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Chairman’s Report

Dear all,

It is with mixed feelings that I write my final Chairman’s Report. Joy and elation! Not because I have not 
enjoyed the experience, I have, but because I firmly believe that the group has moved on in the last 5 
years and with fresh ideas it will continue to move onwards and upwards. It also means I can spend a bit 
more time on some other things for the group.

There will, no doubt, be all sorts of numbers banded about at the AGM on July 17th which will cover the 
number of members and bank balance etc. etc. While these are important they do not represent the 
intrinsic value of being part of a group that behaves as a group or team. It is all about the people not the 
numbers. To me the fact that we communicate with each other and with other organisations and groups 
much more than we did in the past is great. The way we have tried all sorts of things and now have got 
workable models that can be rolled out to other groups for wider benefit is a measure of success. The fact 
that we are cooperative and outward-looking is great. We share what we have and help each other which 
is also great. The way we welcome people from all backgrounds, interests, and areas and have regular 
members from 7 Counties is great. These are my measures of success.

I am personally thrilled that Kent are forming a group and look forward to working closely with them in 
whatever way we can. This gives us all a huge opportunity because whereas we have good links with 
Hampshire and Dorset and exchange information with others still further afield, we could always do 
better. These links have emerged and evolved over time on an informal basis. All the good things can be 
identified, as can any weaknesses which can be worked on. With Kent, the opportunity is to learn from all 
this and set up, from scratch, a ‘best practice’ model for the future. The SSCG has had some successes but 
if we miss an opportunity like this, to do things better, we make life harder than it needs to be and life is 
tough enough as it is!

The NCFed will be represented at the HOD and I hope we will all listen attentively and ask relevant 
questions and then offer considered opinions. I am sure that they will do exactly the same because it is not 
just in talking to others that you can make progress; it is actually more in the listening to others that we 
can benefit. When we gather at the AGM hopefully we will be able to make better informed decisions 
concerning our future relationship with the NCFed and similarly they will be in a better position to see our 
point of view.

Anyhow, enough of this wittering. I have enjoyed my time as Chairman and will offer the new Chairman as 
much support as I can, as I am sure you all will too. Thank you all for your support and guidance over the 
last 5 years.

Cheers,

John Sinclair.
Chairman & Shows
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Stihl & DataTag Security Marking Event
A big thanks to John Sinclair for been the driving force behind this concept & getting Stihl & DataTag together to 

see if there is any mileage in making security marking standard, not just on chainsaws, but any forestry kit & 
machinery.

Stihl are seriously looking at this possibility & assessing the views & thoughts of customers & suppliers. I think this 
event helped both companies explore the possibility further & gain valuable market research. If Stihl go ahead with 
the concept then it would probably give them a competitive edge over the other main chainsaw manufacturers for 

a couple of years, until they are able to do the same & catch up.

The weak link in all this is the Police, they need to start scanning any bits of kit they come across. Whether it be 
when they stop a vehicle for traffic offences, or when there is a crime committed. At present DataTag have given 
them lots of free (or discounted) training & equipment, but unfortunately this has usually been in limited area's of 

the force. So the common Bobby is still not up to scratch in terms of knowledge & equipment. However this can be 
worked on & with continued pressure from DataTag, Stihl & groups like us, we can improve the recovery process & 

system.
Once that has happened then criminals will become all to aware of how these stolen items are able to incriminate 

them & hopefully target other industries & businesses that aren't connected to forestry who are not as security 
conscious.

There is now also further discussion with DataTag regarding larger machinery, vehicles & yard protection. The 
proposed solution will rely on GMS communication & is instant & track-able. We have been promised discounts on 

this equipment too once it becomes available.
In view of the high amount of thefts taking place in the SE at the moment, I can only suggest that you all take a 

serious look at your own security measures & controls. In the last two years alone, theft has cost my business over 
£20k, which is a lot of money for any business to loose & make up again.

DataTag managed to mark over x100 Stihl machines at the event which was all paid for by Stihl & given to the SSCG 
for free. Usually this marking costs around £30 per machine, so we have gained significantly from this venture as a 

group & as individuals. Thanks again to John, not only for organising the event but for allowing members of the 
Kent Coppice Co-Operative to benefit & come along as well. A thanks must also go out to everyone at DataTag, 

Stihl & for the free use of the facilities at Flimwell too.



Kent Coppice Co-Operative
The formation of the Kent Coppice Co-Operative is going well & gaining interest from more people within 

the coppice industry. Whilst the group will be independent of the SSCG, close links have already been 
forged & on occasions joint initiatives will be set up. The first of which is the expansion of the Wood 

Register. This is basically an initiative to help woodsman find woods to cut in & also to help land owners 
find woodsman to manage their woods, on both a short & long term basis. By having a central point of 

contact for the three counties, it is hoped the initiative will be more comprehensive & successful.
We are also jointly working on a 'memorandum of understanding' between the two groups to formalise 
our relationship & encourage working together where possible. This could become a blue print for other 

neighbouring groups to adopt in the future.
We already have an email forum set up & are working on the formal Co-Operative structure of the group 

which we feel is a stronger foundation for the Kent Group.
If anybody wishes to join the Kent Coppice Co-Operative they can do so by contacting me & I will put you 

on the email list. Membership fee's won't apply until we have formally set up & registered as a co-
operative.

We will have a small stand at the Hands On Day as well if you wish to find out more, or simply to have a 
chat. Our next members meeting will be at Torry Hill from 7pm onwards on 09/09/14.

Alan Sage
info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Future UK Bio Security

The committee are currently looking at ways to increase pressure on the Forestry Commission, DEFRA, 
MPs, MEPs & other  Government Departments to increase the UK's national bio-security measures, in-line 
with those currently employed by countries like New Zealand. As increasingly this looks like an area that 
will effect our livelihoods in the very near future.

There are seven new research projects in the pipeline that have received a total of £7M to help address 
threats to the UK's forests, woods and trees in the longer term. The multi-disciplinary Tree Health and 
Plant Biosecurity Initiative (THAPBI) http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/2013/tree-health-and-
plant-biosecurity-phase2.aspx will generate knowledge to tackle pests and diseases and to support the 
future health of the UK's woodlands, commercial forests and urban trees.

Environment Minister Lord de Mauley said: "Safeguarding the future of our trees and plants is enormously 
important – on more than one occasion we have seen the dreadful trail of destruction such diseases can 
leave behind. And it's not just the environment that suffers, but the economy too. It is vital we invest in 
research like this to better protect our precious woodland from the future threat of pest and disease."

The full press release, including details of the projects funded, can be found on the BBSRC website. 
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/news/fundamental-bioscience/2014/140325-pr-projects-to-help-save-forests-
woods-trees.aspx

However, as a group & as individuals, we do need to put our views across if we are to protect the woods 
we earn our livings from. Whilst the government are putting money into the control of these threats, the 
real cure is prevention, by stopping these pests or diseases entering the UK. Not only is this measure 
potentially more effective, but it is also the cheaper & simpler option.

I hope you will all actively write & take part in lobbying for this to happen in due course.

http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/news/fundamental-bioscience/2014/140325-pr-projects-to-help-save-forests-woods-trees.aspx
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/news/fundamental-bioscience/2014/140325-pr-projects-to-help-save-forests-woods-trees.aspx
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/2013/tree-health-and-plant-biosecurity-phase2.aspx
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/2013/tree-health-and-plant-biosecurity-phase2.aspx
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Sussex & Surrey Coppice Group
invite you to the

Hands On Day
to be held at

Fernhurst Furnace, Vann Road, Fernhurst.
Saturday 5th July

This is a great opportunity to have a go at things that you might not normally do, whilst 
meeting other group members & chatting about the issue's that effect you. Much business 

gets done behind the scenes whilst also having a good day out with like minded people. 
Family & friends are welcomed & encouraged to come along. Remember this is a 

completely free event.

Hands On activities will include:
Cleaving, Pole Lathe Turning, Blacksmithing, Peg Making & Shrink Pots  amongst others.

There will also be one or two activities specifically for kids to have a go at; deer skittles, 
janga, catapult range, etc...

There is free camping & parking all weekend. Toilets & running water on site with the usual 
camp fire & entertainment during the evening & into the night.

An evening meal will be served on the Saturday at £5 per head (venison or veggie options) 
& there will also be locally sourced real ale & cider available at £1 a pint all day & into the 

evening.

The tool auction this year will be limited to 50 lots, 
so make sure you put your lot in early if you have 

anything to sell. There will also be a £1 commission 
charged per lot (this is to help make the event self 

financing & to hopefully also increase the quality of 
the lots for sale). Job lots welcomed & encouraged.

Directions to Fernhurst:
Fernhurst sits on the A286, south of Haslemere & 

north of Midhurst in West Sussex.

Please do let us know you are coming in advance, so 
we can cater for the right number of people.

If you require any further details then please 
contact John Sinclair jdsinclair2013@gmail.com

or 07743164422
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
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Show Stand Design Competition
The group are looking for a new stand/shelter to use at shows & events. In the past we have used those 

awful gazebo's which aren't attractive, sustainable or very good in bad weather. So we are looking to 
commission someone to make something we can use at shows, which whilst looking attractive also shows 

what can be done with coppice materials. The basic criteria will there-for be as follows:
• Must cover an area of at least 3M x 3M x 3M (although can be bigger).

• Be able to fit in the back of a small car.
• Be easily put up by two people without the use of ladders.

• Offer protection from rain & preferably have removable sides or front.
• Use coppice materials in some way (although other materials can also be used).

• Be of reasonable cost.
• Be sturdy & self supporting.

• Preferably of light weight construction.
The group will purchase the winning design. We will also put a sign up promoting the person or company 
that designed & made the stand, with your contact details on in case anyone else is interested in having 

something similar made. You can go down any road you like in terms of design, shape or style. Traditional 
or contemporary, functional or eccentric. So get your design heads on & start having a think. The 
committee will choose the winning design at the Hands On Day 2015, it would be good to see any 

drawings or maquettes at this years Hands On Day as well, to hopefully inspire others & to see what 
designs your coming up with.

Some designs to get you thinking...

Roundhouse Design
Would score high with its  
use of coppice materials,  
but low in terms of ease  
of erection & portability.

Mike Abbots Design
Would score high in terms  
of its low cost, but low in  

terms of its use of very  
long poles.

Roger Days Hyperbolic 
Design

Would score high in terms  
of its use of short poles,  

low cost & innovative  
design.

Yurt Design
Would score high in terms  

of its use of coppice  
materials, but low in  

terms of cost, portability  
& ease of erection.

Winston Churchill Memorial Trust
The Heritage Craft Association have got together with the Churchill Fellowship to make more funds 

available for crafts people. The deadline for submission is September 23rd 2014. Please view their website 
for full details & eligibility.
http://www.wcmt.org.uk/

Coppice Week 2015
Its looking increasingly likely that we won't be running Coppice Week in 2015, due to the costs involved in 

making it a self financing event. We will have a further discussion about the event at the AGM & informally 
at the Hands On Day, in case you have any views or opinions on it that you wish to put forward.

http://www.wcmt.org.uk/


COPPICE SURVEY
Coppicing is a traditional and sustainable way of managing woodland. Trees are cut down to 
ground level and then grow up with several stems.  The process can be repeated indefinitely, the 
number of years in the cycle varying with the type of tree and what the timber is used for. This 
practice is important in maintaining woodland wildlife with many different plants and animals – 
from butterflies to dormice – benefiting from increased light levels and shrubby re-growth. 

We need to know how much coppice is cut and where it is 
happening in order to target research into woodland butterflies 
and moths.  This information also helps raise awareness of 
the industry and increase support for local coppice products. 
Two surveys, each covering three years, have been carried 
out since 2000 and have been effective in raising awareness 
of the industry as well as attracting funding.

It is now time to repeat this and we need your help.

We want to know where coppice has been cut between 1st 

September 2013 and 31st August 2014.
                                   
Please help by filling in the from below or sending the 
information in by email d.bartlett@gre.ac.uk     or post to: Debbie 
Bartlett, School of Science, University of Greenwich, Central 
Avenue, Chatham Maritime, Kent, ME4 4TB.

Coppice Survey Form
Your Name:
Address:

Email or Phone No:
Name of Wood:
Parish:
Grid Ref:

Tree Species:
Sweet Chestnut? Hazel? Mixed?

Approximate area (acres or hectares)

Do you cut this yourself?

Please do take the time to fill in this survey, as it has helped the group & its individual  
members in the past.

mailto:d.bartlett@gre.ac.uk


The Wood Register
'soon to be rolled out into Kent as well'

Woods Needing Woodsman:
Standing Sweet Chestnut available, woodland offered for cutting and ongoing management near Beckley, 

East Sussex.
Contact David Ellis

Tel: 01372372594

Over stood hazel & mixed broad leaf available near Chiddingfold.
Contact: Suzanna Williams

Tel: 07978884024
Email: smorganwilliams@yahoo.com

Sandhill Woods, Walton On The Hill, Surrey.
28.5 Acres of Mixed Coppice (mostly over stood) available either as a one off cut or regular 

management. Woodland could also be available to run courses in.
Contact: Roger Collis

Tel: 01737813348
Email: jan@janetcollis.com

Petworth area.
Hazel coppice, some in rotation, some over stood, available for cutting. Please contact head forester Neil 

Humphris.
Tel: 01798342502 or 07768618565

Email: neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk

Woodsman Needing Woods:
Sparrow Hatch Forestry require standing coppice to cut anywhere in the south east area, on short or long 

term agreement. Any species required but would prefer Sweet Chestnut, Ash or Hornbeam either in 
rotation or over stood. Fully qualified & insured with 6+ years experience.

Contact: David Abbott
Tel: 07896036437 

Email: david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk 

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage (info@ajscrafts.co.uk) or 
download the form off of our web site:

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

Editors Comments:
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter, the deadline for the next one is the 30 th 

October. After 4 years on the committee as newsletter editor I have been forced to stand down due 
to my commitments with the newly formed Kent Coppice Co-Operative. Hopefully somebody will 

come forward to take over editing the newsletter which I will slowly hand over between now & the 
end of the year. I aim to continue to work closely with the SSCG & will remain an active committee 

member for the foreseeable future, but in a different capacity. Many thanks.

Alan Sage
Godinton House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 3BP

Mob: 07923616608
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

mailto:david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk
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Forthcoming Group Shows, Events & Meetings 2014:
The next members meeting will focus on group matters, our AGM & the new committee elections.
Date: Time: Event: Venue:
5th July 11.00am onwards Hands On Day @ Fernhurst Furnace, Vann 

Road, West Sussex.
17th July 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting,

AGM
@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

9th to 11th August 9.00am onwards CharFest @ Westdean Woods, West 
Dean, Sussex.

26th to 28th September 9.00am till 5.00pm Weald Woodfair @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

4th & 5th October 9.00am till 5.00pm Surrey Hills Woodfair @ Birtley House, Bramley, 
Guildford, Surrey. GU5 0LB

20th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting
speaker tbc

@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

Your Committee:
The current committee will be standing down at the AGM, anybody interested in joining the  

committee & taking on a role is welcome to put themselves forward.
John Sinclair
Ian White
Will Wallace
Ian Swain
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Richie Hobbs
Gemma Root
Chris Letchford

Chairman & Shows
Secretary & Treasurer
Group Discounts
Speakers & Merchandise
Newsletter Editor
Innovations & Website
Senior Consultant
Consultant
Courses & Training

jdsinclair2013@gmail.com
ian@greenboot.co.uk
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
ian@theluddite.com
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
richard@circusbox.co.uk
gemma.root@gmail.com
chris.letchford@btinternet.com

07743164422
01256397919
07899894294
07810771122
07923616608
07743047209 
07731914989
07732711173
07798825032

2014 Committee Meeting Dates
Members are welcome to attend but please let one of the committee know before hand, in case of  

any changes to the dates or venues.
30th October 7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423 Leatherhead 

Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ
Committee 
Meeting

Disclaimer:  Please note that the views expressed within this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors & not necessarily those of the group as a whole. Whilst we take every care to provide the 

most up to date information, we can not accept any liability for any of the information included within.


