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Chairman’s Report:
With a little help from our friends

Autumn is with us and as the evenings draw in and the nights get colder the weather is beginning to 
match the national state of austerity that envelopes all aspects of the country.

It is fairly easy to see the impact of the current austerity measures with virtually all public bodies cutting 
back. Even in the Stock-broker belt of Surrey the local Councils are suffering two ways; firstly their actual 
budgets are shrinking and the first things to go are the non-essential nice-to-do things, and secondly 
many people are almost paralysed by fear for their own positions meaning they do very little and very 
slowly rather than risking making a mistake. Several long term projects here are falling by the wayside.

Many people have commented down the years that the Coppice world is not an easy ride; a mild Winter 
or a wet Summer can create cash-flow problems which, for those of us living on the edge, can be tricky. 
So, again in keeping with the national call to 'work together' we need to be creative and cooperate even 
more so to help get us through the coming months.

A good example of this was the Surrey Wood Fair held at Birtley House on October 8th & 9th. James Little 
wanted to have us there (it's so nice to be wanted!) and accepted the idea that we, as a group, would need 
to be underwritten to avoid people turning up and making a loss on the weekend. He actually did the 
majority of the groundwork with Surrey Hills AONB to access their Small Business Development Fund so 
that those who didn't make a quid at the event could at least get something to cover costs from the kitty 
with any residue being carried over to future events. This business model is the one we have used for 
Bentley and the Surrey County Show and it seems to work well. We should appreciate the ingenuity and 
support shown by James and Surrey Hills AONB.

It was also notable because, while many of the group were at Singleton and Cranborne Chase, we still had 
a really good contingent at Birtley including many débutantes. Owen Thomas and Neffie with pole lathe 
and a plethora of pretty things, Ruth Wheeler, a sculptress of considerable talent, Meike Wonder with 
personalised Hazel pencils all contributed greatly to the overall display and atmosphere. We also had Nick 
Owen making tool handles and Kat Armstrong willow weaving while Carl was demonstrating the Indian 
drill for fire-lighting. Mr CC was flat-out on the Birch animals while his group of venture scouts were 
making a clay oven, and as ever Roger was the talk of the show. Richie's Roundhouse became a solar-
powered cinema for the weekend and it all worked well.

The key elements for me were that we as a group put on a good display and were very well received by 
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both public and organisers alike. It was far from the 'usual suspects' with the majority of exhibitors being 
'first timers' with the group and some being first time exhibitors full stop!! The organisers wanted us there 
and went out of their way to make sure we could be there. It was also great to have Richard, Colin, Tim, 
Angela, Stuart, Simon Farndon and many others visit to show and give support.

All of this says to me that when times get tough we all stand a better chance individually and as a group if 
we work together and continue to support each other and the group. My thanks to all those involved. Long 
may it continue.

On a similar and related note I had the pleasure of meeting the Lady Griffith of the Royal Surrey 
Agricultural Society. On behalf of the SSCG I accepted the Queen's Award for Voluntary Work. It comes in 
the form of a small and unassuming enamel badge but more importantly it 
represents some recognition and appreciation of the contribution the group 
makes to the Big Society, so congratulations to one and all!

John S.

Earth Burn at Ashdown Forest 2011
There is an art to building a Charcoal Earth Burn. Too small 
and its not worth the yield. Too big and you’ll get lots of 
‘Brown Ends’ (which in itself isn’t a disaster as these are 
excellent for keeping the camp fire burning). 
Fundamentally though, who’d want to build a small one? 
Building these structures takes love, care and attention 
and the three hearth masters have an inordinate amount 
of experience in building them. One is usually built, we 
built three. Four days and three burns made me imagine 
what it would have been like doing this 6 days a week, 
every week for life. We were keeping a part of our heritage 
alive and it was great. We were, for a short space in time a 
regular little production team.

These Hearth Masters (including you Jo) don’t tell you what to 
do, they show you. Its a very visual way of learning, picking 
things up as you experience the whole Earth Burn process from 
start to finish. You can’t be told how to build and tend a pile of 
wood covered in Hay and soil cooking at over 600oC, or read 
how to do it in a book. You’ve got to participate, from start to 
finish, all night through. If Gemma blows a dragons nostril at 
3am one moonlight night, some one has to be there to put it 
out...



Some folks like Alan, Jo, Pete and Mark are ‘veteran’ earth burners who 
are free and easy in sharing their vast knowledge with those who are 
prepared to observe and take part. If your there all night you should join 
in on the ‘watch’. The camaraderie around the camp fire at O’dark stupid 
o’clock will forever be legendary and its quite amazing how good you feel 
the next day.

To sum up the whole experience. The above brief explanation of 
my week doesn’t do it justice, I could have waxed lyrical about 
the brilliant characters, diverse conversation, sharing of ideas, 
funny moments and good selection of Whisky’s, but YOU 
should experience it for yourself. It has left me firmly back on 
two sugars in a cup of tea and looking forward to the next 
opportunity to get together and cook some wood!

We all came from all walks of life, a really welcoming group of individuals. 
But in the woods we were (and are) Woodsman. In that I mean we are 
people of the woods. Each with our own experience in interacting with 
tree’s. I can appreciate how much time and effort went in to making the 
whole week run so smoothly. So, Id like to say a massive thank you to all 
those who made the week in the woods possible. It was awesome :) 
Thanks.

Lucie Cowles

Woods Needing Woodsman:
Bolney, West Sussex.

Newly restored Hazel coppice available either as a one off cut or continuous ongoing management.
Contact: Rob Seward to arrange a viewing.

Tel: 07703346390
Email: rob.seward@btinternet.com

Polesden Lacey, near Dorking, Surrey.
660 acres of woodland, that could support several Coppice workers.
The National Trust are looking to help & assist in any way they can.

Contact: Andy Goodwin to arrange a viewing.
Email: andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Chartham, Kent.
Around 10 to 12 acres of privately owned 'in rotation' sweet chestnut coppice available as standing timber 

or long term management agreement.
Contact: Debbie to arrange a viewing.

Tel: 01233813307

Woodsman Needing Woods:
No posts submitted.

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage (alan@ajscrafts.co.uk) or 
download the form off of our web site: http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/
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Robin and Carla Barnes,
Thanked for their Continuing Kindness and Generosity

As has been the case for the last 3 years, during the build up to each Hands-On-Day, the Committee wrack’s 
it’s brains (and consequently fails) to come up with a way to say ‘thank you’ to Robin and Carla Barnes for  
their continuing kindness and generosity to the Group over the use of their land. 

The opportunity of an idea finally reared its head this year when Carla asked if they would be able to 
borrow the set of  ‘Deer Skittles’  for the Fernhurst  Furnace Open Day.   So we set about planning and 
conniving using Robin’s own timber, sourced by Will Wallace and Mark Allery, to make them their own set. 
Will produced the deer, and assorted trees, in his workshop, while Mark chiselled away on his Pole Lathe to 
create the ‘balls’.  (For those who missed the game at the Hands-On-Day, the point is you have to knock 
over the deer without harming the trees, prototyped earlier in the year by Will,  it’s educational  – we 
promise!)

Due to their busy schedules we know Robin and Carla are usually unable to make the Members meetings, 
so further planning and conniving ensued to arrange a surprise ceremony at the Fernhurst Furnace Open 
Day on 10th September.  Robin and Carla were also awarded Honorary Lifetime Membership to the Group.  I 
think the expressions on their faces say it all....

International Chainsaw Hazard Warning

As a constant reminder to myself and to the possibility 
of injury to someone who may be tempted to approach 
me while sawing or demonstrating, I have designed this 
T-shirt as a serious extension of my own risk assessment 
for sculptural site work. Based on the electricity board 
warning sign, I thought that others may find some merit 
in it. All made easy these days, the text could be 
customised for individual requirements. The picture 
illustrates an internet printing site where the graphic 
could be stored. Maybe additionally, other products 
could be added for the group in the future... Your ideas 
& expressions of interest PLEASE...

Roger Day.
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk



Thank You Everyone!

A huge big thank you to everyone who came along and supported our ‘Sealed Bid’ sale at the Knepp Castle 
Estate Woodyard, and also helped us to devour an innumerate amount of the locally sourced  Pasties 
(S.K.Hutchings of Partridge Green – we highly recommend them!).  Thanks also go to Paul Copsey of 
Heritage Conservation, who allowed us the extra space in the yard for the duration.

We had almost 70 successful winning bidders, purchasing over 200 lots.  The mammoth task of collating 
the bid sheets and then contacting all concerned took slightly longer than anticipated, but all those who 
won have now been contacted.  

Very few lots remain unsold, and we were extremely pleased with the overall outcome of the auction. 
Unsold lots will not be put up for re-sale as was originally considered. Many thanks once again and we look 
forward to seeing everyone again very soon.

Will and Gemma.

William Wallace, now of Balcombe Estate Forestry and Sawmill

“The Balcombe Estate covers some 2750 acres of mixed farmland and woodland. Situated on the High Weald  
it forms part of the area of outstanding natural beauty. The estate woodlands are managed for sustainable  
timber production, with a heavy accent on wildlife conservation. The Estate Sawmill  has been producing  
sawn timber for a little over 50 years and has a reputation for high quality oak beams, unusual timbers and  
the ability to cut trees of up to 6’ in diameter and 40’ in length. The sawmill is open to the trade and public  
and  will  cut  almost  any  timber  to  your  exact  specifications.  The  sawmill  is  also  at  the  forefront  of  the  
renewable energy market, already supplying 30 homes and two commercial buildings with heating grade  
wood chip as well as hundreds of other domestic log customers.”

The Balcombe Estate Sawmill
Haywards Heath Road 
Balcombe
West Sussex
RH17 6NJ
Tel: 01444 811446
E-mail: Jamie@balcombeestate.co.uk
Website: www.balcombeestate.co.uk

Security Marking Tags:

We hope to have these available to buy (at a discount) by the next members meeting, provided they are 
delivered to us on time.

Coppice Group Courses 2012:

Do you have a training need or business development requirement?

If you would like to learn a new skill during 2012 or learn from a particular craftsman or individual 
then please let Richie Hobbs or one of the committee know. We can then arrange for the course to 

be booked & offered to the group with a significant discount during 2012.

If you are a member of the group & would like to offer your skills as a tutor then please also get in 
touch with the committee so you can be added to our list of available tutors.

http://www.balcombeestate.co.uk/
mailto:Jamie@balcombeestate.co.uk


Your Committee:
Please do feel free to contact your committee regarding any matter(s) or if you have any comments 
or suggestions for the group to continue to move forward.

John Sinclair
Ian White
Mick Stanton
Will Wallace
Gemma Root
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Richie Hobbs

Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Shows
Merchandising & Discounts
Website
Newsletter Editor
Innovation & Development
Courses & Training

jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk
ian@greenboot.co.uk
fraughtwrought@btinternet.com
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
gemma.root@gmail.com
alan@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
richard@circusbox.co.uk

01483283608
01256397919
01483810062
07899894294
07732711173
01233820461
07743047209 
07731914989

Forthcoming Shows, Events & Meetings:
The speaker at the November meeting will be Jeremy Hodgkinson of the Weald Iron  

Research Group
Dates:

17th November 2011
16th February 2012
4th June 2012
6th & 7th October 2012

Times:

7.30pm till 9.30pm
7.30pm till 9.30pm

Event:

Members Meeting
Members Meeting
Surrey County Show
Surrey Woodfair

Venue:

@ Buchan Country Park
@ Buchan Country Park
@ Stoke Park, Guildford
@ Birtley House

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact Mick Stanton Tel: 01483 810062

Tenax Fencing
John Sinclair is currently putting together a Tenax fencing order, so if you wish to combine delivery costs 

whilst also receiving your group discount please let him know as soon as possible so your order can be 
included.

Members Free Ads:
To place a free ad, simply email me your text & photo: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Secateurs For Sale:
I have x5 pairs of hardly used secateurs for sale for 
only £2 each. I can post them at cost or bring them 
along to the next group meeting or event if you are 
interested.
Contact: Alan Sage, Ashford, Kent.
Tel: 01233820461
Email: alan@ajscrafts.co.uk

Sweet Chestnut Post & Rail For Sale:
John Kendrick has between x50 & x100 cleft rail 
blanks (untennoned) along with a similar quantity 
of 6” to 8” diameter post blanks (unmorticed) for 
sale. Reasonable offers accepted, rails & posts could 
be tennoned/mortised to order. (all cut winter 
10/11, still with bark on)
Contact: John Kendrick, Headley, Surrey.
Tel: 07936096956 

View Members Business Ads Online:
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/products-services/
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