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Putting Life into your Landscape” Winter 2013 

 

 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

Opening Remarks 

 

Firstly, thank you for re-electing me, and I will aim to serve you well, ably assisted by the new Committee. This for me is Year 2 

and I take this opportunity to make new members aware of two things; 

 

1. The Constitution allows a chair to serve for a maximum of 3 years and that is a maximum. 

2. Now that we are up to 92 members I wonder if there is a coppice worker who has seen less than 50 summers and is full 

time who would like to take over in due course, in which case, get actively involved, as this group is as strong or weak as 

the  collective activity of the members. I have said before, the Chair is merely a figurehead for people to take pot shots at.  

 

I look forward to seeing a good number of you at the meetings I am sure the new Committee will organise.  

 

P.S. Jameson, part time charcoal burner and green woodworker (but part time since 1996, so more than 2nd cut experience.)  

 

Review of the Year/ Looking to the future 

 

We have achieved my aims of running 4 evening members meetings; 2 craft based and 2 talk based. In addition through the  

generosity of members we have run a bluebell walk and a log event as HCCG events.  

 

HCCG was well represented at the National Coppice Federation launch.  

 

I have attended 3 Dorset Coppice Group Committee meetings as an observer; from adjacent group Surrey and Sussex Coppice 

Group I had a diary clash, but hope to make one or two this year.  

 

HCCG have been well represented at various shows and fairs. With  the exception of the South Downs Wood Fair and the New 

Forest Show, the appearances were not committee co-ordinated. Tonis e-mails shots (and occasional phone call when considered 

relevant to non-e-mail members) to all members of what could be referred to as ‘sales leads’ from show organisers for members 

to make contact directly. Time permitting, at the first Committee meeting a discussion on shows the HCCG stance will be  

covered and we will disseminate the outcome.  

 

Considering the Year in general terms. 

 

Good for charcoal, good for logs (a few of our members may re-brand themselves as log suppliers) and interesting that logs are 

now being considered a fuel again. (I believe the were in the 1960s). An up and down year for thatching spars, a bad year for  

hurdles, some shows were not worth the Derv spent attending. A bumper year for beech mast, walnuts and chestnuts. If you are 

reading this, you are still breathing. May your road rise with you and the coppice world enjoy some of the recovery in 2014 the 

politicians talk about, but as yet I have seen none of it in my neck of the woods. Which reminds me of a quote from retired  

forester Peter Browne MBE of Frogham New Forest “I used a 5lb felling axe. I heard tales of men who used a 7lb axe, cut more 

wood and earned more bonus, but I never saw them. I presume they were always over the next hill.”. So my quote is “keep up the  

struggle and I will do the same.” 

 

 

Peter Jameson 
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Management Committee 

 
Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Chairman) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and 

Membership) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller editor) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

Darren Hammerton Member 

Phil Clayton Member 

Kester Westcott Member 

 

Report on HCCG Firewood Measure Event 

Sunday 3rd November 2013 

 
Background 

 

The idea behind this event was the Committee had various discussions on how it 

was important for our members to be seen as the quality log suppler and the good 

guys and gals in the market. Dumpy bags vary in size, a load varies in size of 

truck and considering pick up trucks with curved wheel arch protrusions it is 

difficult to calculate volume so the Chair (as a carpenter and joiner) made a 1 m 

cu box with no bottom as a measurement vessel.  On Sunday 3rd November, 12 

members and 2 guests gathered at Dave Young’s log yard and we then proceeded 

to fill pick up trucks with logs loaned by Dave and then decanted them into the 

measured box; for part of a cu m 100mm high = 0.1 cu m.  

 

The Results 

 

6 potato bags (the back seat of a Ford Fiesta)      0.25 cu m 

Mitsubishi L200 2 seater pick up with high ridged duck boards     0.9 cu. m 

 from the previous life carrying rebuilt engines 

Ford Ranger full truck bed         1.3 cu m 

Land Rover 110 high capacity body       1.5 cu m 

Vauxhall Brava fitted with tool box       1 cu m 

Ford Ranger 2 door super cab         0.84 cu m. 

 

Comparing prices interestingly enough we were in the same field of £60-70 per cu m.  

 

Discussion ranged over issues of; this was a ’flung in’ pack with 

the heap in the middle, hand packed in the edges and corners. 

nominal 9” (225mm) logs were used, if long logs, say 

12” (300mm) plus, most stacked their logs as long logs have too 

many voids ’flung in’, the extra wood used offset against 1/3 less 

cutting, if a long road trip on bumping roads, the load will settle a 

bit. Moisture content of 20% preferred but the golden rule is  

inform your customer what they are getting so they can act accord-

ingly and reassuringly the message we have been preaching; buy 

your logs in advance and store in a roofed but open slatted walls 

log shed was beginning to get through to some customers.  

 

The log nets were your instant fire wanted no forward planning  

customers and these must be below 20%. 

 

Thanks Dave for the use of the logs and the coffee.  

 

A thought provoking morning for the log chapter of the Group. I 

apologise for rushing the group in the beginning, but my Sunday lunch was a few miles down the road.  

 

Peter Jameson.   
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NATIONAL COPPICE FEDERATION LAUNCH WESTMINSTER OCTOBER 16th 2013 

 – a personal account of things that mattered to me. 

 
I had previously asked Richard Apps (son of Dick of New Forest Show/pole lathe/APT fame) if he would come to the launch and 

make Romany flowers in the traditional way with a sharp knife held against the knee. He kindly agreed and that is how I came to 

be waiting at Waterloo station for Richard and his lady on the morning of the launch.  A short walk across the bridge , round by 

the Houses of Parliament  and off to the right for Smith’s Square brought us to our venue St. Johns.  

 

This is a former church that was firebombed during the Second World War. The ruins were sold 

to a charitable trust and the building restored to become a concert hall. Richard set himself up on 

the steps approaching the entrance and was soon attracting attention by producing very fine 

flowers the heads of which he then dyed various colours. 

 

Inside I labelled some of the comprehensive display of coppice products. We had a slight hitch 

as the group banner had been transported there in a van minus its heavy base. Some stout string 

and a couple of willing volunteers lashed the two poles to adjacent products and it had a  

prominent position. 

 

With co-director Toby I manned the products display chatting to visitors about the wide range of 

products there. I met a young man previously apprenticed to Ben Law now making very bespoke 

light fittings from steamed and bent sweet chestnut. I admired the current apprentices’ baskets 

made using the traditional swill basket technique but producing a more contemporary version that could be used as a handbag and 

a bicycle basket. 

 

 Co–director Helen runs the Woodland Skills Centre in north Wales with her father. She 

showed me a very local version of a swill basket made from willow and only in that area of 

Wales. Her father had been searching for 15 years to find an original when one turned up in 

a garage. Owen Jones of Cumbria swill basket fame studied it and ran a course at the centre 

for local basket makers. 

 

All the directors had invited their MPs and mine, Caroline Dinenage, was one of the few 

that did make it. She chatted with Peter Jameson and I in front of the group banner and I 

then had a photo taken with her and managed to get my billhook in the picture too. We had 

been promised that the minister responsible for Defra would be there, but he was reshuffled 

the previous week! 

 

The talks started with a short introduction by NCFederation chair Rebecca Oaks. Group member and President of the Institute of 

Chartered Foresters Julian Evans treated us to a celebration of 5000 years of coppicing followed by Ed Suttie who explained 

about the Grown in Britain campaign. Pooran Desai of Bio-Regional talked about highs and lows and lessons learnt from the sus-

tainable supply chain and Dr. Martin Warren from Butterfly Conservation confirmed the importance of coppicing for wildlife. 

Rebecca then rounded off the talks with a brief summary of what the future might hold for the Federation. 

 

All the directors with the Federation banner and a wattle hurdle walked the short distance over 

to the green opposite the Houses of Parliament. The two photographers came with us; Nick 

Gibbs editor of Living Woods and a lady for the Forestry Journal. 

 

Richard Thomason contacted Sir George Young’s assistant for news as he had promised to be 

there for a photo opportunity but wasn’t. It may have been the persistent rain or the protesting 

firemen or both that put him off but we went ahead and took the pictures anyway and then   

retreated back to St.Johns. 

 

With our visitors gone we went downstairs to the restaurant in the vaulted cellars. Welcome 

good  food but small London portions accompanied by higher London prices. 

 

We packed all the products and banners into the back of the van and in the hall we took advan-

tage of all the directors being present to have a very short meeting before we went our separate 

ways. Having recently changed our insurance provider I agreed to compile a list of the complete 

range of activities one might expect a Federation member to be involved in and those of you 

attending the recent Log Event at Dave’s yard will have had the opportunity to add to this. My 

next step is to present this list to my provider and a couple of other well-known insurance com-

panies and check if they can cover everything listed. Then we can talk about a discount for 

members although it would be up to individuals to contact the company with their needs. 

 

I walked back to Waterloo with Ian Baldwin the director and representative for the Sussex and 

Surrey group, chatting about the day. A fire engine with windows open and sound system  

playing Johnny Cash’s Ring of Fire added a musical note to the protesters gathering. 
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On the train journey back I reflected on a positive and inspiring day. The Grown in Britain campaign have already helped our 

cause and continues to do so. The current apprentices have embraced innovation combined with traditional techniques to make 

added value bespoke products and met with a young designer at the launch to further this. Courtesy of Richard Thomason of the 

Small Woods Association and his Let the Sunshine In project there is an impressive, mobile coppice products display with  

attractive hand out cards with the link to the national coppice products website on them. 

 

I am writing this days before I attend the steering committee meeting of the National Coppice Apprenticeship Scheme at the 

Green Wood Centre at Coalbrookdale on Friday 29th November. We will be discussing whether we are targeting our hard won 

funds at the right group of people in order to make sure the highest number of apprentices stay in the coppice industry. More of 

that in another article sometime. 

 

Toni Brannon 

 

 

Peter’s Birthday Treat 

 
As previously reported, Peter Jameson had a significant birthday last January. His wife Wendy reports that he is a difficult bloke 

to buy presents for (or was it he is a difficult bloke full stop; it was a crackly phone line), so she bought him an experience day at 

the Wield and Downland Museum.  

 

Peter had to wait until 7th November for his day to come up ‘Meat and More’ with Ruth Goodman of Historical Farm fame.  

 

He arrived at the museum scrubbed up. Whether this was on the basis of the food handling or to impress a Lady we will never 

know, and along with 6 other course participants  converted 8 pheasants and 8 partridges into 8 two bird roasts. Peter also enjoyed 

the lecture given by Ruth on the historical context of roasting being for special occasions with special wood, and boiling of 

tougher, older meat than todays consumption being the norm. Was Peter a good pupil and a pleasure to teach? Make your mind 

up using the photograph below.  

 

[I would say no from the look 

on Ruth’s face, and knowledge 

of Peter– Editor]  

 

Peter Jameson 

 

 

Photograph copyright 

@pheasantplucker 

 

[Please note the caption is noth-

ing to do with me Editor] 

Subscriptions 

 
Membership subscriptions were due in October, so if you have not paid up yet, please contact Toni Brannon as a matter of  

urgency.  

 

Toni has sent out reminders to a number of non-payers, but this is another reminder that you will not get any more issues of the 

Teller, and any details on the web-site will be deleted, until we receive your subscription.  
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Charfest   9-13 August 2013 - A gathering of Commoners and Kings (almost) 

 

Charfest was the "warm up" to Coppice Week this year.  The earth burn was a single height 12 foot diameter burn mainly of split 

beech.  It was a quick burn for the size and Mark Cox and Pete Jameson were rewarded with "could you just do an 8ft kiln as 

well" as Alex Arthur who was to have done it had travel difficulties. 

 

On the earth burn Alan Waters amazingly managed to stay "hands off" during the burn deliberately to let the youngsters find their 

feet (not many call Mark and Peter young these days) although they did get a few words of advice afterwards. Meanwhile Alan 

Waters conducted a successful retort burn producing some very clean beech charcoal. 

 

As it was a festival of charcoal in addition to the three methods of production Peter demonstrated the small scale method by  

charcoaling some 50mm gorse.  Cut in March and seasoned in his green house it was the first time he had charcoaled this wood 

although he has tried Douglas Fir which is similarly soft although he has not yet used it to know how it performs. 

 

James Hookway came down from Sheffield with his improved rocket small retort. 

 

A glass was raised on St Alexandra's day 11th August 

 

 The TV chef Antonio Carluccio looked in to pick up a repaired basket from Owen Jones who was there for the coppice skill 

week.  Antonio told some interesting anecdotes on charcoal burning in Italy where in the mountain regions beyond gas, charcoal  

is an everyday cooking fuel, and it is considered lucky to touch a charcoal burner.  Presumably similar to having a sooty black 

chimney sweep at a wedding. 

 

Another notable visitor was Lord Lucas (not to be confused with Lord Lucan).  He owns the woods on the edge of Romney 

Marsh where Mark Cox has his home kiln site. 

 

A gathering of old friends and new faces, good weather,  good food, alongside the comings and goings of the coppice skills week 

organised by Dave Rossney for the Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group. 

 

Alongside the charcoal there were courses on making  hazel hurdles and  Sussex trugs, Sean Helman was making the artistic 

things he does so well and Terry Heard from Dorset taught besoms and rakes. 

 

On Friday there was a group making Oak Swill baskets with Owen 

Jones and Ros and Steve Reed from Hampshire joined Jo Waters 

and an other to work with Richard Hobbs to make bent hazel arm 

chairs.  Richard had prepared the materials and proved to be an  

excellent tutor, but even so Owen's group had finished and gone 

before Ros and Steve squeezed two hazel chairs into a small Ford 

and headed home.  It is, of course, possible to find instruction in 

various coppice crafts in books but there is nothing like working 

alongside and being instructed by a person skilled and experienced 

in the job. 

 

Thanks must be recorded to Alan and Jo for their hospitality and the 

use of the site and to Dave Rossney of Sussex and Surrey for  

organising the coppice week courses and inviting Hampshire mem-

bers. 

AGM 

 
The AGM took place in October at Badger Farm in Winchester as usual. There was a disappointing turn out, and the Committee 

are thinking of ways to improve this. If you have any suggestions please contact a Committee Member.  

 

Once the business was out of the way, we had our usual tea, coffee and biscuits, then gathered round in a circle to discuss topics 

of interest to those present.  

 

We have several new faces on the Committee, including some of our younger members. Matt Melton has had to resign, and we 

think him for his efforts for HCCG, particularly for setting up the forum.  

 

The new Committee are detailed on page 2 of the Teller. 
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Chainsaw Licence 5 year Update 

 
At the AGM it was raised that there are moves to make everyone with a chainsaw licence be re-assessed every 5 years. It is cur-

rently unclear what will be required, and there seems to be some confusion about how assessment will be carried out.  

 

This is of great concern to HCCG, as many of our members use chainsaws to cut coppice, some also cut trees, but most of us do 

not want to progress through the levels which is one suggestion mooted.  

 

The Committee are keeping a watching brief on the situation and will report any developments.  

 

 

Editors Note 

 
I don’t know if this will reach you before Christmas, but a Merry Christmas (or Solstice) and a Happy New Year to all of you.   

 

This issue has a good variety of articles, courtesy of members of the Committee. I have none left, so please send me articles for 

the next issue. If you can’t write the whole thing, give me notes and I will write it up and get your agreement before publication.  

 

We also need pictures for the slide show on the web-site. You can contact the web-master directly by the web-site. They need to 

be small in pixels so they don’t use up too much of the available room. If in doubt, contact the web master and he will advise you.  

 

Here’s hoping the rain will stop so that we can get the rest of the coppice cut and everything worked up and extracted in reason-

able time.  

 

Editor 

Book Review 

 
Woodsman Living in Wood in the 21st Century by Ben Law ISBN-13 9780007416271 

 

I bought this book in the summer and it has not had the blazing publicity that his previous few volumes have had and part of my 

motivation in purchase was to have a full set when the voice that takes over from me auctions them off at my retirement sale but I 

was wrong. I started it over a weekend following a dinner in Bransgore with  a permaculture enthusiast  and read the 242 pages in  

three sittings as it was so readable. It was interesting to read an account of the inaugural meeting  of Surrey and Sussex Coppice 

Group and the account of our inaugural meeting for which Ben was brought in as a facilitator.  

 

Ben started 2 years before me in 1994 so it was interesting to read how our issues (?) have evolved  and a time when the 1988 

gale was ‘fresher’ issue in the woods. I can still remember the roar of that wind and losing my favourite chestnut tree and the roar 

2 years later in the day time of the 1980 which caused more damage in my neck of the woods than the 1988. 

 

Ben’s chapter on how he sees the world when peak oil has passed is thought provoking and predicts rightly so the rise of the 

woodman.  

 

A good read and I would recommend it. The only shock to me was a line drawing showing a kiln being tended by a 28” YD spade  

not a long handled Devon shovel. Reading who trained Ben in charcoal I knew like me he would have been exposed to long han-

dled shovels, so is this an illustration working from memory on what they thought they saw, or a case of a short shovel is better 

than no shovel.   

 

Peter Jameson 

 


