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Putting Life into your Landscape” Spring   2014  

Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 

I like a good stake. 

 

As I write and spring has sprung at last, the hazel is in catkin and a definite live green sap colour when fresh cut.  

 

I say at last, in that it has been a long hard winter. The Bournemouth Echo reports a winter rainfall of 589.5mm of rain (almost 2’ 

for those of you who refer to things that way), the wettest since records began and the reference to only 3 wetter Februarys since 

1879 give a feeling for how far the records go back. On the Anecdotal evidence on the day job, I have been over the  

wellington boots twice; once delivering sandbags and once helping to get two cars out of a road resembling a river on the edge of 

Ringwood. In the wood I have found it difficult pushing a wheelbarrow on a woodland floor with brick earth clay underneath and 

equally as I am getting too old [mere whippersnapper - Ed] to spend 2 hours in wet wellies, I am getting too old to keep landing 

on my bottom wearing a wheelbarrow, but whilst gritting my teeth kept repeating the mantra ‘If it don’t kill you it must be  

making you stronger’. 

 

The gale force winds produced some windblow which blocked the track to my kiln site, but thankfully after clearing that hurdle 

turned the corner, heart in the mouth, to see if three kilns were there or if they were wearing a tree. Thankfully windblow near but 

not on. To me St Jude’s storm was bad and the strong blows after when roots had been loosened, but not as bad as 1990 (the 1990 

gale was worse than the 1987 on the Hants/Dorset border). But equally it is said an ill wind that blows nobody any good and all 

the hurdle makers I know are saying this could be something to do with combination of gales destroying panel fence, the just in 

time supply chain for the big timber boys and the big saw mills is hampered or stopped by heavy machinery not being able to 

extract saw logs without too much damage to forest floor and rides, so the coppice worker walking rods or hurdles out on the 

shoulder can carry on (or struggle on). Again Bournemouth Echo Friday 9th March runs a story where a householder in  

Bournemouth had three fence panels slid out of concrete posts and spirited away in the night.   

 

For those of you who turn or carve, the windblow has hopefully given you some interesting timber.  

 

 

Peter Jameson 

 Bean Pole Week is not far away 
 

In this edition you will read about our spring meeting and a Coppice Products guide price for ba-

sic products which has been formed from surveying a number of members.  

 

So finally I notice the Forestry Commission in the New  

Forest is going back to using durable timber for fencing 

stakes and dragons teeth (presumably as the arsenic and  

effectiveness has been reduced from Celcure Care softwood 

timber treatment) and every weekday morning on the day job 

I drive past a mile of chestnut posts and now the dragons 

teeth shown in the photo and as you can see from the other 

photo, there may be gold at the end of the rainbow and hence 

money in the wood, so Happy (and safe)  

cutting to you all.   

 

Peter Jameson 
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  Grow Your Business Course - Sustainability Centre  
 

 

On 28th-30th May the Small Woods Association is  

running a "Grow Your Business" course up at the  

Sustainability Centre. Last summer I was fortunate enough 

to attend the week long version of this course up in  

Coalbrookdale in Telford, 19th-23rd August. Aimed  

primarily at the Small Woods apprentices, the course was 

intended to tie together basic business concepts, some  

networking/site visits along with some specific product 

development with a view to applying the lessons learned 

on the course. It was presented as 'the first one' and a good 

deal of feedback was requested afterward, so as to hone 

any future iterations. So, assuming the three day version is 

a finely tuned version of the week long one, what might 

participants expect to get out of it?  

 

Well, coming from a position that I firmly believe there's always new things to learn and even covering old ground can be useful, 

I found the course very useful and it definitely helped me. The nuts and bolts of the course focused around the classic business 

disciplines, namely understanding time, direct and indirect costs, getting a handle on what you 'really' need to charge for things, 

net and gross, margins as well as the ever important tax and national insurance implications. It was tailored toward the sole trader 

end of things and the business'y' stuff was presented by two business professionals who didn't initially understand coppicing too 

well (arguably not essential for what they covered). The rest was a refreshing blend of activities led by Richard and some other 

great folks who do understand coppicing, which helped to break up the classes, including some local site visits around Shropshire 

and some product development (where we got hands on) and whilst not necessarily critical, was great as a case study on which to 

apply costing assessments for our chosen presentation product. We designed and built some interesting prototypes (birdhouse, 

coat stand, welly rack, hammock stand etc.) using coppiced wood and then presented the results (including business analysis).   

 

I felt that with the right attitude, everybody could get something out of course like this, whether it be from the social media side, 

through to detailed accounting, to managing workflow effectively (critical given the margins available in traditional coppicing 

work!). Probably most suitable for people who have a handle on coppicing activities and coppice crafts and are looking to try to 

take it to the next level. But equally, anybody already running a business would likely pick up a few good tips and maybe pass on 

a few in return!  

 

Not to be underestimated was the chance to simply focus on the concepts of business and talk to like minded people for a good 

amount of time, attempting to apply it all to coppicing and coppice crafts so as to make it more viable as an income. 

 

Phil Clayton 

Proposed HCCG Show 

 

The Committee are thinking of running a show in 2015 arranged by HCCG for members to showcase their work to 

the general public. At present we are considering a site in southern Hampshire which would be easy to get to from 

most parts of the county. 

 

Our aim is to arrange a Wood Fair for the benefit of HCCG members, to show what we can do, and why people 

should buy from us.  

 

There will be no point in trying to arrange this if there is no interest from members, so if anyone is interested please 

contact a member of the Committee. Several phone numbers are given on Page 4. 

Next Members Meeting 

 
The next Members Meeting will be held at the Warren Hall, Micheldever Station 23rd April at 7p.m. for 7.30 p.m. This will be a 

practical evening making gypsy clothes pegs. If you have some suitable peeled hazel, please bring it along. Anyone wanting to 

have a go will need a suitable knife and ideally some tins and tin snips to cut up for binding.  Toni Brannon has already sent out 

details, so this is just a reminder.  
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After Chelara-an Ecological View 

 

A paper covering the alternatives to ash if Chelara ash die back causes significant loss of ash over the whole of the 

UK, the potential ecological impact of ash dieback in the UK by Mitchell RJ et al. has been published.  

 

It assumes that a very high proportion of ash throughout the UK is killed, and the 

paper is written by a number of experts who have done a literature search to find 

suitable alternatives from an ecological point of view. Reviewing the species 

which are associated with ash and ash woodlands, they have looked at a range of 

native species as well as a couple of others that have been suggested as alternatives 

in case of climate warming.  

 

Naturally no tree will be suitable for species that live only on ash, but all species 

that can live on ash and are dependant on it to a greater or lesser  

extent were studied. They found that though oak would support the highest  

proportion of species which are normally found on ash, no one tree would cover 

more than 65% of them, but a mixture would raise this to 85%.  

 

The criteria they studied were things like bark pH, rate of destruction of leaf litter, 

mycorrhizal activity, shade tolerance and leaf size which affect invertebrates, fungi 

and bryophytes. The studies were more academic than practical, as some of the 

alternatives suggested have completely different characteristics from ash in many respects. However, the more eso-

teric do affect the invertebrates, fungi and other organisms that can make use of a tree, rather than the obvious things 

like shade.  

 

It was suggested that mixed oak and beech would support 74% of species currently found on ash, while a mixture of 

field maple, sycamore, birch, hazel, hawthorn, beech, poplar, bird cherry, oak, goat willow and small leaved lime 

would support 84%. It was recognised that not all of these species would be either suitable or appropriate for all 

woods. Shade, high soil pH (alkaline), and rapid leaf decomposition were shown to be the most important variables, 

in spite of a number of these alternatives giving very different conditions.  

 

They recognise that the death rate of ash may be far lower than feared, as we have more varied stock than countries 

like Denmark. In addition, the UK has a rather different climate to continental Europe, which may affect Chelara.  

 

Management of the woodland from the onset of the disease will also affect the short to medium term life of species 

dependant upon ash. If all the ash is cut and the trees completely destroyed immediately an outbreak is confirmed, 

many ash dependant species will die out. If the ash is left to decay naturally, a lot of these species will be saved, at 

least for a few years. Whether the ecological view is the best as far as plant health is concerned will be more a  

decision for the Forestry Commission in the current circumstances than individual woodland owners.  

 

While we, as coppice craftsmen may use ash to a greater or lesser degree, only some of us will have any influence on 

the way the woodland is managed during and after any Chelara outbreak. However, knowing that the most robust  

system will be a mixture of trees, which most of us are aware of anyway, and having scientific backing for this view, 

may allow us to influence woodland owners.  

 

For anyone wishing to read the paper it can be found at jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/JNCC483_web.pdf  The paper is over 

200 pages long, although a number can be skipped, so allow yourself plenty of time.  
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An Old Use for Hazel 

 

 
While we were in Devon over the New Year, 

we visited the House of Marbles at Bovey 

Tracey which used to be a china works. Lots 

of china clay locally, still mined, but the old 

works now closed and changed into a shop 

and museum. Worth a visit if you are in the 

area.  

 

On the wall of the restaurant is this picture 

of packing a china crate. As you can see, 

when the works was functioning, the china 

was packed in hazel crates for transport.  

 

Sorry the picture is not the best quality, but 

it was hanging fairly high on a wall with bad 

lighting and this was the best Kester could 

do with his phone.  

Is there Anybody There? 

 
As I have not had any feedback from anyone about the Teller for a very long time, is there anybody there? 

 

I have repeatedly asked all the members for copy for the Teller, otherwise it tends to become rather monotonous with mainly  

Peter Jameson and me writing it with occasional offerings from other members of the Committee. It also hurts our brains to be 

thinking of 6 pages worth of articles every quarter.  

 

Kester Westcott has a similar problem with the web site and Facebook page. He is trying to keep it fairly up to date and keep the 

web page featuring in the listings so that you will get work from it. Although Dorset Coppice Group only recently started their 

Facebook page, it has overtaken HCCG with likes.  

 

We all do this in such spare time as we have, which may not be very much sometimes.  

 

Please could you send me articles for the Teller, or let me know that you don’t want it to come out quarterly if you find it a  

nuisance or don’t bother reading it. New articles, comments upon articles that have appeared, fully written or in note form are all 

welcome. You can either phone me on 02392 595147 or e-mail me at chris@threecopse.co.uk  

 

Kester would like articles suitable for the web page, and for those of you that use Facebook to like the HCCG page. You can  

contact him via the web site. 

 

Chris Westcott 

Editor of the Teller 

Management Committee 

 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and 

Membership) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice Chairman) 
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller co-editor) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

Darren Hammerton 

Phil Clayton 

Kester Westcott 

National Beanpole Week 

 
National Beanpole Week is 12th to the 20th April. For further 

details see  http://www.beanpoles.org.uk/  

 

HCCG are not arranging any events to coincide with National 

Beanpole Week, but using the publicity is a good way to sell 

your bean and pea sticks.  

 

You can advertise through the links on the above page, and if 

you have an event during that week, put it on the web site. We 

have had people come some distance to see us for bean sticks 

in previous years, so always worth a try.  

http://www.beanpoles.org.uk/
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Guide Prices for Coppice Products 2014 

 
Please note that these prices are for guidance only. They were derived from the prices a number of members will be charging this 

season. It is usual for fast delivery or small quantities to attract higher prices and larger quantities or open specification to attract 

lower ones. All prices are ex-coppice, so delivery if required would be charged on top.  

 

Charcoal   £1.20-1.90 per kg retail + bag cost  £1.10-£1.70 wholesale + bag cost (usually delivered) 

 

Firewood    £60-£70 per cu m    £5-£6 per sack 

 

Spar gads   12-20p each (per 25 or 50) 

Spars    12-20p each (per 1000) 

Stakes    75p-80p 

Binders    60p-80p 

Beansticks   £8 per 11 to £5 per 6 

Pea sticks   £6 per 20 (small) or £8 (tall) to £6 per 10  

Hurdles   £10 per ft height for standard width or £2 per sq. ft. 

 

Chestnut  

Posts 6’6” 1/2 cleft £14 

Rail 9’6” 1/4 cleft £7.50 

Round post   £1 per ft. 

Fencing stake 1/4 cleft £1.80 

 

Cleft Oak Shingles £75 per sq m 

Oak framing pegs £1.50 each 

Hay Rakes  £15.00 each 

Woodland Forum 20th March 2014 
 

Forestry Commission update. 

The Forum began with an update on the reorganisation of the Forestry Commission as part of DEFRA.  There will be closer links 

with Natural England, and an emphasis on growing the rural economy with new grants for improving economic activity. 

 

There will be major changes to the English Woodland Grants Scheme.  Some parts of the Woodland Improvement Grants are now 

closed, and advice seemed to be to get any outstanding applications in as soon as possible. Claims will have to be made in the 

original claim year-any slippage will be treated as a new application. 

 

Attention was drawn to grant support from the Woodland Trust for woodland creation and PAWS restoration. 

 

Changes to the LEADER Programme 

Changes are proposed that will widen the areas covered and may increase the scope.  (As coppice group members have benefited 

from this scheme in the past it is well worth keeping an eye on developments). It may now be possible to apply for grants for 

training. 

 

Plant Health 

The south east plant health officer spoke of the helicopter survey.  In summary the position is:- 

Phytopthora Ramorum in Larch is mostly on the western side of the country. Phytopthora also affects other species, notably 

rhododendron and could be spread by the movement of ornamental plants.  It now known to spread in mist and air  

movement and on footwear, dogs paws, bicycle wheels, tools and equipment etc.. 

Chalara dieback of Ash is mostly on the eastern side although it has been identified in Dorset. It does not appear to spread 

very easily but is a quarantine disease and suspected outbreaks must be reported. 

Sweet Chestnut Blight (Cryphonectria Parasitica)  has been identified on a couple of sites where sweet chestnut has been 

planted for nut production from imported stock, but is thought to have been eradicated.  It is a problem in some parts of 

France. 

More information is available on forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases 

 

Management planning update 

The final talk was an introduction to the new template and online tools for management plans, aimed to meet the requirements of 

the FC and Natural England. There is a simplified version for small woods under 10 hectares.  Best advice is if you need to  

complete one of these is to get advice. 

 

Steve Reed 
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They asked for one Pete; they got Three 

 
In January, to pay a ‘tithe’ for the use of the Committee Room, Manor Park Rangers asked for a ‘taster’ on continuous wattle 

fencing. Peter Lane agreed to do this as a senior hurdle maker and having the advantage of a small weekly subsidy from the  

Government (pension) to take life a bit easier.  

 

The Chair, knowing that his new motor (have you seen the Bugsy Mallone machine?) does not do as many to the gallon as his 

Cavalier used to, took the day off the day job and drove, all be it picking up a puncture on the way. Peter Thorn decided that as 

the hurdle team had been disrupted for the day he would come too.  

 

We arrived on site and checked that the material Phil 

and his team of Rangers had coppiced was ready and 

had enough time  

before the start to have a look round the Farm Yard of 

Manor Farm which we enjoyed having seen  it on the 

small screen on the BBC series Wartime Farm.  

 

Having had the break, it was time to graft. After a 

short safety talk the Rangers slatted out some rods 

(and made a bit of kindling along the way), then as a 

team effort started weaving under supervision. Some 

had obviously spent more previous time with a bill 

hook than others, but that was the aim of the day; a 

taster and skill improver.  

 

A group of service users from the on site special 

school looked in for a bit and wove a bit. 

 

Then the rain came (as it tended to for all of January). 

We had planned ahead and at lunch time we laid out in the lecture room some books, a spar making block and some clothes peg 

making kits, so the Peter the Hurdles were able to take a break while  

Peter the Charcoal grafted with his jaw and gave a talk on hazel coppice and its uses, and all made a spar and a peg under  

supervision.  

 

All in all, hopefully a useful exercise; it paid the tithe and if in ten years time some of the junior rangers are senior rangers  

managing parks with hazel they will remember cut and cut again to get vigour in your hazel. Hampshire may or may not get the 

benefit but hopefully somebody will and you do not need to be called Pete to work hazel, but it helps. 


