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Putting Life into your Landscape” Summer 2014 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Welcome to our summer edition and thank you to those members who have taken up Christine’s Gauntlet and contributed to this 

issue.  I for one will enjoy it all the more for those contributions.  

 

The leaves are on the trees and on several occasions I have worked in the filtered, dappled sunlight, the hares are chasing each 

other on the rides, and it has not been raining every day. (This has even been a bit of barbecue weather but as they say in  

Yorkshire with a x Scottish accent ‘ye cannae eat the view’. ) 

 

So on the subject of ability to eat, my impression is the optimism and people spending money in March and April has faltered a 

bit. Several members report takings and orders at recent shows down on last year in spite of the weather over show weekends 

being good. Whether this is a reaction to predictions of interest rate rises soon (albeit that the increase in interest rates may trigger 

the grey pound to spend more). So I have a nasty feeling we are back to the order of the day being struggle on but I hope to be 

proved wrong.  

 

Thinking of recent events I have attended. The HCCG members meeting on peg making I enjoyed in spite of dart in finger,  

rushing  in a desperate attempt to be faster than Les Brannon in the make 6 pegs against the clock.  

 

I attended the Forest of Dean Heritage Centre Festival of Fire and Wood. For the earth charcoal burn, HCCG members Roz and 

Steve Reed were also part of the team. During the burn the grandson of the last Forest of Dean earth burners (Mr. Roberts who 

retired in 1954) brought with him three photographs which had been handed down to him. One of the photographs I have seen 

published, which the grandson was not aware of (there’s another author who owes me half a pint for promoting a sale), but the 

other two I have not seen before so while the direct within living memory trade information is dying out it is still possible to tease 

out some good information at shows.  

 

I attended the Association of Pole Lathe Turners Bodgers Ball at a very windy field in East Sussex. The marquee contractor came 

out with additional ropes, lorry ratchet straps and 4’ tent pegs; a type of camping weekend that if it don’t kill you it makes you 

stronger.  

 

Instead of coming back by the main road, I went into Brighton to seek out some fully grown elm trees. I am familiar with the leaf 

pattern and colour from the second and third generation sucker regrowth that gets about 6m before the beetle gets it again. The 

last all elms in Wimborne I remember being cut down in 1976 when I was in short trousers and was one of the watching kids  

worrying the woodman when they got too close.  

 

I have a couple of photographs of Brighton elms with the classic branch spread profile but I will save them for a quiet news  

edition of the Teller or display at a members meeting.  

 

I attended  the open workshop event of Plankbridge Hutmakers (Shepherds Huts) as part of Dorset Arts Week and a Gypsy and 

Roma Cultural Event in Dorchester where some craft was being practised and the most kettle cranes I have seen in one place. I 

attended with APT member Chris Albury. We shared the Derv and two events in one journey as part of our struggle on strategy 

on the Committee side as well as the Committee meetings.  

 

I have been lobbying HCCG views re the National Federation to reinforce the sterling work Toni is doing for us. 

 

I look forward to seeing as many members as we can muster for the Surrey and Sussex Hands on Day on 5th July 2014 

  

Peter Jameson 
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SHOWS AND EVENTS 
 

As regular show demonstrators Les and I are invited back to shows we have previously attended and this is a request direct to us.                                                                                                                             

Sometimes the organisers will also ask us personally to find other people to attend and this may be any demonstration or asking 

for a particular product being made e.g. hurdles. 

 

We will ring round those members that we know do demonstrate at shows and can make the product requested or an alternative. 

We have to take into account who can be relied on to produce a reasonable display and interact well with the public. This could 

be broader if the group could compile a list of those willing to demonstrate at shows with the products they can make during a 

demonstration. We could then have a list on the website and the show organisers could possibly contact individuals from that list. 

 

You get emails from me that are requests by show organisers received via the group website. In most cases I will have already 

contacted the organiser and explained the group policy regarding demonstrating at shows.   

 

I tell them for a multiple demonstration of different coppice/woodland 

products being made at a larger show we would expect an attendance fee 

to be paid to each individual, for a medium show with a few  

demonstrators some help towards expenses would help. For a smaller, 

local show I leave it up to the individual to talk to the organiser, but say 

that as a group our policy is a minimum of no pitch fee provided there is 

a demonstration and we can sell appropriate products to try and cover 

some of our costs.  However, any individual may choose to support their 

local event or chosen charity and that is up to them. 

 

Most shows are now asking for public liability insurance and HCCG has 

insurance that can be used for shows if you do not have your own  

liability cover.  You will need to give Steve Reed our treasurer a couple 

of weeks’ notice of the show and send him a basic risk assessment to 

cover your activities. He can then provide you with the details of the  

policy. If you have this insurance cover you must attend as a  

representative of the group. This could be demonstrated by a small notice with the group logo, a polo shirt with logo, some  

leaflets or you may be able to borrow a group banner from a committee member. 

 

Show organisers are becoming more particular over what they expect to see so what makes a good demonstration at a show?  Not 

just the product or technique being made or carried out. We need to engage with the general public and talk about what we are 

doing, how that involves coppice, woodland management and the benefits.                                                                                                                            

 

The person you are chatting to might be a potential customer, a woodland 

owner seeking advice, someone already working in woodland or who would 

like to. For me this might need some further networking, helping people find 

information or links and you may see this in a resulting e-mail. 

 

Shows are also an opportunity to display and sell a wide and varied range of 

woodland/ coppice products and show people the diversity available. Those 

living further away or needing something later can be directed to the  

Members Products and Services page of the group website or to the national 

Coppice Products website to find suppliers closer to home or at another time. 

 

Please let a member of the committee know your details if you would like them to be possibly forwarded onto a show organiser. 

Please be specific about what demonstrations you can do and what area you would be happy to travel within and any other  

requirements. We can also post details of a show for you on the group website and Facebook page if you are attending as a  

demonstrator and supply us with the details. 

 

By the time you read this we will have attended a few more shows this season. I look forward to seeing you at one either  

demonstrating alongside us or as a visitor. 

 

Toni Brannon 
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Members Meeting-Gipsy Peg Making 

 
We had a Members Meeting on Gipsy Peg Making at Micheldever Station Village 

Hall to which 12 members and 2 guests came. To start with, Peter Jameson and Les 

Brannon demonstrated how the pegs are made, making six pegs each in 15mins 8secs 

and 17mins 35 secs respectively. Peter reckons to sell them for 33p each and Les 12 

for £5 on a sliver of hazel for  

presentation. You may count this as 

money for presentation or for the  

difference in price between the Dorset 

and Sussex sides of Hampshire. At 33p 

each and that speed, Peter estimates that 

would just make the minimum wage 

including time for cutting the hazel.  

 

After that, the rest of us had a chance to have a go. I managed to produce two quite 

creditable pegs with a bit of extra coaching from Les, which are now doing duty on 

my washing. I did however manage to stick the dart point that Peter uses for making 

the hole in the metal into my finger, as I neglected to make the hole before winding 

the metal round the peg. Sadly, lacking both brute force and skill, things tend to go a 

bit wrong when I have only the ignorance left.  

 

The pictures, kindly provided by Robin Bartholomew, show the two demonstrators in 

their competition, with a  details of Peter putting the slit for the end of the metal 

binder in the peg then hammering the pin home.  

 

Thanks to Peter and Les for teaching us how to make pegs, and for Sue for  

providing us with tea and cake again. A really interesting evening, and one I wish 

more of you had shared.   

 

As an addition to this, Les has sold 

pegs to gipsies at both the New Forest 

Show and Portchester who have not 

learned how to make them.  

At Portchester it was a stall holder who agreed with Les that it wasn’t bad for a 

gorgio (non-Romany). Peter had a similar experience at the New Forest Show 

where a 35-ish father told his teenagers to watch carefully how they were made as 

his father made thousands or millions but never passed it on to him as it was  

considered out of date when he was old enough to learn. It seems the Romanys 

are taking  renewed interest in their old ways, which is good as most of the rest of 

the country seem to have lost them and particularly interesting that people like 

ourselves seem to be the repository of the knowledge of their old ways.  

National Coppice Federation 

 
The National Coppice Federation (NCFed) is continuing to organise itself. HCCG has now paid the £2 per head required and 

HCCG is now a member of the Federation with Toni Brannon  representing us and being a Director. . This currently means that if 

you wish to take advantage of the  

Federations arrangements, a discounted public liability insurance which can cover woodland and show activities including public 

and employers liability tailored to fit individual members is available, and the Gathering in October is currently being arranged.  

 

For details on the insurance, please contact Toni Brannon, phone number on next page. For more information on the gathering 

and a booking form look on website  http://dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk/news/ 

 

The NCFed web site is now running a couple of pages. Find it at website  www.ncfed.org.uk  

http://dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk/news/
http://www.ncfed.org.uk
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Have you considered the cost of your chainsaw recently? 

 
I was talking to our chairman recently and we touched on the cost of running a chainsaw.  In case you have not worked it out here 

are my calculations. 

Unleaded petrol is currently about £1.30 per litre. 

I paid about £5 per litre for two stroke oil ( I checked the internet and it can be from £2.39 to over £10) 

So a litre of 40:1 costs about £1.42 

My recently purchased chain oil cost £3.06 per litre 

To fill my little saw takes 0.41 litres of fuel and 0.29 of chain oil which on the above figures costs about £1.46 

The larger saw has capacities of 0.5 and 0.28 and so costs about £1.57. 

 

Now I try to refill before I run out so the above can only be a guide but it is still worth thinking about how many times you fill up 

during a day of coppicing or when you cut up a kiln full of wood for charcoal. 

Steve Reed 

Management Committee 

 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and 

Membership) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice Chairman) 
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller co-editor) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

Darren Hammerton 

Phil Clayton 

Kester Westcott 

Pass it On 

 
Just a reminder that leads to work, coppice for cutting and other items of interest sent by Toni to HCCG members are for Group 

members only. We have had an incident where this was passed onto someone else, which may have stopped one of our members 

getting the work.  

 

This is difficult if you work with a non-member, but please encourage them to join. The fee of £10 a year is not likely to break the 

bank, and with the advertising from the web-site and leads passed on, this can often be recouped many times.  

 

There might also be the situation where you cannot take the work, as it is too much, too far away, or some other reason, but know 

someone that can. In that case, please pass this back to Toni, who will pass this on only if no HCCG member is able to take it. We 

try to help our members first, then, if that fails, give any information we have to the contact so that we are seen as being helpful. 

They may come back to us later with something one of us can do next time.  
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Further Study of After Chelara-an Ecological View 
  

 

 

A further study has been carried out in the same way as that described in the last issue of 

the Teller, but adding a few more tree species and a further two methods of management.  

 

The methods of management are the more interesting as they are; 

Thinning diseased and dead trees and coppicing ash including any other trees to make the 

procedure viable.  

Removal of all ash but encouraging natural regeneration and subsequent management to 

develop overstorey species.  

 

A number of alternative species were included with four alternative ash species, manna, 

American, green and Manchurian. Of these, Manchurian is known to be susceptible to 

Chelara, so it was presumably included for completeness. A total of 48 alternative species, 

both native and non-native were investigated.  

 

Those that supported more than 400 ash associated species were all native or naturalised; 

oak, beech, elm, hazel, birch, alder, rowan and sycamore, with aspen just below the 400 

mark.  

 

As oak and beech were the trees that supported the most ash associated species, the study also noted that these are very different 

in many ways to ash, not least in the speed of decomposition of the litter, and hence carbon cycling, and shade. Alder is the most 

similar in decomposition rates, carbon cycling and litter quality but supports far fewer associated species.  

 

Also important are the size, number and shape of holes in the trees, so in many ways mature and veteran trees of any species will 

be important for some users such as  birds and bats.  The other woodland flora is also important. For instance, if there is hazel 

coppice growing under the standard trees, beech and sycamore will be among the worst alternatives.  

 

If you want to read the whole report it is found on http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/search?q=chalra&num=100  Again it 

is over 200 pages, although a fair number may be missed out.  

 

There are also some case studies. Having read one or two, it seems that the most important thing is to know what you have. For 

instance in one case there were a number of moths that could use wild privet as an alternative, so this would be a good species to 

introduce or increase on that site. Unfortunately, while most of us are aware of a lot of the flora and fauna on the sites we work, 

we will be less aware of obscure moths and other invertebrates, bryophytes such as liverworts and mosses, and the microfauna 

that inhabit the woodland. I was however encouraged to find that on a National Nature Reserve, they had done a less complete 

flora survey than I have done in our wood.  
  

The Royal Forestry Society has issued some guidelines on management of ash under various levels of infection. For uninfected 

stands the advice is to continue as normal and promote fast healthy growth. Always make sure that boots, vehicles and tools that 

may have been used in infected stands have been disinfected. Regularly monitor stands and report any potential infection to the 

FC.  

 

In older infected stands, that is, those over 25 years old, there should be a presumption against felling if less than 25% of the 

crown is affected. Check frequently for honey fungus as this will often kill the tree. It is better to leave the trees as far as possible 

so that resistant individuals can be indentified. If chelara occurs in coppice, if small numbers are affected, it is suggested the 

stools should be killed. All coppicing should cease until the situation becomes clearer as the new growth is more susceptible until 

it is 10 years old.  

 

Where possible, all brash from infected trees should be burnt.   
  

The article can be found on http://www.rfs.org.uk/files/Managing-chelara-ash-dieback_May2014.pdf 

 

Remember to check the FC website periodically for information on Chelara and other plant diseases.  
 



 

6 

 First student graduates from Hoburne Woodlander Coppice course 

 

Some news of training carried out by HCCG member Paul Brockman in conjunction with the John Muir award scheme. It is 

aimed at school aged youngsters who are less academic and want to include some practical skills in their schooling.  

 

  

      
 

A Hampshire teenager has become the first student to complete a two-year Introduction to Woodland Management course run at 

Hoburne Bashley in the New Forest. 

 

The course was designed after Willow Melia, 16, showed huge potential during a six-week course in the woodlands at the holiday 

park with other pupils from Arnewood School in New Milton. Tutors at Sparsholt College were so impressed with his final  

portfolio that he has been offered a place to study there from September. Now it is hoped other pupils at the school will follow in 

his footsteps. 

 

Hoburne’s Woodland Manager, Paul Brockman, who ran the course, said: 

“This opens up land-based industries as a possible career path at a time when few people are going into these jobs and we have a 

large number of neglected woodlands in the UK. Willow really stood out to us and so we set up a pilot project between Hoburne 

and Arnewood School to harness and further that interest. It’s been a pleasure working with the school and Willow. He’s worked 

really hard and been so reliable; it’s been great to have him on board. “ 

 

General Manager at Hoburne Bashley, Bob Lawrence, added: “Hoburne is 

having a direct input young people’s education in this area and that’s wonder-

ful.” 

Woodlander have now been accepted to deliver the John Muir award for our 

Introduction to Woodland management course. This is a nationally recognised 

qualification attached to our course. It has 4 challenges which are, Discover, 

Explore, Conserve and Share. The award is progressive and has 3 levels of 

difficulty. 

 

The John Muir Award is an environmental award that encourages people of all 

backgrounds to connect, enjoy and care for wild places through a structured 

yet adaptable scheme. The Award is not competitive but should challenge each 

participant. Taking part will develop an understanding of, and responsibility for, a chosen wild place or places. This award and 

course will offer an opportunity for young people and others to get motivated and inspired to go onto further education to get into 

managing woodlands using traditional methods of management. 

 

We are hoping to pilot the first award programme with Arnewood secondary school in New Milton.Would be good to have the 

groups input into this course as well. 

 

Paul Brockman 


