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Putting Life into your Landscape” Autumn 2013 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

Firstly let me apologise to you all for being late in writing this, and particularly to Chris Westcott. Your Coppice Group is run by 

a group of enthusiasts; I am merely the present figurehead.  The Committee are the engine room in what we jokingly call spare 

time. 

 

This week I have had the Red Fiesta develop indigestion in her cooling system following a partial drain down to get some anti-

freeze after a leak in the summer following a scrapped hose. The boil over between Broadstone and Blandford caused me to walk 

along the banks of the Stour to dip some water as a better alternative to puddle water. I had to fight my way through an  

overstood coppice to reach the river which led me to think we have more in cycle than we did 10 years ago, but we still have a 

way to go.  

 

I currently have half a cold and Wendy tells me ‘bear with a sore head’ is an understatement. She was glad when I had to go into 

work on the day job because there too I am behind on the paperwork. At least in the wood you can only do one job at a time.  

 

It has been a busy late summer/early autumn. Your Chair has attended Charfest 13, New Forest Show, Dorset Steam Fair and 

hurdle competition (see articles), Zions Hill Community Wood Fair, Drucillas Steamup, Yardles Woodfair as a visitor, and  

Forest of Dean August Earthburn. Still to come in the near future assuming the love of my life does not hit me too hard over the 

head with a frying pan are Cranborne Chase Woodfair at Braemore House, Burley Cider Festival, Kingston Lacey Harvest Home 

and Weald and Downland Harvest Home. 

 

In between shows I have had the best year for charcoal since starting in 1996, but just as you think you are winning a bit,  

something comes along to claw it back. A couple of years ago to the amazement of my daughter Beth, lumberjack shirts came 

into fashion and the price went up. When replacing a pair of army pattern cargo trousers I am advised that the current fashion is 

called combat chic, and yes, the price has gone up more than inflation so I will have to apply my mind to what would be suitably 

hard wearing in the woods and put a few pairs by before they become fashionable.  

 

In my neck of the woods it is a good year for hazel growth (30”, so 28” gads should be easier to find), blackberries, sloes, apples, 

elderberries, but no flowers early in the year, so I urge you to take a foraging billy can with you  when you walk in and out of the 

woods.  

 

May the woods be less wet over winter than last year.  

 

Happy coppice cutting soon. 

 

Peter Jameson 

 

Annual General Meeting 

 
The Annual General Meeting of Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group will be held at Badger Farm Community Centre Win-

chester on October  23rd at 7.15 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 

 

We would like as many members to come as possible, so that we can find out what you want from the Coppice Group. Please 

come for the meeting and a social gathering with tea, coffee and biscuits afterwards.  

 

Look forward to seeing you.  

 

Chris Westcott 
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Wood Fair at Queen Elizabeth Country Park 
 

There were seven stands of members at the Wood Fair, although two of them shared a tent, so actually eight members  

demonstrating our usual wide range of coppice crafts.  

 

This year the organisers were not able to pay us anything to attend as they had less subsidy from the various authorities covering 

the area. Those who demonstrate and don’t sell, or have to come a long way couldn’t make it worth while, so a lot fewer than last 

year.  

 

In spite of that we still had, at various times through the weekend, shrink pot making, peg making, pyrography, shingle making, 

pole lathe turning, besom making, spatula making, pot hollowing, and stick making. There was also a pictorial display on char-

coal making although no kiln this year.  

 

The most marked thing about the show was the heat. We had sun most of the time, although a few clouds came over in the late 

afternoon, but it was very hot. Luckily there was some breeze most of the time, so it was just bearable under a shelter. Unfortu-

nately there were not so many visitors because of this, and they were suffering from what Peter Jameson calls long pockets and 

short arms, as well as the heat, so not the best weekend for sales. We hope some of them that took leaflets will remember us and 

order when the weather cools down a bit.  

 

One advantage with the lack of crowds was that we managed to get some more stock made, so not a complete waste of time.  

National Coppice Federation 

 
 

The National Coppice Federation, NCFed, will be launched on 16th October in St John’s Smith Square, Westminster. It will be at 

the same time as the Grown in Britain Campaign is running and we have also asked for a NCFed rep to be there on the 18th at 

their presentation to ministers in the House of Commons.  

  

Toni Brannon representing HCCG, and the other directors will be there at the launch on the 16th as will current apprentices, and 

Julian Evans will give a short talk. The comprehensive coppice products display which some of you may have seen, and which is 

part of Richard Thomason’s Let the Sunshine In project will be on display. 

 

Each of the directors are inviting their MP in the hope that we can arrange a photo opportunity on the green opposite parliament 

afterwards as you have to get an MP to attend and apply for a permit. Additionally representatives of major organisations from 

whom the NCFed would like to gain support, those with coppice resource and current supporters have been invited. 

. 

The text of the letter to the MPs reads; 

 

I have the pleasure of inviting you to the launch of the National Coppice Federation and to celebrate the start of our first  

campaign to restore 100 coppiced woodlands within the UK.  

 

The group fulfils the need for a unified national voice for the coppice sector and aims to promote the highest standard of practice 

and quality of products within the coppice industry.  

 

Coppice woodlands are vibrant, exciting places full of light and life providing continuity of management which benefits both 

woodland wildlife and the multiple needs of local people. However as you know many of our ancient coppice woodlands are at 

risk of been lost through lack of management. We aim to promote the restoration of these woodlands and the valuable wildlife 

species which live there and support the coppice business’s which help maintain our rural heritage and who contribute to the rural 

economy.  

 

Our launch forms part of the ‘Grown in Britain’ Campaign, and we have gathered together to display some of the very best  

examples of coppice products from around the country. We believe that the restoration of coppice woodlands will be supported 

through increasing demand for coppice products.  

 
We would be greatly privileged if you were able to show your support for the coppice sector  by attending our launch.  

 

Please let us know if you require any further information.  

 

Toni Brannon 
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Dave Lister in the Limelight 

 
Dave was miffed at the quality or lack of it on the photographs in the last Teller. The 

Chair is not as deaf and thick skinned as some people think he is, so to make amends 

and in order not to hinder Dave’s fledgling male modelling career, we were hoping to 

include a photo of Dave at the South Downs Wood Fair in good light, but unfortu-

nately the photographer cannot find the picture, so this one, taken by the Chair at the 

New Forest Show will have to suffice. Peter Jameson hopes that this one is suffi-

ciently good not to be detrimental to Dave’s future career.  

 

Dave is available for bookings at woodfairs, hen nights, weddings, Bar Mitzvahs and 

fashion shoots for the discerning producer who wants that smiling face of the rugged 

outdoor look, discounts going for location involving good food and exotic locations.  

 

Note from the Chair; nice work if you can get it Dave 

 

Peter Jameson 

 

[Editors note; Dave will be chaperoned by Sandra for hen nights and to desirable 

locations.] 

 

My comment to Pete was about the spar making workshop back in February. The 

photos taken that night, the ones included in the Teller, were not Pete’s usual  

standard and a bit blurred, probably because of the cold. 

  

Anyway, like Pete’s spars that night he is missing the point!! 

  

Feel free to book me for any knees up especially if cider and food is included! 

 

Dave Lister 

Ropes, Nets and Splices 

 
The members meeting in August was on the subject of Ropes, Nets and Splices. Again, a rather disappointing turnout, but those 

that came had an enjoyable time and learnt something.  

 

Chris Albery and John Davidson brought the rope making equipment, and several people had a go at making rope along one side 

of the hall. Judging by the tangled reel of string I saw later in the evening, a certain amount of fun was had with this, but some 

good rope resulted. Thanks to Chris and John for bringing the equipment and supervising the rope making.  

 

Les Brannon instructed several of us in the making of nets, but as he hadn’t done any for a while, and hadn’t had time to practise, 

we too had a certain amount of knotting, especially when I did one bit completely wrong and confused Les too. In the end, we did 

get some reasonable nets, and I have a part made melon net to finish. No melons, but am sure I will find a use for the net. Steve 

and Roz initially thought they might make a cargo net for their van, but I think this might be on hold for a little while as it is more 

of a challenge than they first thought.  

 

John Westcott taught several people splicing, and with luck, one of our members may now be able to make some coits for his 

grandchildren. Sadly the rope I managed to get, while I was assured it would lay nicely, also had a habit of unwinding itself, 

which is why it is usually sealed by melting the end. John overcame the problem by whipping the rope with a thin bit of string 

just below where he wanted to splice, but rather than working firmly it tended to just sit there, so not the best.  

 

Thanks to Sue for providing  tea, coffee, and some lovely cake. She also brought along a really good example of a macramé lan-

yard that she had started but never finished as a Sea Ranger (just a few) years ago.  

 

Chris Westcott 
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Tree Health Conference 

 
Chris and Kester Westcott attended the Tree Health Conference at West Dean Estate on 24th July. Below is a summary of the 

papers given. 

 

Tree Diseases 

 

Over the last 10 years there has been a step change in the number of pests 

and diseases found in the UK, averaging 1 a year rather than 1 a decade. 

Pathogens are often not noticed for years by which time they need 

‘managing’ rather than eradicating as so great an area or so many trees 

are affected.  

 

Several diseases are of concern at present. The first is oak decline. 

Chronic oak decline seems to concentrate on the roots, and there may be 

a number of agents acting together including drought, excess rain, frost 

and possibly pathogens, insects and fungi. The tree may recover. Acute 

oak decline is often characterised by black streaks on the bark going to 

high level and several trees in excess of 50 years old being affected in a 

group. There is necrosis under the bark which attracts an agrilus beetle, 

but it is not known whether this native beetle is implicated in the disease. 

A D-shaped exit hole is characteristic of the beetle. 

 

Phytophthora  can cause bleeding lesions on beech, but the tree may  

recover. More worryingly it is found on rhododendron and can spread 

from this to larch. Japanese larch is particularly susceptible, but European larch may also be affected. Flights over the main larch 

growing areas are carried out as an effective way of seeing affected stands, and these must then be felled and processed in  

accordance with FC directions.  

 

Chestnut blight has been seen on a few new plantings of chestnut, but this is currently being dealt with by disposing of affected 

plants and is not in the wider environment.  

 

Chelara ash die back is a serious threat. The infected leaves produce fruiting bodies like tiny mushrooms and these can spread the 

spores. Discussing this with Dr. Joan Webber after the meeting, she said that where leaving ash coppice uncut would result in the 

tree falling, the best thing to do is to avoid cutting only if Chelara is known to be in the vicinity; if the tree is not at risk the  

coppice should be left uncut until the situation becomes clearer. Where the risk of falling is greater than the risk of infection, then 

felling may be the better option. The coppice growth seems to regain the natural resistance of the tree after about 10 years.  

 

Tree Pests 

 

The main sources of tree pests are packaging material and large tree imports. Packaging material has been regulated for some 

years, but a lot comes from countries where regulation is not well enforced. It has become fashionable to plant large trees to ob-

tain an instant landscape, and the usual method of visual inspection is not very effective at finding, for instance a few eggs 10m 

up a tree. Biomass also poses a risk if material is brought in from the eastern seaboard of the U.S as is proposed. 

 

Oak Processionary moth has become established in west London. It gathers in nests and the danger, apart from defoliating trees, 

is that the fine hairs, which remain trapped in the silk nests, are irritant to the skin, eyes and lungs. The source was some 4-8m 

high trees which were imported from the Netherlands in one case. There have been outbreaks in Pangbourne and Bromley, and in 

these cases eradication is being attempted by various means including aerial spraying. 

 

The Asian Longhorned beetle, while serious in that it can attack healthy trees, does not move very fast. The outbreak in Kent has 

resulted in all trees within 100m of the outbreak being inspected and all affected felled and burnt on site. Monitoring will con-

tinue until 2016. The outbreak came from packaging from China, and the beetle could have been present for 10 years.  

 

The Emerald Ash Borer beetle has caused serious damage in the US and originated in the Far East. Again, this is thought to have 

come in with packaging. This is another Agrilus beetle and leaves the typical D-shaped holes. It travels under the bark and can 

kill either branches or a whole tree. It is now in Moscow having come in with American green ash which is used as a street tree. It 

can spread quickly and is travelling at a rate of about 25-35 km/year at present.  

 

Deer Management 

 

This paper was given by Jamie Cordery, who some of you may know. A few facts are that 100 fallow deer can eat 182 tonnes of 

food per year which is similar to 100 sheep or 15 cows, but they are more likely to eat what you value rather than the feed given 

to farm animals. Where densities are high, they can get TB which is therefore maintained in the environment. Agricultural dam-

age can be reduced by 6% just by managing deer.  
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Jamie re-iterated the damage caused to other species by deer damage. Butterflies and birds are particularly affected by severely 

browsed woodland. He recommended doe culling as being the most effective way of reducing numbers.  

 

Climate Change 

 

The paper discussed the worst case projection of climate change, 

assuming that the climate gets warmer and dryer, the effect it 

would have on current forestry, and ways to reduce the risk of 

complete destruction of existing woodland. This was more to do 

with plantation than semi natural woodland, but this may be  

affected too. The first statement he made was that sycamore and 

birch are likely to be affected. You, like me, may find this  

surprising knowing something of both species.  He suggested that 

rather than planting a stand of one species, usually from the  

western seaboard of the US, enrichment planting should be  

carried out so that some species will survive and grow even if the 

desired one is badly affected during its growing period. He  

suggested that damage could be minimised to British woodland 

by using  continuous cover forestry, increasing the amount of 

woodland and linking up as many woods as possible with  

corridors such as hedges. Coppice is thought to be more resilient to climate change than new planting, so bringing coppice back 

into rotation was suggested.  Lesser used native species such as small leaved lime and hornbeam, and near natives or natives from 

more southerly provenance were also suggested as suitable planting.  

 

Silvicultural Impacts 

 

This paper was about increasing resilience to all the threats covered in the previous papers while maintaining productivity. The 

Speaker suggested this could be done by species choice and deployment, forest structure and diversity of genetic material. Mixed 

species will give more structure for development in case one species is destroyed or damaged, as will trees of varying heights. He  

suggested complete continuous cover rather than selection systems which should also include crown thinning so that light gets to 

the woodland floor. He suggested that looking for mixed and healthy ground vegetation was likely to ensure the long term health 

of the trees growing in the wood.  

 

Ecology 

 

The last paper was given by Tony Whitbread of Sussex Wildlife Trust. He said that pests and diseases can diversify the species in 

a wood and change the dominance or structure. It is not just the trees that are lost if a species goes, but all the flora and fauna  

associated with it and the conditions that it provides, such as dappled or deep shade.  

 

He said that change will happen in any woodland, and it was up to foresters to manage that change. He suggested that Ted Green 

had a good view in that if the soil with all its fungi, microrhiza and fauna was healthy, including leaving plenty of dead wood to 

decompose, then the woodland would be healthy.  

 

Overall, a slightly depressing day, but useful to know what pests and diseases we should be looking out for. It is hoped that the 

papers will be placed on the Forestry Commission web site at some stage. If you are concerned about any of the items mentioned, 

the Forestry Commission web site on pests and diseases is very informative.  

 

It is important that people like us, who are out in the woods, working there every day for one or more seasons, should be looking 

out for potential threats to the woodland. We are more likely to notice a tree looking unusual than anyone else and are in a  

position to get an expert to inspect it if we consider that there could be a pest or serious disease present. Please report any signs of  

pests and diseases on  http://www.forestry.gov.uk/treealert 

 

Management Committee 

 
Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and 

Membership) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice Chairman) 
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(The Teller co-editor) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

Matt Melton, Member (The Teller Co-Editor) 

 

 Articles for the Teller 

 
Please could you send articles to the Teller to me, Chris  

Westcott . I can be contacted on the phone number next to 

this, or on e-mail at chris@threecopse.co.uk 

 

If you don’t feel you can write the full article, please let me 

have notes and ideally some photos, so I can write the article 

and get you to approve it before it is published.  

 

Please help, as my brain is getting very tired with all the  

writing, and the only other person to submit regular articles is 

Peter Jameson, so a bit of variety would be an advantage.  
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Product Specifications 

 
Peter Jameson is trying to get together specifications for hurdles and spars so that our customers know what to expect from a 

product from a HCCG member. If you are a hurdle or spar maker, please will you contact Peter (phone number of previous page) 

to answer a few simple questions to add to his information. Your details will remain confidential if you wish, and will be used to 

give a range of data, such as twists per hurdle, average length and diameter of spar gads etc.  

 

We hope that by publishing this information on the web-site we may be able to encourage customers to use HCCG members as 

they know that they will be getting a quality product, so it is in your own interests to help with these specifications.  

Pass It On 

 
If you are offered a job that you cannot take for any reason; you are too busy, the amount needed is beyond your capabilities, or it 

is not your thing, please will you pass it on to Toni Brannon for circulation to other members. It is far better to do this and be seen 

as being helpful than to say no or let someone down. The customer may remember your helpfulness in the future, or you may be 

able to get a job this way when you need it.  

Firewood 

 
We will be holding a firewood day on 3rd November at 10.30 at Dave’s Logs yard. Directions will be sent round later. The idea  

is that you bring the van, trailer or other receptacle that you use to deliver firewood, and we can measure the actual volume that 

you are selling as a load using a cubic metre box. We realise that even using this, the amount will vary with the length, shape and 

size of the logs, but it will give a better idea than our current guesses from the volume of our truck etc.  

 

As a load varies so much, we think it is a good idea to give our customers some idea of what they are buying, and this should  

increase their confidence in us as firewood producers. We all know of some less reputable firewood suppliers who use a 1 tonne 

or smaller sand dumpy sack and claim it contains a tonne of firewood. This gives us a chance to prove we are of a higher quality.  

 

We hope to get a range of trucks, trailers and other receptacles including dumpy sacks, even down to a certain Chairman who 

delivers 4 potato sacks full of firewood in a Fiesta.  

The Trees are Watching You 

 
The enclosed shot is of a pollarded holly next to an oak opposite Burley Repair Yard 

between the Lyndhurst to Christchurch Road and Burley Street. 

 

I drive this road often, but that day it really did look like a person walking out of the 

tree. A trick of the light or a trick of the mind, the mind thinking of woodsmen past; 

I will never know.  

 

 

 

Peter Jameson 
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New Forest Show 

 
There was a good turn out of HCCG at the Show. I apologise to Ian Coleborne-Drover for not taking a photo on Tuesday, but in 

my defence I would describe it as a show of three hats. Tuesday my Barbour serious rainhat, 

Wednesday was just alright and a flat cap day, Thursday was a hot Australian bush hat type day.  

 

Some sales and some networking with likeminded individuals and organisations, but the highlight 

for me of the show was that Les Brannon decided it was where he wanted to be for a significant 

birthday; he is now officially an OAP. This event could not go unmarked, so my daughter Emma 

baked a cake which must have been good as I did not see even a crumb and the band and the New 

Forest Yokels agreed to play Happy Birthday. Unusually for them, it did not cost me a pint of 

cider. The fee was I dress the same as for the New Forest Cider Festival in the Jameson family 

tartan. On the photo I submitted, my best side is facing the camera but I am led to believe that 

Dave Lister has other shots. So Many Happy Returns Les, and thank you for sharing your  

birthday with us.  

 

Note to Musack (Scrumpy and Western fans). Barry Rickman’s band is now known as the New 

Forest Yokels. Following a long legal battle, Gordon Browning, lead singer of the original line-

up has retained the names New Forest Plonkers and Plonkers Agricultural Orchestra and tours 

under that name.   

 

 

Peter Jameson 

 

Dorset Steam Fair 

 
We gathered on the hill again this year as one of the themes of the show  was to gather a Guinness Book of Record number of 

steam rollers; over 120, and I believe they got 150. The bowser boys could only just keep up  with the engine water demand; no 

time to spray the dusty tracks so it was a dusty show with one of the engine drivers remarking if you got off the engine in the 

‘play pen’ the dust was like walking in 3/4” of standing water.  

 

The results of the competitions, now confirmed by the organisers are; 

 

Spar making 

 

1.  Chris Nixon with 118 spars in 15mins.                                        

2.  Joint;  Nick Farwell and Simon Dench  both with 74 spars  

3.   Erne Steel with 71 spars 

 

Even your Chair was in the 40s rather than the 30s this year, and did not come last.  

  

  

Hurdle making 
 Points out of 160.            

 1.   Jackson Leaver with 118.5 points                                                                                                    

 2.   Simon Watson with  102.5 points  

 3.   Erne Steel with 93  points 

  

Prize money for Hurdles     1. £250          2.  £200           3.  £100    

  

Prize money for spars         1.£200           2.  £150           3.  £100 

  

We hope to be able to include some pictures of this event in future issues, but at present, nobody has sent me any. Editor. 

 

Peter Jameson 


