
Sussex & Surrey Coppice 
Group

Newsletter - October 2012
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com

Char-Fest In The Woods Report
11th to 15th August  2012

The production of charcoal dates back at least 5500 years ago and the process allows for hotter burning 
materials than wood alone.  This was important for working and smelting metals such as bronze, iron, 
copper and silver and was also used for producing glass.  More commonly, it was important for domestic 
heating and cooking.  To produce charcoal, you need to slowly cook the wood, removing all the volatiles, 
water, etc., until you are left with pure, unburned carbon, a process which requires constant attention, care 
and control.  Whilst the methods for producing charcoal have changed over the years, the demand is still 
there for high quality charcoal.

The three to five day Charfest course was held in August at Westdean, Chichester to coincide with St 
Alexander’s Day, the patron saint of charcoal burning.  St Alexander, himself a charcoal burner, hailed from 
Comana in ancient Greece and was considered self composed, modest, a gifted philosopher, young, 
handsome, charitable, wise and eloquent – like all of our modern day charcoal burners...

Our Charfest hosts Alan and Joe Waters (Wildwood Charcoal and Coppice Products, Westdean) were very 
friendly and welcoming to old friends and newcomers alike.  An open fire was always sparked with a hot 
kettle ready for washing down a little wood smoke.  Communal open fire cooking and woody conversation 
helped bond the students and fuel us for our woodland adventure together.

The first charcoal burn was a 2 day earth burn, which was taught by 
Mark Cox and Pete Jameson.  Both experienced and confident 
charcoal burners, they quickly showed their expertise and 
encouraged everyone to muck in.  This is considered one of the 
earliest types of charcoal burn, although the details change with 
localities.  Instead of a container being required to cook the wood, a 
carefully constructed wood pile is covered with dampened straw and 
earth in order to control the heat of the burn and therefore the 
quality of the charcoal.  This was an extremely enjoyable event and a 
pleasure to be part of, part in thanks due to the stories and historical 
commentaries provided by our trainers.  Whilst time consuming, good quality charcoal can be produced, 
however, this requires highly skilled operatives.   I found this process extremely satisfying and enjoyable 
and although not really considered the most viable way to make charcoal for a living, this ancient practice 
was mesmerising none the less.  What was certain though was that there was no hope of being clean for 
long over these eye-opening days...

More quick and efficient methods have been produced over the years and the next fires to be stoked (or 
not) was in a ring kiln.   Alex ‘Brownie’ Arthur, an experienced charcoal burner and trainer from Somerset 
showed us how to correctly build wood stacks inside the kiln and how to slow burn them.  This is a 
commonly used process for commercial charcoal making.  A man with an interesting turn of phrase, 
Brownie entertainingly took us through the process from stacking to sacking (loading the wood through to 
bagging up the charcoal).  It was in this arena that we learnt the significance of brown ends and if you want 
to know more, you will have to attend the next Charfest!

Mark Cox 'letting off steam'
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The next process to view was the retort burner.  This was demonstrated by our host Alan and allows the 
slow burn of the wood in an enclosed container that eventually uses all of the gases within the wood to 
circulate and self regulate internal heat.  Whilst this is a more expensive piece of kit than the ring kiln, it is 
mobile and often thought more efficient.  It has the additional bonus of being able to produce biochar, but 
that’s a course for another time.

As an added bonus, James Hookway brought along his own twist on the modern 
invention with a large square retort.  This was an interesting looking beast and 
although it had a number of technical issues it was a definite hit with the kids. 
James is working on a new prototype, a smaller round version.

This was one of the most enjoyable events I have experienced in a long time and 
something I would love to attend again.  Next year in August, the famed Coppice 
Week maybe combined with Alan and Jo’s Charfest, to coincide again with Saint 
Alexander’s day.   This is one not to be missed.

Lisa Sanderson

Forestry Commission Alerts:
Several pests & diseases to be aware of at present:

Phytophthora ramorum in Larch
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/WebNewsReleases/54E43E8BA6E51BB380257A700031A6D0

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/WCAS-4Z5JLL
Chalara fraxinea in Ash

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/AllByUNID/C10D1EC2B44D1DBD80257A7E004DD630
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/newsrele.nsf/AllByUNID/85414CC87C34610F80257AA1004C4FA2

Oak Processionary Moth
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/oakprocessionarymoth

Woodland Fungi and Truffle Sites

Melissa Waddingham (who came & gave us a talk on Woodland Fungi and Truffles) is looking for a 
variety of woodland sites for Mushroom Forays & Training. Mel is keen to have a variety of sites on 

different types of geology across the region, so if you own or have access to woodland on chalk 
downland, sandy acid heathland or deep squidgy clay please get in contact with her directly.

Mel's website is http://truffleandmushroomhunter.wordpress.com/ & contains 
details of her remaining forays for this autumn season if you are keen to gain 

some more knowledge on the subject. She also has a photo gallery of fungi and a 
code of conduct for picking, as well as information about truffle hound training 
if you'd like your dog to follow in the paw prints of Zebedee the Trufflabrador.

Contact: Melissa Waddingham
Email: truetrufflesandmushrooms@hotmail.co.uk

Mobile: 07896156664

A bright spark
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Woods Needing Woodsman:
Bolney, West Sussex.

Newly restored Hazel coppice available either as a one off cut or continuous ongoing management.
Contact: Rob Seward to arrange a viewing.

Tel: 07703346390
Email: rob.seward@btinternet.com

Brewers Wood nr Sissinghurst, Kent.
Approximately half an acre of standing chestnut available as a one off cut this winter.

Contact: Diana Darke
Email: dianadarke@hotmail.com

Sandhill Woods, Walton On The Hill, Surrey.
28.5 Acres of Mixed Coppice (mostly over stood) available either as a one off cut or regular 

management. Woodland could also be available to run courses in.
Contact: Roger Collis

Tel: 01737813348
Email: jan@janetcollis.com

Polesden Lacey, near Dorking, Surrey.
660 acres of woodland, that could support several Coppice workers.
The National Trust are looking to help & assist in any way they can.

Contact: Andy Goodwin to arrange a viewing.
Email: andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk

Petworth area.
Hazel coppice, some in rotation, some over stood, available for cutting. Please contact head forester Neil 

Humphris.
Tel: 01798342502 or 07768618565

Email: neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk

Chestnut Coppice near Holmbury St Mary.
The owner is looking to have felled a small number of chestnut stools (around x20) this winter. In return he 
is looking for some advice about managing the rest of the woodland. The stools are about 10 years+ since 

they were last cut.
Contact: Rob Simmons

Tel: 01162363973
Email: robsimmons2008@hotmail.co.uk

Woodsman Needing Woods:
Sparrow Hatch Forestry require standing coppice to cut anywhere in the south east area, on short or long 

term agreement. Any species required but would prefer Sweet Chestnut, Ash or Hornbeam either in 
rotation or over stood. Fully qualified & insured with 5+ years experience.

Contact: David Abbott
Tel: 07896 036 437 

Email: david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk

In rotation standing Hazel always required nr Ashford, Kent.
Contact: Alan Sage

Tel: 01233820461
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage (info@ajscrafts.co.uk) or 
download the form off of our web site:

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/
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National Coppice Federation Update
As you will be aware, John Sinclair has been Chairing the Steering Group Committee for the concept & formation of a  
National Coppice Group. Whilst at the same time representing our own groups interests & views. He has now  
officially stepped down from this position, so we no longer have a representative at these meetings. We do need  
someone to come forward & represent the group at any future meetings & report back to us. If you are interested  
then please contact John Sinclair directly. Below is also a letter from Richard Thomason which has been sent out to all  
the regional groups inviting anyone who wishes to attend the next meeting in November. This invite is open to all  
group members, you do not have to be on any committee to attend.

October 8th 2012 
                      Dear Coppice Group. 

Ref: Let the Sunshine in
Just a quick note to keep you updated on the Small Woods Associations National Coppice Restoration Project  ‘Let 
the Sunshine In’. The project is working on a number of issues which may be of interest to you and your members 
including:

Coppice Products web site – www.coppice-procucts.co.uk 
The web site is been redesigned to make it easier for customers to find local coppice workers and coppice products. 
The web site will have a more professional, fresher look and feature a new on line shop to help improve customer 
service and a blog  and information pages  which will help the web site rank more highly form web searches. 
All information on the existing site will be transferred over to the new one and I will contact coppice workers listed at 
the time of transfer to update their records. It is anticipated the new site will be ready in November. 

Coppice woodlands of good practice 
Please find attached the suggested criteria for sites of good practice. The idea is to acknowledge coppice woodlands 
which have achieved a high standard and are recognised and agreed by the coppice sector as sites of good practice 
within a particular area.  The sites will provide an opportunity for people wishing to learn about coppicing to visit a 
site near to them. It is anticipated that visitors would be expected to make a contribution towards the management 
of the site when they visit.  The judging of sites against the criteria will be undertaken initially by the project steering 
group and coppice workers within the local area and then by coppice workers who have achieved a site of good 
practice. 
Initially we are hoping to find and agree a site of good practice in each region before moving to find a site in each 
county. 
We would be grateful if you could nominate as a group the name and contact details of a site you would consider 
meets the criteria to become a site of good practice in your area. 

National Coppice Federation 
Please find attached minutes of the last meeting of the National Coppice Federation held on the 6th May 2011. 
Unfortunately as you may be aware John Sinclair is unable to continue as the steering groups chair. We will be 
holding a meeting on Saturday  November 17th at The Sustainability Centre, Droxford Road, East Meon, Petersfield, 
Hampshire  GU32 1HR. 
The purpose of the meeting will be to elect a new chair, finalise the groups aims and objectives, agree the groups 
constitution and set a date for the launch and inaugural meeting.  Please let me know the person who will be 
representing your group and I will send them full details. Please let me have any nominations for the steering group 
chair. 
Let me know if you or a representative are able to attend the meeting. I will keep you updated as we progress the 
project further. 

Regards,
Richard Thomason 
Project Officer



Coppice Week 2013
Dave Rossney is currently looking at several possible sites to hold Coppice Week during 2013. He would 

also like to know what training the group would like to see offered, it is important that this event continues 
to offer quality, affordable & relevant training for coppice workers. So please do let him know if you would 

like to see a specific course offered.

Contact: Dave Rossney
Email: esusforestry@btinternet.com

Show Invoices
In order to speed up & make our Invoicing system more efficient, can you please ensure that any 

show expenses Invoices are sent or emailed to Ian White within 30 days of the event date. Invoices 
after that date may not be accepted. As always please make them out to the Sussex & Surrey 

Coppice Group. Thanks.

Ian White, 2 Chapel Close, Dummer, Hampshire, RG25 2AB. Email: ian@greenboot.co.uk

Forthcoming Group Shows, Events & Meetings:
The speaker at the next members meeting will be Matt Pitt from the High Weald AONB  

who'll be talking about Woodland Archaeology
Dates: Times: Event: Venue:
15th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting, 

speaker Matt Pitt on 
Woodland Archaeology

@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, 
W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

TBC 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting,
speaker Lisa Sanderson 
on Tree Pests & Diseases

@ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, 
W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

6th July 11.00am onwards Hands On Day @ Fernhurst Furnace, Vann 
Road, West Sussex.

9th to 11th August 9.00am onwards CharFest @ Westdean Woods, West 
Dean, Sussex.

20th to 22nd September 9.00am till 5.00pm Weald Woodfair @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

4th to 6th October 9.00am till 5.00pm Surrey Woodfair @ Birtley House, Bramley, 
Guildford, Surrey. GU5 0LB

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact Mick Stanton Tel: 01483 810062

Editors Comments:

Thanks to everyone for their contributions to this issue. Remember that this is your newsletter, do 
let me know if you feel it can be improved. Thanks.

Alan Sage, 1 Whiston Ave, Bethersden, Kent, TN26 3LA
info@ajscrafts.co.uk

mailto:ian@greenboot.co.uk
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Your Committee:
Please do feel free to contact your committee regarding any matter(s) or if you have any comments 
or suggestions for the group to continue to move forward.

John Sinclair
Ian White
Mick Stanton
Will Wallace
Gemma Root
Catherine Armstrong
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Lucy Proctor
Richie Hobbs

Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Shows
Merchandising & Discounts
Speakers
Website
Newsletter Editor
Innovation & Development
Course Co-Ordinator
Course Development

jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk
ian@greenboot.co.uk
fraughtwrought@btinternet.com
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
gemma.root@googlemail.com
itsinmaterial@gmail.com
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
lucymarie267@googlemail.com
richard@circusbox.co.uk

01483283608
01256397919
01483810062
07899894294
07732711173

01233820461
07743047209 

07731914989

LOG XTRACTOR DISCOUNTS
Members are now entitled to a discount on this product from 
Chris or Steve on an individual order basis. A review of its 
performance will be in the next newsletter. The basic version 
currently sells for £495 + VAT.

Contact:
Steve Wright Tel: 07801 386264

or Chris Adams Tel: 07515 994986
chrisadams6@gmail.com

Members Free Ads:
To place a free ad, simply email me your text & photo: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Woodland Wanted:
I am looking to buy 5 - 10 acres coppice or mixed 
woodland for woodland crafts training, Surrey area 
or within 10 miles Hindhead. Will be available for 
any Coppice Group members wanting to run 
courses. Must have access navigable by standard 
4x4. Any offers / questions, please contact me.
Contact: Leo Bjorkegren
Email:  LBjorkegren@gmail.com
Tel: 01428604018 evenings

Cordwood For Sale:
I have around 50 to 60 ton of cordwood available in 
either several small lots or as one job lot. Good mix 
of hardwoods (oak, ash, hazel, birch, hornbeam, etc) 
all cut last winter or the winter before. Stacks are 
situated in woodland, so partially seasoned.
Collection only.
Contact: Alan Sage, Kent.
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk
Tel: 01233820461

View Members Business Ads Online:
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/products-services/
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