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Putting Life into your Landscape” Winter  2012 

Chairman’s Letter  

 

A New Year; a New Chairman 

 
Firstly, thank you to all those who turned up at the AGM and voted for me. I will try and do you proud, but remember it is as 

much your Coppice Group as it is mine, and the Group can only be as active as its members make it.  

 

Secondly, a thank you to Christine who chaired and steered the Group for the last 3 years. I do have some ideas I would like to 

try, but do not plan any radical changes because equally as a little bit of change can be considered good, as the saying goes, if it 

ain’t broke, don’t fix it, and whilst I fully admit not everything in the Group is perfect, and the feeling on the Committee is we 

achieve about a quarter of what we would like, bear in mind the Committee work is carried out in what can jokingly be called 

spare time.  

 

I am a believer in group work, and that what can be achieved by a group exceeds the sum of individual effort, and I think we 

should remind ourselves that 10 or so years ago we started with a handful of members and we are now up to over 80, that coppice 

was considered as a quaint historical  re-enactment, now looked on as green, sustainable and even part of the fuel/energy market.  

 

For those of you who do not know me; 

I started my working life as a carpenter and joiner and have had a life long interest in wood in the round and was given  an axe at 

age 5 (they were considered tools not weapons in the 1960s) and have been chopping wood ever since, but came into coppice 

work in the early 1990s with hay rakes and pole lathe products. I started in charcoal in 1996 as a Saturday job on a kiln site in 

Hampshire so although I live in Dorset I have a foot in both camps as well as occasionally working with other charcoal burners 

along the south coast and even the Forest of Dean. 

 

I am pleased to have taken up the trade when it has still been possible to rub shoulders with craftsmen who worked in the industry 

when it was still in the tailings of its heyday in the 1960s. 

 

Picking up on the ’It is as much your Coppice Group as mine’, I draw your attention to the February meeting details on page 5 . 

 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Peter Jameson 

Subscriptions 
 

Subscriptions for 2013 became due in October. If you have not paid by the beginning of January, this will be the 

last copy of the Teller you will get, and your name will be removed from both the membership list and the Mem-

bers Products and Services page of the Web site until you pay. 

 

The subscription remains at £10 this year, which is very good value even for the Teller, without the other poten-

tial benefits of membership. 

 

Please make sure that Toni Brannon receives your membership renewal as soon as possible, so she doesn’t have 

to send out too many reminders, and so you don’t lose out on membership benefits.  
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Weald and Downland Museum Countryside Weekend 
 

A number of HCCG members went to the Weald and Downland Museum 

Countryside Weekend in October.  

 

The weather forecast had been dire, but luckily, apart from some nasty 

thundery showers on Saturday, it stayed fine, and mainly sunny for the 

whole time. One plus of the showers were some amazing rainbows; a 

double one in the sky, and another at ground level coming down into our 

part of the field. It was rather cold in the mornings, and we suffered from 

condensation as we put everything up on Saturday, and water dripping 

from the inside of the tent on Sunday as we opened up. I think those that 

spent the night on site also found it a bit nippy. Mark Allery found frost 

on his display table in the morning. 

 

Mark had organised our part of the show, and there were a good range of 

wood and coppice crafts being demonstrated. The APT was much in evi-

dence demonstrating bowl and spindle turning using pole lathes, spoon making and assorted other bits. There was a chair maker, 

chestnut shingles and laths,  a broomsquire from deepest Dorset, hurdles, tent pegs, willow work and numerous other wood prod-

ucts. A very good show, and thanks to Mark for organising it all.  

 

The competitions this year included besom making; posted as; The first National Besom Broom Making Competition. Six people 

took part and the results ranged from professional to rustic.  

Our thanks to  The Weald and Downland Museum for the prize money. 

 

The results were; 

 

Besoms 

 
Terry Heard          1st, Winner 

Chris Letchford      2nd place 

Alan Waters      3rd place (and fastest by far) 

John Westcott    3rd/4th Equal 

Peter Jameson    3rd/4th Equal 

Mark Allery    3rd/4th Equal 

 

Confused? Well we decided to only award first and second places, but in the event the Judges 

decided that Alan’s broom was a more than equal 3rd as well as being the fastest. [Copied from 

Woodland Antics by kind permission of Mark Allery Editor] 

 

Hurdles 

 

1st Jacko Leaver  Billingshurst, Sussex  45 pts 

2nd Mark Howard  Crondle, Hampshire  44 pts 

3rd Ivan Parsons  Stockbridge, Hampshire 40 pts 

4th Rod Miller      38 pts. 

 

Judges were; Mr. Cleele, Terry Heard, Peter Jameson 

The Weald and Downland Museum put up the prize money.  

 

Spars 

 

1st Ivor Parsons  101 

2nd Kevin Jones  72 

3rd Rod Miller  66 

 

Thanks to The Association of Master Thatchers who put up the prize money. 

 

It would have been nice to have some more competitors for the competitions, so hope more will take part next year. 

 

Overall an enjoyable weekend. Mark had arranged us to avoid the worst of the huge puddles, and as we were at the bottom of the 

site, we didn’t have the problem of being directed round the long way so that we came down the hill, rather than trying to go  up 

for packing up as the rest of the stalls did. They do a good line in mud at Singleton!  

 

Pictures by kind permission of Mark Allery 

http://woodlandantics.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/p1010678.jpg
http://woodlandantics.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/p1010616.jpg
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Update on Dorset Steam Fair-Competition Results 

 
The results for the spar and hurdle making competitions were; 

 

Spar making 

 

Judge Simon Watson. 

 

Chris Nixon  104 First prize; £200 

Nick Farwell  61 

James Rason  44 

Simon Dench  66 Third prize; £100 

Ern Steel  77 Second prize; £150 

Peter Jameson 30  

Ed Taylor  51 

Mike Farwell  39 The youngest at 19 years old, son of Nick Farwell 

Peter Lane  30 

Mark Coterell  33 Thatcher 

Rod Miller  59 

 

Hurdle Making 

 

There were 9 entrants. The requirement was for a 4’ hurdle and the time limit was 1 1/2 hours. 

 

Jackson (Jacko) Lever Billingshurst   1hr. 5 mins 1st  £250 

Ern Steel   Cranbourne Chase  50 mins 2nd  £200 Oldest competitor 

Steve Brown   Wool Dorset   1hr. 30 mins 3rd £100 

Simon Watson   Wilton    1hr 8 mins  

Peter Thorne   Fordingbridge  1hr 30 mins 

Peter Lane   Alderholt   1hr 14 mins 

Mark Cotrell   East Dorset   1hr 15 mins 

Peter Moors   Sturminster Marshall  1hr 11mins 

Rod Miller   Lulworth   1hr 12 mins 

 

All marked each others using marking sheet.    

 

    

Chelara Ash Die Back 
 

As this is an important and worrying topic for all of us, I thought that I ought to put an article in 

the Teller. However, will you please note that HCCG are only giving the advice that anyone con-

cerned should consult the Forestry Commission website for the latest information. 

 

From the latest published data (7.12.12 at time of writing), it seems that there is quite a lot of 

activity to minimise the effects. I know that there have been some official surveys carried out 

within our area, all be it that the surveyors have been recently trained seasonal bee inspectors, at 

least someone official is out there looking, and someone used to looking for disease. Attempts 

will be made in the UK to slow the rate of progress of the disease, which the FC claims has not 

been done in any other European country. There are also studies going on to find the genetic 

variation which gives some trees good resistance, and in fact these trees, from Danish research, 

seem to actually damage the spores rather than just slowing the disease. From this it is hoped that 

development of  long term resistant strains may be possible, as the mechanism will not allow 

genetic variation of the disease to bypass the resistance.   

 

There are downloadable signs for both general biosecurity and Chelara in particular available 

from the FC website as well.  

 

We have some very old ash stools in our wood, possibly more than 1000 years old, so we are 

hoping that they are either resistant, or that something will be done to prevent the spread to this 

part of the country. Not only would it be economically difficult for us to lose a potential source of firewood, but it would be an 

ecological, cultural and historic disaster for our wood. I am sure many of you are in a similar position. 

 

Chris Westcott 
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Working with Schools to Develop Coppice Training 

 

Paul Brockman is a full time woodland manager for Hoburne Bashley, who is managing 20 acres of ne-

glected mixed deciduous woodland, including overstood hazel and willow coppice which has been unman-

aged for about 60 years. 

 

He has been working with Arnewood Secondary School, Sparsholt College and the Sustainability Centre to 

develop a basic Introduction to Woodland Management Course aimed at Level 1 students. 

 

Students that have trouble with formal education and have shown 

promise over a 6 week course with a  mixture of bush craft and 

coppice management are put forward for the Level 1 course. The 

objective is to motivate and inspire young people and to teach 

them traditional methods of woodland management other than 

modern forestry, and to prepare them for and support their  

transition into Sparsholt College. If this is successful, the course 

will have a direct influence in supporting local schools education 

packages and prepare young people for a career in Social Forestry. 

 

Sparsholt College are pleased that the course has been developed 

to meet their entry requirements and that the students show  

commitment, have experience of what is expected of them, and show evidence of learning and portfolio 

building. 

 

The Sustainability Centre is acting as the hub to provide  

verification of the students learning and delivery for  

accreditation via the Open College Network. 

 

Paul will have a student that was selected by him and Dave 

Dibden, that showed great potential from the 6 week course. 

The student will be with Paul at Bashley Woods for the next 2 

years every Wednesday afternoon 1.30pm to 4pm through 

years 10 and 11. The school were able to come up with the  

finance to cover the cost of the course.  All funding received is 

re-invested back into the woodlands 

 

This is a first of its kind in the area that has a direct influence on education of young people that supports 

their transition into further education. This is a pilot project partnership between Woodlander Hoburne 

Bashley and Arnewood school that will hopefully pave the wave for the school to have this course  

implemented as part of their curriculum. 

 

The Curriculum for this Course is available from Paul via the Editor.  

 

From notes provided by Paul Brockman. Pictures by Paul Brockman 

 

Would all members note that in certain circumstances when working with young people and vulnerable 

adults it will be necessary  or advisable to have a CRB check. While the government is currently revising 

the rules, our current advice is to follow that given by the Heritage Craft Association: 

If you are working with young people etc. with a teacher present at all times, you will not need a CRB 

check. 

If there are times when a teacher/carer/supervisor is not present,  such as a craft club at a school, you may be 

asked to and are advised to have a CRB check. 

If young people etc. visit your site for courses or visits without supervision, you may be asked to, and are 

advised to have a CRB check.   

 

Editor 
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Forthcoming Shows & Events 
 

12th February    HCCG Members meeting Micheldever Station Village  

     Hall 7  for 7.30 p.m. 
23rd March    Heritage Crafts Association Spring Conference 

11th May    Park Wood Woodland Festival 

12th May    Green Fair at the Sustainability Centre 

6th July    SSCG Hands On day 

13th July    Wallington Show 

13th/14th    South Downs Woodfair 

9th/10th/11th August   Charfest 

24th     Stoke Gaylard 

20th/21st/22nd September Weald Woodfair 

4th/5th/6th    Surrey Woodfair 

 

An Evening of Twitter and Splitter 

 

The first HCCG members networking meeting of the New Year is 

Tuesday 12th February at 7.30 p.m. at Micheldever Station Village 

Hall. 

 

The first half of the evening will be a meeting in the round. Your new 

Committee have ideas and issues that they would like to take forward 

but it is as much your Coppice Group as it is mine, so come along and express your hopes and issues for the 

coppice world 2013. 

 

The second half of the evening will be a thatching spar making workshop and tutorial and kick off of the 

Hampshire survey of what is an ideal standard thatching spar.   

 

If you have access to hazel, please bring along 20 or so gads, a painters dust sheet to catch the woodchips, a 

piece of board to protect the parquet floor, a spar hook, and if not an experienced maker, a pair of gloves.  

 

For others there will be a spare spar hook or two and a have a go at own risk element. Please bring a glove 

for your non-hook holding hand, preferably a chainsaw glove if you are right handed.  

 

Management Committee 

 
Peter Jameson,   Member   01202 603202  (Chairman) 

Toni Brannon,   Assoc   02392 580988  (Secretary and Membership) 

Steve Reed ,   Assoc      (Treasurer) 

Christine Westcott,  Member   02392 596720 (The Teller co-editor and Minutes Secretary) 

Peter Lane,    Member   01425 654413 

John Westcott,   Member   02392 596720 

Matt Melton,   Member  07843 740431 
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AGM 24th October 

 

We had our usual turn out of just over 20 members this year which I am glad to say is more than last year. 

Nice to see all of you that turned up. 

 

As I had served my full 3 years as Chairman, I retired, and Peter Jameson was voted in as the new Chair-

man. Steve Reed agreed to remain as Treasurer, and Toni Brannon as Secretary. However, as she finds the 

minutes of meetings the most irksome part of her duties, I offered to share the post, and will remain on the 

Committee as Minutes Secretary. The other members of the Committee remain unchanged, although Phil 

Allen has had to resign owing to pressure of work. Our thanks to him for standing last year. 

 

This year we had a free raffle for those attending. The new Chairman wishes me to point out that times are 

so hard that it was a draw to attend, and that he has heard stories of the bottles being opened in woods the 

following evening.  

 

After the business part of the evening, we had a social get together over tea, coffee and biscuits, which 

seemed to be enjoyed by all.  

 

Chris Westcott 

Network and Natter-Western Chapter 

 

The Western Chapter will hold a meet at the public house called the Goods Yard, Station Ap-

proach Road, Broadstone (formerly known as the Station Hotel for those who can remember 

when the railway was there), at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 29th January 2013. 

 

Peter will be sitting at a table wearing a buttonhole of a hazel flower, for members who do not 

recognise him. During the evening we will discuss sharing transport for us economic migrants 

from the west to travel to central Hampshire on the 12th February. 

 

It is appreciated this venue is outside Hampshire, but is within walking distance for 3 mem-

bers, 23/4 miles for 2 more members and 16 miles for 2 more.  

 

If you are travelling from afar and would like directions, please ring Peter Jameson on 077294 

37553 or Paul Vodden on 07891 053256. 

 

Peter Jameson 

 


