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Chairman’s Report

Dear all,

2013 has been a busy year for many of us as individuals and for the group and the industry in general. On 
the plus side we now have Chris Letchford and Ian Swain with us on the committee; Chris will take on the 
training brief while Ian becomes our quartermaster and ‘speaker-meister’. Please join me in welcoming 
them in the best possible way, by helping them get these areas organised to the benefit of all. So when we 
are asked for feedback, ideas, suggestions – go for it!

The group, as a group appears to be moving onwards and upwards. I find it encouraging that we get so 
many enquiries coming in not just from Sussex and Surrey but from other counties. We seem to be 
attracting members, commissions and invitations from a wider and wider area which I think is great. The 
google group is a major contribution to getting and spreading the opportunities quickly and efficiently

Some of the other things we started developing several years ago are now coming good and perhaps we 
should be thinking about rolling out those models that work to other neighbouring Coppice groups.

Regarding shows, the last 2 were spectacularly good in terms of numbers, diversity and for many people 
sales. Certainly the organisers of both Bentley and Birtley were both pleased and impressed and visitor 
numbers and feedback were also extremely positive. As always we have had several more invitations to 
attend other shows; some may work for the group as a whole and others may work for one or two 
individuals. Thanks to Ian White we now have Insurance cover that will cover individuals ‘representing the 
group’ to attend non-group shows. The fine detail is yet to be decided but the cover is there.

The one major stipulation for any ‘group’ show is that there is a level playing field for all members 
attending; it’s part of being a group and the model is working well so far. This may be one of the things 
that we could spread to other groups. We all suffer from many organisers thinking we can afford to turn 
out for pin-money or free and part of the problem is that at many shows there are a wide selection of 
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crafts represented by (albeit pleasant and talented) part-timers who can afford it! We do ourselves and the 
wider industry no favours by undervaluing ourselves and Bentley, Birtley and Surrey County all regard us 
as very good value. Other show organisers need to come up to speed.

On to some of the challenges and opportunities that face us in the future. I tend to the view that failing to 
take advantage of an opportunity turns it into a challenge and taking on a challenge normally turns it into 
an opportunity. Things turn out the best for the people who make the best of the way things turn out. We 
may take on Coppice Week starting next year and it could be either a challenge or an opportunity – it all 
depends on how we approach it. More on this in the very near future.

We expect to welcome Jamie Cordery of the Deer Initiative to Buchan C.P. on November 21st. Having 
heard him interviewed today concerning the tragic death of a teenage driver, I have no doubts about his 
knowledge and eloquence. I could be wrong but it seems to me that we currently have too many deer and 
the number is growing, not declining. The question I have is how we can best work in conjunction with the 
Deer Initiative to mutual benefit and the benefit of the countryside in general. Can the challenge be met 
and what can we do?

Perhaps this is an area where the National Federation should focus their attentions? We are in the position 
where we can, through Ian Baldwin, put formal motions forward to the NCFed. Now that they are up and 
running with their first major campaign ‘Coppice 100’ aimed at restoring 100 Coppice woodlands, you may 
think that now is the time for them to focus their attention on more pressing issues.

Another issue that is pressing is ‘bio-security’. You are all probably aware that we face a number of pests 
and diseases, some already here and some on their way. It seems to me that as a country we wait until the 
problem is here and beyond tipping-point before we react, by which time it is usually too late. I hope that 
Jamie Cordery has a viable plan to bring Deer populations back to manageable numbers. I also hope that 
Boar will be either effectively and sustainably managed or eradicated in the wild, but I see no sign of 
movement there. The one that worries me is the Emerald Ash Borer as I have no faith in our ability to 
eradicate it after it has arrived and settled in. Should we be calling for a blanket import ban? If so how 
should we go about it?

The question I have for members to think about is this; we have now pretty much got our own house 
running ok, is it now time to concentrate some time on other things, and if so what?

I intend to propose at our meeting on November 21st that our following meeting is devoted to the group 
discussing our future activities and priorities.  I ask all of you to think about where we are and where we 
want to be in the next 5 years so we can benefit from the momentum we have gained over the last 5 
years.

Cheers,
John Sinclair - Chairman

UK bans import of Sweet Chestnut

Imports of sweet chestnut trees from areas that are affected by sweet chestnut blight will be banned, 
Owen Paterson, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs announced in July. A 

consultation showed overwhelming support for a ban on the import of sweet chestnut trees from areas 
where the blight is present.

Forestry Commission
www.forestry.gov.uk



Coppice Week & Char-Fest Reviews
10th till 16th August

Jo and Alan's site in West Dean Woods was host to these events in August. Despite funding changes 
and administrative challenges it proved a very worthwhile event, with the same high standards of 
course tutoring we have become used to, and the usual good food, drink and company around the 
fire. Observers of dog social behaviour also had plenty to entertain them! 

I was on three courses:-

The Charcoal Retort course provided plenty to think on, 
with Alan's Exeter retort sharing the floor with two smaller 
developmental/experimental retorts built by James 
Hookway, who was very generous with his experience, and 
inspired several of us to start hoarding drums, flues and 
steel tubing!

Terry Heard's course on Brooms and Tent Pegs was delivered with great good humour, and apart 
from the opportunity to develop our skills turning out these products, it was a great aid in 
choosing appropriate tools and devices.

Sean Hellman wowed us all with his Fan Birds. If ever there was a case of material choices being 
critical, this was it! With the right wood, and much patience, he managed to guide us towards 
producing these amazing birds.

There is no doubt that the practical and administrative aspects of the week were a heavy load for 
those responsible, and this should be acknowledged and carefully considered when we think about 
the future of Coppice Week. 

Many thanks to all who contributed – it was a joy.

Ian Swain

This was a great few days away from the normal hustle and 
bustle and a chance to learn some new skills. Annie arrived 
at first light on Monday and got stuck into the course with 
both feet running!! (makes a change). Fantastic location and 
setting, great instructors and made to feel welcome by one 
and all.

A special thanks to all those that organised the event (esp 
David 'where's my forms' Rossney). I know how tedious this 
can be, having organised large events myself. Thanks as well to Alan and Jo who let us use their 
Manor!

Next year I will take the entire week out and hopefully reduce the deer population by a few more.

Steve Wright

Editors Note: Thanks to everyone who helped this event take place. We will need to discuss the  
future of Coppice Week at the next members meeting if it is to continue in 2014 & beyond.



Woods Needing Woodsman:
Wood in Kirdford nr Petworth.

5 acres of in cycle hazel available to cut.
Contact: Helen Leegood

Tel: 01403820909 
Email: helen.leegood@the-prism.net

Bolney, West Sussex.
Newly restored Hazel coppice available either as a one off cut or continuous ongoing 

management.
Contact: Rob Seward to arrange a viewing.

Tel: 07703346390
Email: rob.seward@btinternet.com

Sandhill Woods, Walton On The Hill, Surrey.
28.5 Acres of Mixed Coppice (mostly over stood) available either as a one off cut or 

regular management. Woodland could also be available to run courses in.
Contact: Roger Collis

Tel: 01737813348
Email: jan@janetcollis.com

Petworth area.
Hazel coppice, some in rotation, some over stood, available for cutting. Please contact head 

forester Neil Humphris.
Tel: 01798342502 or 07768618565

Email: neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk

Woodsman Needing Woods:
Sparrow Hatch Forestry require standing coppice to cut anywhere in the south east area, on short 

or long term agreement. Any species required but would prefer Sweet Chestnut, Ash or 
Hornbeam either in rotation or over stood. Fully qualified & insured with 5+ years experience.

Contact: David Abbott
Tel: 07896036437 

Email: david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk 

Keepers Coppicing.
I'm looking for Chestnut &/or Hazel Standing Coppice in East Sussex or surrounding areas.

Either as on going management or restoration project.
Contact: Richard Hare

Tel: 01825818580
Mob: 07789266339

Email: richard@keeperscoppicing.co.uk
Web: www.keeperscoppicing.co.uk

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage 
(info@ajscrafts.co.uk) or download the form off of our web site:

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

http://www.keeperscoppicing.co.uk/
mailto:info@keeperscoppicing.co.uk
mailto:david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk
mailto:neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk
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NCF Launch Update

Well the National Coppice Federation launched on 16th October at St John's (formerly a church) in Smith 
Square, Westminster, a few stone throws from the corridors of power.

Richard Thomason from the Smallwoods Association has travelled to various coppice folk over the last 
few weeks and, along with contributions from various directors on the day, assembled a fine collection of 
coppice wares from around the UK, from which we made a suitably impressive display to use as backdrop 
for talks to the throng of around 100 folk.

Rebecca Oaks, NCF Chairman from Coppice Association Northwest opened the proceedings and 4 
speakers gave 15 minute talks to follow:

Julian Evans from the Institute of Chartered Foresters gave an enthusiastically academic talk regarding 
5000 years of coppicing, in which he rather shamelessly plugged his new book! - 
www.charteredforesters.org

Ed Suttie from "Grown in Britain" gave a talk on this government-backed scheme which launched the day 
before (attended by Rebecca oaks) and we will have strong links with this organisation over the next few 
years, as we hit all the right buttons so far as they are concerned. - www.growninbritain.org

Pooran Desai from Bio-Regional gave an informative talk on the pitfalls of dealing with large corporates, 
quoting from his own experience with B+Q and Sainsburys, and more than hinted that the best direction 
for sales is via small local independents, rather than targeting the competitive and bullish corporates. - 
www.bioregional.co.uk

Dr. Martin Warren from Butterfly Conservation detailed the conservation benefits of coppicing, not just 
for butterflies but for many other plants and animals. Unsurprisingly, many species are dependent upon 
us opening gaps in the canopy to let a lot of light to the ground layer. So far as he is concerned, our way of 
life will lead to many conservation gains, and we'll have some other partners here too.

Rebecca Oaks rounded off with a keynote speech, which basically said that we're going to use our national 
voice to best effect, and then there was some further milling and discussing all sorts of useful woody 
matters.

I found a fair few useful contacts, including a couple of gents from the Woodland Trust who indicated that 
they'd be happy to form long-term management contracts regarding some of their woods, a chestnut 
coppice worker from Kent who'd like to be involved in setting up a Kent Coppice Group, a similar contact 
from North Essex, and it also turns out that an old chum is the new Chief Executive for Grown in Britain - 
one Dougal Driver, formerly involved in much to do with the forestry and woodland sector.

Sadly the promised MP did not show for the 1pm photo-call in the rain 100m from the fire brigade 
demonstrations. I wonder why? Ne'er mind - we had a very positive start and I look forward to grabbing 
the bull by the horns and using this as a method of increasing profile and tracking down as many coppice 
workers as we can locate from all around the country. It's time to unite and set up a load more coppice 
groups.

I'm now drafting the long-term plan for what NCF will do from here on, and welcome any thoughts on the 
topic. Some issues we're already working on:
Website, Newsletter, Membership Format, Insurance Deals, Bulk Purchasing, 2014 and 2015 gatherings, 
100 new coppiced woodlands. More suggestions welcomed - we can't do everything to begin with, but it 
would be good to put it all in the plan and then devolve tasks accordingly. All info and offers gratefully 
received!

A very positive start.

Ian Baldwin – National Representative



Training Update

At the groups committee meeting on the 10th October it was agreed that we should try to offer a regular 
opportunity to both trainers and trainees. The general principle is to have one or two sites we can use 
regularly where basic facilities are available permanently and training sessions can be held, say, every 2 
months. Each session will offer 2 to 4 different training or learning opportunities for SSCG members as 
well as the wider general public. The training sessions are not intended to replace the Hands on Day or 
Coppice week; those will be discussed at our next members meeting.

Within the group we can offer a very broad range of training sessions and, hopefully, not put too much of 
a burden on any one individual.  The trainers benefit by earning income for giving the training and the 
learners benefit by knowing they can acquire new skills at, what is anticipated to be, a very reasonable 
cost.  It is anticipated that SSCG members will be able to attend the training sessions at a lower cost to 
those attending as non-members. Materials used during the sessions will be paid for in addition to the 
charge of the session.

Within the group:
To achieve regular training sessions offering a broad range of training opportunities we need the 
following:

• An up to date record of who can give what training
• An understanding as to whether the training is best given in winter, summer or can be done at any 

time
• An understanding of the training you would like to receive

To achieve this, a form has been prepared for you to complete telling us what training you can provide and 
what you might like to learn. Once completed please send the form directly to Chris Letchford, by email 
SSCG@Woodthings.co.uk or by post to:  Biarritz, Stane Street, Codmore Hill, Pulborough, West Sussex, 
RH20 1BQ.

It is recognised that not everyone is confident at giving training and may not think they have something 
that others are interested in doing. Help is available to you to get assistance in planning your teaching, 
working out timings and gaining feedback to help you set up a session or improve your approach should 
you find it useful. Please indicate if you think you would benefit from some help and support on the form.

Offering courses to the general public:
To be able to offer courses to the general public we need to be able to publish the sessions we are offering 
and how much we will charge per individual. That means we need to remove the variables such as 
differing rates per session depending upon attendance as we have done for Coppice Week. We are not 
able to rely on grant assistance so we may need to standardize the amount we pay trainers per day and 
the amount we charge individuals. On your returned forms please indicate what you would normally 
charge for giving a session and what you would expect to pay for a session so we can establish realistic 
fixed rates.

Contacts to the get the widest audience:
To enable us to have the best chance of getting members of the public to attend we want to target 
conservation groups, specialist clubs and organisations, even your local suppliers, garden centres and tool 
shops - anyone that maybe reasonably closely associated with the sort of offerings we can provide or may 
have access to an audience that might be interested. To achieve this, you can fill in details of as many sets 
of contact details as possible so we can get to the widest audience we can.  When we have a program of 
training events available we will send out details to all contact points to try to get as many people as 
possible attending the sessions.



Please be as supportive as you can in helping us to help you. The more information we get and the more 
contact points we achieve means we are likely to be able to offer a really broad range of training and ALL 
benefit in some way or other either as a trainer or learner.  

Please try your hardest to get forms completed and emailed or sent to me by the next members meeting 
in November. You can of course bring them along to the meeting itself to give to me in person.

Chris Letchford – Group Training

Training Form
Please fill in & return to:

Chris Letchford, Biarritz, Stane Street, Codmore Hill, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 1BQ.

Name: Tel: Email: Do you need 
help planning 
any courses:

Do you have an 
up to date 1st 
Aid Certificate:

Courses you can 
offer:

Number of days 
required for 
course:

Best season to 
run the course:

Your daily rate: Expected 
material costs 
per person:

Maximum 
number of 
students:

Courses You Would Like To See Offered: Maximum Price You Would Pay:

Places Where We Could Promote Courses:



Forthcoming Group Shows, Events & Meetings 2013/14:
The speaker at the next members meeting will be Jamie Cordery from the Dear Initiative.

Date: Time: Event: Venue:
21st November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting, 

speaker is Jamie Cordery
@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

20th February 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

17th April 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

26th May 9.00am till 5.00pm Surrey County Show @ Stoke Park, Guildford,
Surrey.

5th July 11.00am onwards Hands On Day @ Fernhurst Furnace, Vann 
Road, West Sussex.

17th July 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting, AGM @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

9th to 11th August 9.00am onwards CharFest @ Westdean Woods, West 
Dean, Sussex.

23rd & 24th August 10.00am onwards Bentley Work Party @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

19th to 21st September 9.00am till 5.00pm Weald Woodfair @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

4th & 5th October 9.00am till 5.00pm Surrey Hills Woodfair @ Birtley House, Bramley, 
Guildford, Surrey. GU5 0LB

20th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, W. 
Sussex. RH11 9HQ

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact John Sinclair 07743164422

What’s the use of money, after all
if you save it your a miser,
if you spend it your a fool,

if you can't get it your lazy as a rule.
You get locked up if you thieve it,
& when you die you gotta leave it,

so what’s the use of money after all.
anon

Philosophical prose courtesy of Frank Leybury



So What’s It Worth?
Approximate, average price per ton (Sept 2013)

I've had a few interesting conversations with various people recently about the financial value of various 
commodities, either within the UK or globally. So here's an interesting little short list!

• Waste Wood £30
• Cordwood £35
• Mixed Concrete £50
• Oats £120
• Barley £135
• Wheat £150
• Raw Steel £250
• Imported Wholesale Bananas £600
• Butchered Horse Meat £750
• Crude Oil £800
• Scrap Lead £1,000
• Scrap Brass £2,000
• Copper £4,500
• Silver (925) £406,000
• Gold (18ky) £24,850,000

Sourced from DEFRA, FC, FTSE Index, Lets Recycle, ABC, Reuters & other places.

Your New Committee:
Your committee is here to run the group on behalf of you, the membership. So please do contact  

us if we can improve anything or if you have any ideas that would help the group to move forward  
in any way.

John Sinclair
Ian White
Will Wallace
Ian Swain
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Richie Hobbs
Gemma Root
Ian Baldwin
Chris Letchford

Chairman & Shows
Secretary & Treasurer
Group Discounts
Speakers & Merchandise
Newsletter Editor
Innovations & Website
Senior Consultant
Consultant
National Representative
Training & Courses

jdsinclair2013@gmail.com
ian@greenboot.co.uk
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
ian@theluddite.com
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
richard@circusbox.co.uk
gemma.root@gmail.com
weyvalleywoodman@gmail.com
chris.letchford@btinternet.com

07743164422
01256397919
07899894294
07810771122
07923616608
07743047209 
07731914989
07732711173
07867428988
07798825032

2014 Committee Meeting Dates
Members are welcome to attend but please let one of the committee know before hand in case of  

any changes to the dates or venues.
30th January 7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423 Leatherhead 

Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ
Committee 
Meeting

27th March 7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423 Leatherhead 
Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ

Committee 
Meeting

26th June 7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423 Leatherhead 
Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ

Committee 
Meeting

30th October 7.30pm till 10.00pm @ The Shy Horse, 423 Leatherhead 
Road, Chessington, Surrey, KT9 2NQ

Committee 
Meeting



Review of Timber Arch and Mini Timber Trailer
from TCF Engineering

Since last winter I have been using a timber arch and mini-timber trailer from TCF Engineering on many of 
my woodland management operations here in the South Downs National Park. Prior to the purchase of 
these two pieces of equipment, all our small scale produce was extracted by hand, either by myself or with 
the help of our willing band of volunteers, who by season’s end, are slightly less willing it has to be said. 
We also have a good, but admittedly under-used, quad bike in our tool store and so it made sense to find 
implements that could be attached to it to help move timber.

With some help from a well-known internet search engine, I soon arrived at TCF Engineering’s website 
www.tcfengineering.co.uk  and I was immediately impressed. It was clear that TCF not only design and 
make timber handling equipment, but they use it themselves. Their designs are constantly evolving from 
their own trial and error and from customer feedback, and most importantly of all, they do a complete 
bespoke service so that you get the ‘tweaks’ and add-ons that you want.

Timber Arch:
I ordered the large timber arch with standard 50 mm ball hitch. 
Turn around time was very quick indeed – from order to 
delivery took no more than two weeks.

The build quality is first-class and the welds are faultless. All 
TCF products come galvanised as standard, at no extra cost. 
The tyres are fully spec'ed and rated, and come with OKO anti-
puncture sealant also as standard. The timber arch has a good 
quality hand-winch that allows you to raise a large single log clear of the floor and up into the centre of 
the arch. The arch itself is rated to carry up to 750 KG.

I wanted our arch to be a bit more flexible work-wise and so I had two short sections of 10 mm steel plate 
welded to the top of the arch that would accept choker chains (see picture above). For this minor 
adaptation TCF only charged an extra £10 on top of the standard charge of £795 incl. V.A.T.

So how does it work in the field? Most of the work that I use the arch for is in chestnut coppice where it 
comes into its own for extracting 8 ft strainers and 10ft rail material. Obviously, stool density is going to 
be a big factor in determining whether or not the arch is suitable, but so far I have always managed to find 
enough extraction routes through the coppice that I have worked. It’s also worth noting that, at least 
when empty, the arch is easily manoeuvrable by hand to get round any awkward obstructions.

Mini-Timber Trailer:
For extracting 6ft cord-wood lengths or fence posts, the mini-
timber trailer comes into its own. 

Again, it comes galvanised as standard, has fully spec'ed and rated 
tyres with OKO sealant, and the build quality is superb. The pins 
are, of course, removable for ease of loading or transport, but an 
extra nice touch is that they can be turned around to give a wider 
load bed which is useful if you need to move bulky or ‘frithy’ 
material such as lop & top. The load-bed is lined with weld-mesh and there are also two tie-down points 
added as standard to the sides of the trailer. Despite its diminutive appearance, the trailer is rated to carry 
up to 500 KG. The draw bar is fitted with a 50 mm ball hitch as standard, and it is made in two pieces that 
bolt together so that it can be taken apart for transit or storage.

http://www.tcfengineering.co.uk/


The real winner with this piece of equipment however, is the price £395 incl. V.A.T.

In use, the trailer performs really well and is very stable. When 
empty, it is very light and can be easily manhandled around 
coppice stools for example. I have found that it manoeuvres really 
well, even when fully laden.

There are only two slight issues that I have found with the trailer. 
Firstly, the ground clearance could do with being slightly higher, 
although there is an obvious trade off with height over stability. 
To a certain extent, ground clearance could be improved by 
ordering the trailer with larger diameter tyres. Secondly, the detachable draw bar is prone to bending at 
the joint when towing if, for example, a wheel is caught behind a stool, or a stump. This is also the case 
when reversing with a heavy load. If I was to order another trailer, I would order one with a one piece draw 
bar.

Choice of towing vehicle is also a factor to be considered. Both trailer and arch can be easily towed by a 
lawn tractor, but something more ‘manly’ is needed for working in the woods. Our quad bike is a 400 cc 
machine with 4-wheel drive and is more than powerful enough for the job. What it does lack however, is a 
low-ratio gear box and there are times when this would be really useful, especially when skidding heavy 
loads uphill. An ideal solution would be an alpine tractor, which combines low-ground pressure with power 
and versatility, although at considerable financial outlay. It is worth remembering though, that ground 
conditions are the biggest determining factor in the capacities of both the timber arch and mini-trailer 
regardless of what towing vehicle is used.

In summary, I wholeheartedly recommend the mini-trailer and timber arch, and the fantastic service from 
TCF. Go check them out – you won’t be disappointed.

Graham West - South Downs National Park Ranger

Review of Manual Log Extractor 
from Chris Adams

Last winter I was given the opportunity to test the Log Extractor developed by Chris Adams & Steve 
Wright. Back when I first started coppicing I thought that a small manual timber arch would be an ideal 
tool in small tight copses or where tractors & the like weren't available. So this was a great opportunity to 
find out if my thoughts were correct, or not.

First of all the product itself. Its fairly light (30kg) & flat packs very 
easily, so you can fit it in the back of a car with no problem. It sits 
in the back of a Land Rover, van or pick up without the need to 
take it apart as well. I found its very easy for one person to lift on 
& off my pick up without the need to disassemble.

The version I tested had a T-bar grip, but they can install a standard 50mm ball hitch or towing eye if 
required for ATV's, tractors or 4x4's etc...in fact they are happy to custom make these to whatever spec 
you desire which is a real bonus. It also had x2 small pneumatic 400mm diameter tyres which simply slide 
onto the arch axles with a retaining clip. The timber tongs had a 400mm capacity & you can easily attach 
choker chains, ropes or slings directly to the arch via the shackle.

At first I started with short logs of around 6ft in length & immediately found that any brash left on the 



woodland floor was a bit of a problem, especially with heavier logs. But if you make sure the route(s) you 
are taking are tidy & clear then its a lot easier to manoeuvre around. Rabbit holes were also be a problem 
& with this in mind I immediately thought that bigger wheels would work better (I believe that larger 
wheels are now standard). I also experienced the wheel clips getting caught on brash or twigs & getting 
pulled out. This resulted in the wheel leaving the axle! Not ideal, so I would recommend a more 
permanent fixture or simply removing the circular band from the clip would solve the issue.

You obviously need to get to grips with the balancing points with these arches, which doesn't take long. 
You want the log either fully suspended or slightly dragging behind, obviously. I found it did swing around 
a lot at first but you soon learn not to make sudden movements with it. I also experimented with taking 
the joining chain off between the arch & tongs. This helped & also gave better ground clearance but 
meant you had to raise & lower the arm/handle more when picking up or dropping a log.

The arm also extends for use with much longer poles. So I tried some full length poles which were also 
fairly big in diameter. I found these very difficult to move around, you could easily pick them up but 
getting them where you wanted was a different story. Even when I tied the end of the log to the arm, they 
were still awkward to move. More due to the weight than the arch itself. It was ok with standard coppice 
poles, say up to 8” diameter but not so good with anything larger. 

Generally speaking I found pulling much easier than pushing, both for manoeuvrability & ease of use. I 
briefly tried working on a small slope. Trying to pull uphill was obviously difficult but downhill wasn't much 
easier either. I never felt the arch was going to break however, in that sense its very well built & robust. If 
you can get a log in the tongs, it will hold it. But you may need two people or a vehicle to move it.

After a couple of days of using it I found it was very kind to the woodland floor, with very little compaction 
at all. I had also extracted & stacked a fair amount of logs of various sizes. So it definitely does the job & I 
think it definitely has a place in the market. In a flat yard area it would also be ideal. However, in a wood, 
I'm not sure it is any more efficient than extracting by hand. So overall I think it is a very useful tool, but 
interestingly not what I had imagined it to be when I first thought of it. If I was to order one, my spec 
would be something like:

• Larger Wheels
• Remove Round Wheel Clips
• Larger (padded) T-Bar Handle with 50mm ball hitch installed below

Custom made Log Extractors are available from Chris Adams 07515994986 (chrsiadams6@gmail.com). 
Remember that he can build them to your spec & that group members are also eligible for a discount.

Alan Sage

Members Free Ads:
To place a free ad, simply email me your text &/or photo: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Celtic Roundhouse For Hire:
x2 24ft Celtic Roundhouses for hire anywhere in 
the UK or possibly Europe.
Contact: Richard Hobbs, Billingshurst.
Email: richardhobbs69@gmail.com
Mob: 07731914989

Cordwood For Sale:
Around 50 ton of cordwood available, good 
hardwood mix. Call or email me for prices.
Contact: Alan Sage, Kent.
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk
Mob: 07923616608
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