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Disclaimer:  Please note that the views expressed within this newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors & not necessarily those of the group as a whole. Whilst we take every care to provide the 

most up to date information we can not accept any liability for any of the information included within.

Chairman’s Report

Dear all,
With the Spring being delayed for an interminable time, we have moved into something approximating 
Summer with indecent haste. It seems like years ago that we last met up but rest assured, things have 
been happening in the meantime.

The Surrey County Show was good in many respects, they had record numbers and the sun shone, which 
is almost unheard of! They paid the group (without us even invoicing them) and we won ‘Second in Show’ 
which was nice. It was somewhat tempered by realising that Merrist Wood won First, but I say good on 
‘em!  Footfall was down due to other exhibitors and vehicles been in the wrong places but we have already 
got plans in place to be right next to an entrance for next year, so bring it on.

The idea that we should have some more group discounts as benefits for members has grown like topsy in 
the last few weeks and with Will’s help we now have or very soon will have varying new trade discounts for 
members from AVS Fencing, McVeigh Parker Fencing, Charterhouse Richmond, Lister Wilder, Scats 
Countryside Stores & we are working on Tilley International & Selway Packaging. Details will follow in due 
course & be posted on the Website.

The website has been taken on by Roger Day and is now a very different animal! If you haven’t looked 
lately, take a few minutes to go & check. 

In terms of other group stuff, we have ordered x50 A3 notice-boards made from 5mm high density PVC (it 
would have been nice to use wood, but prohibitively expensive) bearing the Group Logo, Slogan, and Web 
address for use at shows. These will be part paid for by Surrey Hills AONB and available to members at a 
ridiculously below cost price. One activity at HOD should be making stands for these boards which can 
also take group leaflets and member’s business cards. Looks like a plan coming together to me.....

I’m personally  looking forward to HOD (6th July at Fernhurst Furnace) the forecast is looking good; this 
year we should need shade from the sun not shelter from the storm, but the list of people coming and 
activities is looking good. In one respect we are looking at changing the duties on the committee slightly 
with ‘Shows’ becoming ‘Events’ which leads me on to Coppice Week (August 10th onwards West Dean 
Estate, Alan’s Charcoal site).

Dave Rossney continues to support the group to a phenomenal extent, possibly in the vain hope of being 
given an honorary life membership, but has struggled to gain the high level of funding we have had in past 
years. The Committee have decided that this year we should help out financially and cover the cost of 
Loos etc to make sure the event goes ahead and everyone has a good time and not have permanently-
crossed legs or a queue for the spade! We have known for many years that grant money would dry up 
sooner or later so it is time to put these events on a sustainable basis.
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It also looks like we are going to take a more active role in making Coppice Week happen next year and in 
the future, so we will have to discuss this and many other things at the AGM (11th July, Buchan Country 
Park, 7.30 onwards). Among these is the question of who actually does what on the committee? We have 
started looking at this because, frankly all of us want to make sure that if we are hit by the metaphorical 
(or even literal) bus, the group carries on regardless and goes from strength to strength. 

Yes we will have a BBQ, yes we will have some fun, but we also need to consider how best to keep moving 
forward and which ideas we can share with our friends in other groups and areas. So resting on laurels will 
not be on the agenda. Anything that should be on the agenda should be sent to Ian White at least a week 
in advance.

 It’s your group and the reason it has grown and become more successful is that you have spoken up and 
brought fresh ideas and different views into the mix. Long may it continue!
Cheers,
John S.

Coppice Week & Char-Fest
10th till 16th August

Coppice Week this year will run along side Char-Fest down at Alan & Jo's (Westdean Woods, West 
Dean, Chichester, o/s map 197 grid ref 859/158). The courses confirmed so far are:

Traditional Charcoal Burning & Retort Charcoal Burning ~ Alan Waters
Oak Swill Baskets ~ Owen Jones

Willow Baskets & Trugs ~ Alan Sage
Garden Structures ~ John Waller
Hazel Hurdles ~ Neil McLaughan

Dragon Flies & Fan Birds ~ Sean Hellman
Bentwood Hazel Chairs ~ Richie Hobbs

Besom Brooms, Tent Pegs & Hay Rakes ~ Terry Heard
Spoon Carving ~ Peter Maton

Sweet Chestnut Gate Hurdles ~ Tim
Cleaving Sweet Chestnut ~ Justin

Bark Weaving ~ Mark Lloyd

If you are interested in attending any of these courses then please book your place by contacting 
either Dave Rossney esusforestry@btinternet.com or the tutors directly. Unfortunately no funding is 

available this year for any of the course fee's. Overnight camping is available at no extra charge.

Our thanks to David Rossney for his continued support of the group & coppice industry. Hope to 
see you all there.

mailto:esusforestry@btinternet.com


Web Site Update

If you haven't done so recently, take a look at our web site. Roger has recently added to the great work 
that Gemma & Kat has done on updating & over hauling the site. There are now lots of pieces on shows, 
events, information & other resources. If you have any suggestions for the site please contact Roger Day 
(rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk). If you haven't done so already you can also advertise your business 

for free on the site.

www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com

Hands On Day
Fernhurst Furnace, Vann Road, West Sussex.

6th July

We hope to see you all again at the Hands On Day this year, your welcome to bring friends & family along 
to join in & have a go at stuff you might not usually do, or simply to socialise, eat, drink & pick up a bargain 

at the auction.

We're hoping to have splitting chestnut paling’s, thatching spars, gypsy pegs, tent pegs, rope splicing, tool 
sharpening, re-handling, a tilley lamp clinic (bring your lamp and a set of spares seals etc), stake-tying 
competitions, fire lighting, withie winding, pyrography, scythe clinic, shrink pots, carving & printing, 

whistles, deer skittles, pole-lathes, steam-bending, spoon-carving, etc, etc, etc & a dry day this time....

There'll also be a BBQ Lunch provided by the SSCG.

The Tools Auction – lots entered in advance, first come first listed, number of lots at discretion of the 
auctioneers (or we could be at it all day).

 Serious food provided by Dave Rossney & Esus Forestry at £5.00 a head in the evening (+ veggie option) & 
Wallace Puddings too.

Free camping overnight for those that want to stay to eat, drink & make merry with or without 
professional networking!

Anyone and everyone should feel free to volunteer, just contact John Sinclair. Could you also let John 
know if your coming so we have an accurate idea for catering numbers before June 30th.

See you there.

Group Signs & Product Cards

We are hoping to have new group display signs & product price tags available at either the Hands On Day 
or the members meeting. These will be available at cost price to members.

New Discounts for Members

The group now has a cash account with AVS Fencing which also allows you to gain significant discounts on 
a wide range of their products (Wire Fencing, Decking, Sleepers, Gates, Aggregate, etc). They have 9 

branches in Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire & Essex. You will need your current membership card to obtain the 
discount, their web address is below. We hope to be adding some more member discounts from various 

other companies soon as well.
http://www.avsfencing.co.uk/
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Hobbledown Mystery Adventure Farm Park Show
What an amazing place ! Hobbledown was a gorgeous venue with all its wooden barns and play 

equipment. My two children really enjoyed it.
We all set up in the middle green space and the sun shone for us near the riper and party rooms.

The SSCG looked great and people were really interested in what we did even though they weren't 
expecting to see us there. I think that with more promotion and advertising next time people would bring 

more cash with them, purchase more and partake in a workshop or two. The shop offers some possibilities 
for selling products from too!

Ruth Wheeler.

Forthcoming Group Shows, Events & Meetings:
There will be no speaker at the next members meeting as it is our AGM, the committee will  

be standing down & a new committee elected.
Date: Time: Event: Venue:
6th July 11.00am onwards Hands On Day @ Fernhurst Furnace, Vann 

Road, West Sussex.

11th July 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting, AGM @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, 
W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

10th to 16th August 9.00am onwards CharFest & Coppice 
Week

@ Westdean Woods, West 
Dean, Sussex.

20th to 22nd September 9.00am till 5.00pm Weald Woodfair @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

4th to 6th October 9.00am till 5.00pm Surrey Woodfair @ Birtley House, Bramley, 
Guildford, Surrey. GU5 0LB

14th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting, 
speaker to be confirmed

@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, 
W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact John Sinclair 01483 283608



State Of Nature

A new report has been compiled which shows the decline of species across the UK. The 
report draws from surveys carried out by a myriad of conservation bodies, government 
departments, charities & voluntary groups over the last 50 years or so. A link to the full 

report & a brief summary is below.

http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/science/stateofnature/index.aspx

New Payments For Eco-System Services

A new action plan from DEFRA has been set up to make payments for higher contributions 
towards environmental standards or contributions. This includes contributions from 

woodlands (as well as other habitats) in the form of carbon sequestering, water 
management, biodiversity enhancement & public benefits. The plan is for these payments 
to run along side any existing funding, rather than replacing it. It will also work closely with 

the 'Grown In Britain' campaign. Links to both are below:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/payments-for-ecosystem-services-pes-
action-plan

http://www.growninbritain.org/index.jsp

High Weald AONB Management Plan;
5 Year Review

The High Weald local authorities are currently reviewing their management plan 
for the area & are looking for feedback. You can review the documents here:

http://www.highweald.org/management-plan/management-plan-review-2012-
2013.html

Whilst this may not effect many of you, there are a couple of members who cut 
within the region. The new plan is due to be published in April 2014 after the 

consultation process has been finalised.

Your Committee:
The current committee will be standing down at the AGM & a new committee elected  
by the membership.
John Sinclair
Ian White
Will Wallace
Gemma Root
Catherine Armstrong
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Richie Hobbs
Ian Baldwin

Chairman & Events
Secretary & Treasurer
Merchandising & Discounts
Speakers
Website Assistant
Newsletter Editor
Innovations & Website
Courses
National Representative

jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk
ian@greenboot.co.uk
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
gemma.root@googlemail.com
itsinmaterial@gmail.com
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
richard@circusbox.co.uk
weyvalleywoodman@gmail.com

01483283608
01256397919
07899894294
07732711173

01233820461
07743047209 
07731914989
07867428988
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Woods Needing Woodsman:
Bolney, West Sussex.

Newly restored Hazel coppice available either as a one off cut or continuous ongoing 
management.

Contact: Rob Seward to arrange a viewing.
Tel: 07703346390

Email: rob.seward@btinternet.com

Sandhill Woods, Walton On The Hill, Surrey.
28.5 Acres of Mixed Coppice (mostly overstood) available either as a one off cut or 

regular management. Woodland could also be available to run courses in.
Contact: Roger Collis

Tel: 01737813348
Email: jan@janetcollis.com

Petworth area.
Hazel coppice, some in rotation, some overstood, available for cutting. Please contact head 

forester Neil Humphris.
Tel: 01798342502 or 07768618565

Email: neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk

Woodsman Needing Woods:
Sparrow Hatch Forestry require standing coppice to cut anywhere in the south east area, on short 

or long term agreement. Any species required but would prefer Sweet Chestnut, Ash or 
Hornbeam either in rotation or over stood. Fully qualified & insured with 5+ years experience.

Contact: David Abbott
Tel: 07896036437 

Email: david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk 

Keepers Coppicing.
I'm looking for Chestnut &/or Hazel Standing Coppice in East Sussex or surrounding areas.

Either as on going management or restoration project.
Contact: Richard Hare

Tel: 01825 818580
Mob: 07789 266339

Email: richard@keeperscoppicing.co.uk
Web: www.keeperscoppicing.co.uk

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage 
(info@ajscrafts.co.uk) or download the form off of our web site:

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

Editors Comments:
Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this newsletter, the deadline for next newsletter is 24 th 

October. Articles can be sent via post or email, please note a change of my postal address.

Alan Sage
Godinton House, Godinton Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 3BP

info@ajscrafts.co.uk
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