07743164422
01256397919
07899894294
07810771122
07923616608
07743047209 
07866962660
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Committee Meeting Dates 2015
Members are welcome to attend any committee meetings, just check with one of the committee

first incase of any late date changes.

22nd Janruary 7.30pm till 10.00pm Committee Meeting @ The Shy Horse, 423 
Leatherhead Road, Chessington, 
Surrey, KT9 2NQ

26th March 7.30pm till 10.00pm Committee Meeting @ The Shy Horse, 423 
Leatherhead Road, Chessington, 
Surrey, KT9 2NQ

18th June 7.30pm till 10.00pm Committee Meeting @ The Shy Horse, 423 
Leatherhead Road, Chessington, 
Surrey, KT9 2NQ

29th October 7.30pm till 10.00pm Committee Meeting @ The Shy Horse, 423 
Leatherhead Road, Chessington, 
Surrey, KT9 2NQ

Forthcoming Member Meetings & Group Shows 2014:
The speaker at the next members meeting will be Tim Hodges.

Date: Time: Event: Venue:

20th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting,
speaker is Tim Hodges

@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

Forthcoming Member Meetings & Group Shows 2015:
19th February 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,

Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

16th April 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

16th July 7.30pm till 9.30pm AGM @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

19th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

Editors Comments:

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this, my last newsletter. Roger Day will be our new
newsletter editor & I'm sure he'll be able to improve on my previous attempts. So if you wish to

write any articles, or submit any info then please forward them to him directly in the future. Many
thanks.

Alan Sage
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
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