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Putting Life into your Landscape” Summer 2013 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

Well Spring has finally sprung, and with, it appears to me, an extra spring in it’s step this year with the luscious green and trees in 

different hues for more than a week or two. I can even remember 3 days of sunshine on the trot, although yesterday, driving into a 

mixed wood of chestnut and Douglas fir there were still puddles in the deeper wheel ruts and a mile and a bit away my kiln site is 

damp underfoot so if you pardon the pun we are not out of the woods yet.  

 

I have sold more bean poles than I did last year, charcoal is moving now the sun is shining, and I am informed hurdle and spar 

trade has been OK, but people are only confirming orders at the last minute. The shows that some people have been doing are still 

suffering from long pockets, short hands; it seems others are spending money as carefully as coppice workers do, so I guess the 

watchwords are ‘Soldier on’. 

 

I attended the inaugural meeting of the National Coppice Federation; more about this elsewhere in this newsletter. The Bodgers 

Ball (the annual meeting of the Association of Pole Lathe Turners and Green Woodworkers) was another cold but enjoyable 

weekend of camping. Luckily for the Forest of Dean Earth Burn I got what I believe is regarded as an accommodation upgrade, 

but before you think your Chair is living the high life, it was a hut with a grass roof. I urge you to attend if possible the Surrey and 

Sussex Hands On Day on 6th July (see our events list), and also see the details of our next members meeting.  

 

I have seen the first haymaking today, so may the sun be on our backs for a month or two.  

 

Peter Jameson. 

 

COPPICE GATHERING AND INAUGURAL AGM OF THE NATIONAL COPPICE  

FEDERATION 
 

From the Dashboard of a Red Fiesta 
 

The gathering happened, so the hard work of the steering committee paid has off. The National Federation is probably of more 

immediate use to coppice workers who do not live in an area with a coppice group, but I am a believer in networking and you are 

never too old to learn something. The village hall and field was a good setting and it was nice to have a weekend with 90+  

likeminded individuals, some old friends, some new friends, and they are probably saying the same.  

 

The site visits were interesting; the deer management is better and it was an eye opener for me to see coppice cut and re-growth 

30+ rods to a stool, the odd deer bite, but not decimated as it would be here in Hampshire and not a deer fence in sight. 

There were too many site visits, or rather the locals, or rather the locals who planned the event, are able to drive between woods 

knowing exactly where they are going without the need to slow down to read signposts and directions as we would be able to 

drive round Hampshire, but surprise, surprise, I arrived back at base camp in time for food.  

 

An unexpected highlight of the National Federation meeting was a chance to 

visit English Heritage Leigh Court Barn which was in walking distance. 

Standing beneath it’s arches of oak (see photo by Paul Vodden) I was struck 

by the effort that must have gone into building it in the 17th century and the 

importance of local food storage. The cob and wattle cottages of the farm 

workers have not survived and  were almost transient; the lifespan was only 

about 45 years and the dwellings only needed 29 years life, but the barn 

needed to survive come what may for survival of the local population, a  

lesson we have departed from in modern life by moving supplies around 

Europe to get a faster growing time but pay the price of greater exposure to 

disease risk.  

 

Peter Jameson 
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From Toni 

 

Darren Hammerton , his friend Sam and I travelled to Leigh Stinton in Worcestershire on Friday 26 th April.  Numerous cowslips 

along the roadside caught our attention as we approached our destination. 

 

Dave Jackson and his helpers from the Malvern Hills Coppice Association 

had arranged for the use of the village memorial hall and adjoining grassed 

area for camping which proved an ideal combination. 

 

Site visits had been arranged for the afternoon and we set off to Sherwood 

Keough’s partly built house in his woods. The site was important to him as 

he had spent many family holidays close by. Sherwood explained in a  

positive way the list of questions and queries he had to answer to satisfy the 

council buildings department to get his planning permission. 

 

He had tried to source all the building materials as close to the site as  

possible including some from the wood itself. The building seemed very 

large to me but Sherwood explained it incorporated a workshop. He said 

that various volunteers just turn up to help and that recently producing 

sawn shingles for the roof had taken some time. 

 

We then visited the sweet chestnut area where Toby and Ali Allen work. The site was on a slope leading down to a valley 

amongst the rolling hills. Large numbers of wild daffodils were in bloom amongst the partly  

processed wood. A powered peeler was on site stripping the bark off chunky poles. I imagine you would need a large number of 

poles to process to justify the cost. Ali explained that they tended to use 

the winter months for felling and supplying the heavier, agricultural,  

fencing products and the spring and summer for the lighter, garden  

products that the public want. 

 

Back at the memorial hall we met up with HCCG chair Peter Jameson and 

other familiar faces. Venison burgers and sausages were proving as  

popular as the local perry and beers. The hall was used for the evening 

talks; a brief summary by Rebecca Oaks of previous national  

organisations and schemes,  a man from the Forestry Commission on Ash 

Dieback and other diseases and a representative from the Deer Initiative. 

 

Ron Smart and Richard Wellings talked about  “Worcestershire Woodin”. 

This is a book of conversations they had with Geoff Osborne. It describes 

a system used by several generations of the Osborne family who were 

employed by various family estates in north Worcestershire as estate 

woodmen. Mr Osborne’s family were responsible for producing vast quantities of hazel rods each year for decades. Large axes 

were handed around during the talk to give an idea of the method of using them to deliver a “sweet cut” close to the ground and 

upwards through the rods. Also a wooden axe and billhook that were given to children to practice with and not come to any harm. 

 

Around the hall there were various displays. Richard Thomason of the Small Woods Association had placed the coppice products 

he uses at garden shows as part of his project and these were added to by others attendees. Hurdles, besoms, chairs, baskets,  

faggots, pimps, shingles, rakes and others. On a table were various tools. Some recognisable, well used and cherished and others 

where the purpose was not obvious for us to guess the use.  A board of twigs of native species for identification was also proving 

tricky. 

 

Fed, watered and thoughtful, some chose to retire for the night whilst others warmed themselves around the fire bowl and chatted. 

Saturday dawned bright and sunny and a leisurely breakfast was produced using the communal barbeque. We all gathered in the 

hall for the inaugural AGM and Rebecca gave an introduction and said how the proceedings needed to run. 

 

It was agreed that a number of nominees for the director roles be voted in en block. As one of these I gave a brief summary of my 

background and then the others did the same and we all sat together on the stage. The following were voted in to represent their 

areas and groups; myself for Hampshire, Rebecca Oaks for Coppice Association North West, Toby Allen for Herefordshire, Ian 

Baldwin for Sussex and Surrey, Dave Jackson for the Malvern Hills, Paul Vodden for Dorset, Carolyn Church for  

Northamptonshire, Helen Waterfield for North Wales and Brian Williamson for Gloucestershire. 

 

A question and answer session followed, partly prompted by questions that had been placed on flip charts around the hall where 

people had written answers. “How much should membership cost?”, “What should the Federation concentrate on doing?” and 

others. 

 

Most people returned outside to the sunshine and lunch whilst the directors had their first meeting. Roles were suggested,  

accepted and voted on. Rebecca is chair, Toby treasurer, Dave website and possibly logo, myself membership and then we  
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Management Committee 

 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Chairman) 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Vice-Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary and Member-

ship, Director National Coppice Federation) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (The Teller co-

editor and Minutes Secretary) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

Matt Melton, Member 

 

co-opted Richard Thomason as secretary. An Autumn event/launch was discussed and Rebecca, Richard, Paul and Carolyn will 

work on this. A 2014 Gathering and AGM will take place in another area of the country which may possibly be jointly organised 

by the south coast coppice groups.  We agreed that other discussions will take place by e-mail and phone conferences and ended 

the meeting and joined everyone else. 

 

A very welcome lunch was followed by a decision about another two woodland visits. We decided to keep the mileage down and 

go for the closer one. First we visited the 14th century Pershore Abbey  tithe barn as it was very close and sounded interesting. 

Going into the barn felt like entering a large church and the huge cruck curved timber ribs supporting the main structure were 

very impressive.  Very little needed to be done to the timber frame during previous restoration work. Due to lack of  

sufficient foundations the main work had been underpinning the splaying walls. 

 

We then went to Malvern and admired the architecture while driving through. We arrived at Park Wood where Dave Jackson  

carries out work for the Malvern Hills Conservators who own it. Doug Joiner (Chair of the Horse Loggers Association) was there 

using a horse and trolley to pull out wood of all sizes from awkward 

places so it could be sorted and stacked closer to the entrance. The horse 

had green lips from eating some of the large expanse of wild garlic. 

Watching it pull the laden trolley up the valley side to the top path made 

me think of how difficult it would be to manually move it all. 

 

We returned to the memorial hall site to drop our passenger Alan Waters 

off and start the journey home. The two days had been filled with plenty 

of interesting things to do and see as well as forming the National Cop-

pice Federation and electing the directors at the first AGM. Many thanks 

must go to Richard Thomason of the Small Woods Association and 

Dave Jackson and his volunteer helpers from the Malvern Hills Coppice 

Association for the amount of organisation that went into making it a 

successful event. 

Toni Brannon 

 

Obituary to Bob Johnson 

 
It is with regret that we announce the death of former HCCG member Bob Johnson (Charcoal Bob). 

 

Bob passed away suddenly at home on Friday 24th May age 52. Our thoughts to his life partner Teela, and his children Shay, 

Ben, Alfie and Frankie. 

 

Bob was part of the resurrection of coppice in the Beaulieu area in the 1990s and up to 2 years ago his 3 minutes of fame was a 

slot on TVs Country Ways. My recollection of Bob will be under sourced in the transport and wood supply departments but an 

eternal optimist who always believed that next year would be better, and take pleasure in a pint and a chat at the Three Bells or 

the Wheel public houses and happen across some log customers whilst there, so it is work in the pub, honest.  

 

Charcoal Bags 
 

HCCG Charcoal Bags are available at a 

cost of 41p each from Chris Westcott 

phone number 02392 595147.  

 

 

The bags have the HCCG logo on the front and instructions 

for use on the back. See the HCCG web site 

www.hampshirecoppice.co.uk for further details.  
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We’ve all had this… 
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Lister 

 
Certain details have been deleted to avoid identification, but I am sure we have all been there. Peasticks to be collected in a 

Smartcar, insistence on 8’ or 9’ beansticks to be collected in a Mini….. 

 

Editor 

27/5/2012 Hello 

  

I have received a copy of your e-mail from Toni re-

garding supply of hurdles at X show. 

I will be attending the show and could supply one or 

two hurdles. 

Could you give me more detail please on size and 

quantity,  when required etc. 

many thanks. 

 

Dave 

19/6/2012 Hi David 

  

Do you have a tel number I could call you on to discuss? 

Our Best of British "Hampshire" stand at X is going to 

be great, but as you can imagine always takes a lot of 

organising. 

We will be looking at 4 -6 coppice fences to fit the stand, 

these will be between photos of Hampshire Food He-

roes .See drawing. As you can see the dimensions are a 

little vague other than we know our space will be 6x6 

metres in total. 

  

Are you able to supply enough for us? How or what they 

look like will be down to you and we can promote you 

with any literature you have on the day 

19/6/2012 David, sorry just an afterthought - maybe the 

hurdles could be a metre high each? 

I have made the hurdles and they can now be collected 

from the wood. 

  

There are six  hurdles approx 1 metre high if you do not 

intend using all six please let me know as I also need 

hurdles for display 

  

The only day I will be able to meet you is the Tuesday 

17th July 

  

If you could arrange collection for this day I will be at 

the wood from 10am until early evening.  

  

Over to you. Hi Dave, I am just trying to sort collection of the hurdles. 

Are you based 

near the Stansted Farm Shop?  I needed to pop in to see 

Fred re membership 

also. 

Hello, my wood is on the Stansted estate. 

The post code you have is for Holmes Farm. 

You need to make your way there and I will either meet 

you or direct you if you call my mobile on arrival. 

 

Not sure who Fred is. 

Hi Dave ,  will you be around mid morning tomorrow? I 

am at Sparsholt college 

until 9.30am but aim to come to you after that 

mid morning tomorrow is fine for me. Call me when you 

arrive at the farm and 

I will direct you. 

Hi Dave, I just thought I would 

check but will they fit in the back 

of my VW Polo?  

Hello…………….Hello……………ohfeck!!! 
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APT Dorset Branch Meeting in Hampshire 

 

Dorset Branch of the Association of Pole Lathe Turners and Green Woodworkers met in 

Hampshire about as far east as you can get without falling into Sussex in April. They visited 

our  wood to view the charcoal kilns and have a go at making Stockholm tar,  by kind permis-

sion of the site owner. This vagary is explained by the organiser being Peter Jameson, also  

currently Chairman of HCCG, and a previous venue having fallen through. I would also like to 

point out that most of those present were either HCCG or Dorset Coppice Group members, 

which is why I am reporting this in the Teller. Our youngest recruit, Digby Melton came along 

for a little while. His little yellow tractor can just be seen in the foreground of the picture  

below.  

  

Peter  based the equipment on an illustration and 

instructions in a Ray Mears book as shown in 

the picture. It was a miracle of recycled metal, 

and that, plus the lunch and passengers, made it 

a tight fit even in the larger of the family cars. 

Still, any of you who have seen Peter’s usual 

mode of transport will not be surprised at that. 

 

Everyone arrived on time, and most of us 

walked through the wood to the kiln site. The tar making equipment, having been 

transferred, with the lunch, to a pickup truck for the journey, was set up and Peter cut up some pine roots he had brought. A small 

amount of water was put in, then the roots, the lid put on, and a fire lit in the trough round the outside. In spite of adding some 

charcoal to the fire, not too much came out, although something black did trickle down the tube into the empty soup can reserved 

from lunch by Peter. Honour was satisfied,  

although not a lot of tar was produced. The hosts were left with the equipment and asked to study the subject and have another go 

with the roots left behind.  

 

For those interested, a guided walk in our wood took place in the afternoon. 

Normally, we would have expected to see lots of bluebells, but with the 

weather having been so cold, the wood anemones were only just starting. In 

fact the bluebells didn’t deign to arrive until the beginning of May, which 

meant re-scheduling a bluebell walk we had planned for a local Garden Club. 

 

At the end of the meeting, Peter very kindly climbed into the kiln and helped to 

dig out and sieve the contents as payment for the venue.  

 

An interesting day, and luckily the sun shined on us. Thanks to Nick Baxter for 

the photographs.  

Ash and Bluebells 

 
Jonathan Rau, long time HCCG member, who works for the Forestry Commission, kindly gave us a talk on Chelara Ash Dieback 

at our last meeting. Our thanks to Jonathan for daring to face us.  

 

Peter Jameson opened the meeting by reading an excerpt from the old time coppice workers, then Jonathan gave his talk. For any 

of you worried about Chelara, which Jonathan told us is pronounce Kelara, consult the Forestry Commission web site which con-

tains some good identification photos and instructions about reporting. It was followed by refreshments kindly provided by the 

Hall Committee and some socialising. 

 

It was not well attended, but just enough to make it worth while. We could do with more members coming to these meetings, so 

please make a note of the next one, on page 6 of this issue. 

 

There was a bluebell walk in the Westcott’s woodland. Only four members came, but the weather was wet, and we were afraid 

earlier in the afternoon that we would have to call it off as it was so squally. Luckily the weather calmed down a bit, and those on 

the walk saw a good selection of flowers growing in the seriously over stood coppice that had been cut over the last few years. 

The hazel coppice was last systematically cut in the mid 1960s, Alan Cole being involved when he was  a lad, and apart from 

about 1ha which has been kept in rotation by various people over the years, it is now over stood to the point of dereliction.  

 

Over the last 10 years it has been re-coppiced at the rate of 1-2 acres a year, both hazel with standards and ash and hazel coppice. 

The first two coups have been re-cut and although not best quality, are making progress.    
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Members Meeting-Nets, Knots and Splices 

 

The next Members Meeting will be held at Micheldever Station Village 

(Warren) Hall, on Thursday, August 22nd at 7p.m. for 7.30 p.m. The Hall 

Committee have very kindly offered to provide refreshments as usual, but on a 

Thursday, a fish and chip van turns up in the car park, so you could get supper 

when you arrive if time is pressing.  

 

Les Brannon will be doing net making, and John Westcott knots and splices. Watch the demonstration or 

have a go yourself.  

Peter Jameson is hoping to bring some rope making equipment too, so if we don’t all get tied in knots 

[Sorry-Ed] it should be a good evening.   

Site Needed for Firewood Load Meeting 

 

Peter Jameson has produced a 1 m cu box so that we can compare firewood load sizes. 

This will help all of us to give our customers an idea of what they are buying, and should 

be good publicity.  

 

We are looking for a site as central as possible, ideally fairly accessible and with a few 

cu.m of firewood cut to length. If you are not in central Hampshire, but are more or less 

on the central line, never mind north or south, east or west, please contact me. 
 

Chris Westcott 

HCCG Forum 

 

Matt Melton has launched the HCCG Forum, and there has already been some activ-

ity on it. You can find it by going to  http://www.hampshirecoppiceforum.co.uk/ 

which will then take you to a site starting with https://ssllin1.123-secure.com/ ...  

 

The forum will be running for a trial period, so please use it, or we may conclude it is 

not worth while if there is no activity. As they say “Use it or lose it”.  

Coppiceproducts.org.uk -  New Web Site 

 

The new coppiceproducts.org,uk website is in the final stages of testing, and it is 

hoped to launch it soon. Existing members should be contacted soon to revise their 

information. It is intended that a number of items should be put down as primary  

products, and these should be generally available ‘off the shelf’, while the list of sec-

ondary products may require ordering.  

 

 

 

Toni Brannon will circulate further details of the launch when she receives them. She has been one of the 

testers, and succeeded in breaking the system, so, having put that little problem right, we hope that it will be 

successful.  

http://www.hampshirecoppiceforum.co.uk/
https://ssllin1.123-secure.com/

