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Putting Life into your Landscape” Spring 2013 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

We did not have snow at Christmas, but did have snow in the early hours of Friday 18th January, which in my neck of the woods 

stayed on the ground for over a week, which kept my kids happy. It was an interesting experience for me to remember where 

small stacks of say 8 pieces of cordwood were dotted around the wood camouflaged by a woollen blanket. A larger stack of  

timber at ride side had midweek had a thaw that had re-frozen and I was having to knock the ends with a hammer before being 

able to lift them off the stack. It was interesting to observe as the snow stayed on the ground for the week that deer given away by 

their footprints are creatures of habit, tending to use one or two paths regularly to pass through both directions.  

 

The snow, as I have said, made my kids happy, but the melt water made me spiteful. I was mindful of the advice of one of our 

elder statesmen on the Group, Laurie Gardener, who councils melt water makes the ground wetter than a heavy shower of rain, 

and I have spoken to others who say they have cut wood, stacked it and cannot get a truck or tractor anywhere near it.  

 

On the 21st January I was helping to cut some in-cycle coppice which was in catkin! The overstood at my kiln site, approximately 

8 miles away as the crow flies, as I write this on 10th February, is not yet in catkin thank goodness, as catkin marks sap rising and 

leaves coming and I reckon all of us reading this will think I have not cut enough yet.  

 

At long last things are moving on the National Federation front. Read more elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

 

The diary of shows is filling up and I urge you to support your local show or one or two that interest you. It is always a thought 

process; loss of days product making versus possible sales, hopefully attended by appearance money, or at least travelling money. 

Some shows leave you with the feeling it would have been better to have stayed in the copse, but other shows, if not money on 

the day, lead to bookings for hedgelaying, coppice restoration etc. So travel occasionally with optimism and a nothing ventured 

nothing gained frame of mind.  

 

May the sun shine on all of us and preferably soon.  

 

P. S. Jameson Chairman Feb 10th 2013. 

 
National  Coppice Federation 

 
A meeting was held in Birmingham in January, which, mainly because of snow, was not well attended. Unfortunately, there were 

no representatives from HCCG or Dorset Coppice Group present. There was a subsequent conference call of interested parties in 

which our Chairman and Secretary took part.  

 

A survey of all existing coppice groups has decided that the Federation will be a Not For Profit Company Limited by Guarantee, 

rather than the simple unincorporated structure favoured by the HCCG Committee. However the Committee has decided that 

HCCG will provisionally join the NCF, which decision is to be ratified by the membership at the AGM. 

 

There will be a Committee of 9 elected members and 3 co-opted members. The existing 7 Coppice Groups and trade associations 

have been invited to send at least one nominee, and at present it is anticipated that each is likely to be represented.  

 

There will be an inaugural meeting of the Federation at which a Committee and Officers will be elected as part of a Coppice 

Gathering on Friday 26th and Saturday 27th April 2013 at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall, Sherridge Road, Leigh Sinton, 

Worcestershire WR13 5DE. The intention is to have a gathering of coppice workers, talks, perhaps some visits, and camping fa-

cilities are available. Any member that is interested in going is welcome. There will be a charge of £20 per head to offset the 

costs of camping and catering.  

 

Further details including a booking form are available at ncfed.org.uk 
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Management Committee 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 

(Chairman) 

Toni Brannon Assoc 02392 580988  

(Secretary and Membership), 

 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer)  

Chris Westcott, Member 02392 596720  

(Minutes Secretary and Teller Co-Editor) 

 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

Matt Melton, Member (Teller Co-editor) 

Report on Local Group Network and Natter. 

 
On the 29th January, the Western Chapter met. The meeting was 

attended by three hurdle makers, 3 charcoal burners, a basket maker 

and a nature reserve restorist. 

 

As well as coppice the state of orders (thatching spars have stalled a 

bit, hurdle orders not frequent, but those that do come in tending to be 

large orders, logs helped by the snow, charcoal waiting to build up 

stock when the ground dries out) was talked about. 

 

As it was a railway hotel the tracks of old routes and ‘Beeching has a 

lot to answer for’ also featured in the discussion. 

 

 

 

We were informed by two of our number that the Ladies Powder 

Room has a nice original plaster cornice and other Victorian 

features. 

 

As we are in times of austerity after a pint (or 2 or 3 in some 

cases), we adjourned to Paul Voddens sitting room for some free 

coffee and the chat was interesting to overhear.  Some of the 

detailed directional conversations ‘enter by north gate, up hill, 

around bend and on the left’. Some of the woods being talked 

about I could envisage, and some I could not.  

 

With virtually no travelling time for me it was nice to return 

home from a Hampshire Coppice meeting on the same day as I 

left for it.  

 

         Peter Jameson 

Next Members Meeting 
 

Our next members meeting is Tuesday 30th April 7pm for 7.30 pm at Warren Hall, 

Micheldever Station, with Jonathan Rau talking about Chelara Ash Die Back and 

other tree diseases in coppice terms.  

 

Look forward to seeing you there. Members and accompanied guests welcome. 

 

Peter Jameson, Chair 

Copy for Teller 
 

I could still do with some more copy for the Teller. I 

have a couple of articles for the next one, but more is 

needed. Please help as being a bear of little brain, all this 

as well as our normal work is proving to be a strain on 

my little grey cells. 

 

Articles, outlines, even telephone calls which can be 

worked up and approved by you before publication are 

all welcome.  

 

Chris Westcott 
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Splitter and Twitter Meeting 

 
From the Editor; 

 

Our meeting in the round in February at Micheldever Village Hall was well attended and quite successful. Peter Jameson outlined 

what the Committee had been doing, the state of things with the National Coppice Federation and our efforts to have a basic 

standard for Hampshire hurdles and spars. 

 

Peter then asked everyone to introduce themselves, as we had some Dorset Coppice Group 

members present, and led a discussion about what the members wanted from HCCG. 

 

The Hall Committee and friends then joined us, providing us with tea, coffee and other 

refreshments, and to have a go at spar making if they so wished.  

 

There were soon a good few sheets, blocks of various kinds, bill hooks and piles of spars, or 

in my case, kindling. Those of us who haven't quite got the knack of splitting practised with 

some advice from the spar makers, the spar makers showed how it should be done, and others 

fitted in between. 

 

The spar makers were surveyed to find out the important points of a good spar, and we hope 

that those answers will make the basis of the Hampshire Spar Standard in the not too distant 

future. Looking at the results of the survey, I must say at the moment that within limits the 

answer seems to be “How long is a piece of string?” 

 

Overall an interesting evening, and a chance to chat, find out more about one aspect of 

coppice work, and for all of us to discuss what is of interest in the coppice world.  

 

 

 

From the Chairman; 

 

The meeting was attended by 21 members and 8 guests.  

 

The members discussion in a horseshoe shape of chairs produced 4 main points that 

Committee will take on board and report to you in the near future. 

 

The evening of spar splitting kicked off the Hampshire Spar Survey and we were blessed 

with some who have been making for longer than I have been born and some who are 

proficient new comers, some who had learnt some, and one or two who had a taster, notably 

Sue the hall secretary who appears to be a natural.  

 

Looking at the photographs, Simon Watson can be described as the McAlpine of spar makers 

with his block in a damaged road cone, Dave Lister obviously likes to be camouflaged even 

outside the woods.  

 

The meeting gave me a wry smile. Where else than a Coppice Group could you ask 21 

people to turn up at a hall with sharp billhooks and sword length sticks and not get arrested.  

 

I still find the Windsor chairs in Warren Hall inspiring and feel the bodgers of old looking 

out of the wood and wishing us well.  

 

Peter Jameson 
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Coppice Group Birthdays 

 
In December our Senior member Laurie Gardener celebrated his 84th and our 

Chair took him a card. Laurie is getting camera shy in his old age (and if you 

can’t say no in your old age when can you), but forwards a picture of a birch 

candle lantern made and held by his son Paul. 

 

As we know, part of the success of a successful coppice operation is economy 

of scale, so at the Warren Hall meeting we had one cake with three candles. 

Our Chair, Peter Jameson, had a significant birthday in January and is now old 

enough to be a grumpy old man, Peter Lane celebrated his 77th birthday on 

the Saturday before the meeting, and Peter Thorn the same age as the Chair 

plus 5 the day after the meeting. [ I had a significant birthday plus 1 in January too, but my name isn’t Peter, and 

the Chairman didn’t bring me a candle :( -Editor], so the meeting sang Happy Birthday dear Peters, hence the 

economy of scale.   

Advantages of Membership 
 

I have been asked to remind all members that one of the advantages of membership of HCCG is that offers of work, coppice 

for cutting and other useful snippets get sent round to all. Although we understand that if you work with a non-member, it 

can be difficult, please do not pass on this information, or reply to the enquirer with names of non-members. If you know 

someone who might be interested, but is not a member, please pass this information to Toni Brannon. If no member is inter-

ested, she will then pass this on.  

HCCG Forum and Facebook  
 

Matt Melton has been working on a Forum, as requested by some members at the AGM. You will 

soon be receiving an e-mail giving details of log in, and other matters. The forum will be run for a trial 

period of 3 months. It will then be reviewed by the Committee and depending upon the usage and how 

much work Matt has to do as moderator, we will decide whether it should continue.  

 

Kester Westcott has developed a Facebook page for HCCG. Some of you have probably used it, but if 

you are on Facebook and have not visited, you may want to have a look. Click on the Facebook sym-

bol on the group website which takes you direct to the page rather than trying to search when you are 

in Facebook. The website address is www.hamsphirecoppice.co.uk if you have forgotten it or not been 

there. Sorry, but not being on Facebook I can give you no further information, but please discuss with 

Kester if you have any problems.  He can be contacted through the web site, or via my phone number.    

http://www.hamsphirecoppice.co.uk
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SHOWS AND EVENTS 2013 
 

Saturday March 23rd  -Heritage Crafts Association Spring Conference, Victoria and Albert museum.  

Contact -http://www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/index.php/upcoming-events/2013-spring-conference 

 

Sunday 14th April  - Meon Springs Countryside Day     

Contact Jamie at info@meonsprings.com Website http://www.meonsprings.com/country-day/   

 

26th And Saturday 27th April  - Inaugural AGM and get together of the National Coppice Federation.  

Contact  via the website http://ncfed.org.uk/ 

 

Saturday 11th May  Park Wood Woodland Festival   

Contact Natalie at  natalie.davis466@hotmail.co.uk Website http://www.park-wood.org/                       

 

Sunday 12th  May  - South Downs Green Fair –  at the Sustainability Centre, 

Apply via the website http://www.southdownsgreenfair.org/. 

 

Sunday 9th  May – Meadows Madness and Wild Woods  at Itchen Valley Country Park.  

Expression of interest form sent out in March, or contact Toni Brannon. 

 

Saturday 6th July – Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group Hands On Day at Fernhurst Furnace 

 

Saturday 13th July – Wallington Country Show(near Fareham).  

Contact – 01329 238948 

 

Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th July – South Downs Woodfair.  

Contact Paul Bishop or visit his website which has the application form on it www.woodlandcrafts.co.uk 

make sure you say you are a member of HCCG to avoid payment for stall. 

 

August 9th -16th August  - Charfest and Coppice Week  

Coppice Week this year will run along side Char-Fest down at Alan & Jo's (Westdean Woods, West Dean, 

Chichester, o/s map 197 grid ref 859/158).  

The courses outlined so far are: 

Traditional Charcoal Burning ~ Retort Charcoal Burning ~ Sweet Chestnut Gate Hurdles ~ 

Trugs ~ Oak Swill Baskets ~ Willow Baskets ~ Garden Structures ~ Cleaving Sweet Chestnut 

~ Hazel Hurdles ~ Fan Birds ~ Innovative Balancing Creatures ~ Build a Pole Lathe ~ 

Shepherds Crooks ~ Hazel Chairs ~ Besom Brooms ~ Tent Pegs ~ Hay Rakes ~ Spoon Carving 

~ Shave Horses ~ Children's Toys 

If you are interested in attending any of these courses then please book your place by 

contacting Dave Rossney directly esusforestry@btinternet.com 

 

Saturday 24th August – Stock Gaylard Oak Fair  

Contact  - e-mail: office@stockgaylard.com Website www.stockgaylard.com 

 

Saturday 7th September – Zions Hill Woodfair   

Expression of interest form sent in March of contact Toni Brannon. 

http://www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/index.php/upcoming-events/2013-spring-conference
mailto:info@meonsprings.com
http://www.meonsprings.com/country-day/
http://ncfed.org.uk/
mailto:natalie.davis466@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.park-wood.org/
http://www.southdownsgreenfair.org/
http://www.woodlandcrafts.co.uk
mailto:esusforestry@btinternet.com
mailto:office@stockgaylard.com
http://www.stockgaylard.com/
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LET THE SUNSHINE IN 
 

I am on the steering committees of two projects and thought you might be interested in hearing a little about both. I 
will tell you more about the National Coppice Apprenticeship Scheme in the next edition of the Teller but first…… 
 
 “Let the Sunshine in” 
 
This is led by Richard Thomason of the Small Woods Association and funded by the Esmee Fairburn Foundation who 
also funded me when I was working with Richard. Esmee Fairburn worked with the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service 
during the Second World War and she was also involved with the early Citizens Advice Bureaux. Esmee was killed in 
an air raid in London in 1944. The Foundation was set up in her memory by her husband. 

 
“Let the Sunshine in” has three main areas of work. 
1. To raise awareness within the public and woodland sector of the de-
cline of woodland flora and promote and support coppice management 
as a method to help prevent further loss. 
2. To support the Deer Initiative to promote sustainable deer manage-
ment especially within coppiced woodlands. 
3. To improve the national coppice products website to improve access 
to coppice products, build capacity and broaden the website remit. 
 
So far the website is being worked on by a company to make it easier 
for the public to find coppice workers. It will look more professional, 
fresher and feature a blog, information pages and online shop. This 
should help the website rank more highly in web searches. Listed work-
ers will eventually be contacted to update existing records. 
 
The formation of a National Coppice Federation has been supported as 
this had previously been delayed due to circumstances. Coppice groups 
have been contacted, meetings held and the inaugural AGM meeting 
and coppice worker gathering will be held on April 26

th
/27

th
 in Worces-

tershire with the Malvern Hills Coppice Association as hosts. 
 
An informative sign has been produced for workers to site where they 
cut. This aims to educate the reader to the benefits and links between 
coppice management, buying coppice products and the increase in 

woodland species. It is illustrated and not too heavy on text and I hope to obtain some copies very soon. 
 
Woodland sites of good practice will be established using agreed criteria and 
acknowledgement of the coppice sector. The sites will provide an opportunity 
for visitors to learn about the process. Local coppice groups have been asked to 
nominate potential sites. 
 
Richard has compiled a display of coppice products and has produced some 
postcards to publicise the project. He attends large garden shows with this and 
encourages local coppice workers to attend the event and display their prod-
ucts. 
 
The Deer Initiative is working on a contract that woodland owners can use. A 
design brief for a micro website has been given to a number of companies. This 
website could make it easier for people to obtain fresh venison and educate 
people to the benefits of deer management. Nottingham University are working 
on a deer research project and they have been contacted. 
 

Toni Brannon 
 


