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Putting Life into your Landscape” Winter 2011 

 

 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

There is an article below on Subscriptions, and if you have not yet paid, you should have had a reminder from Toni Brannon, but 

please, make sure you have renewed if you intend to. We have had complaints from members about lapsed members who have 

still received the e-mail circulars and have made use of them although not renewing, which is why we are having a far earlier cut 

off date than usual this year. We will review this and give you early warning of the cut off date for next year. 

 

The AGM went well, although numbers were down on previous years. This is a chance for you to have a say in the running of 

HCCG, so please note the date next year, and come along. 

 

Winter seems to be slow in arriving this year, although I expect most of you will have started cutting already. The leaves on most 

species are at least colouring, but new growth hazel still seems to have green leaves, so is hopefully still growing providing longer 

rods for us. Let’s hope we get some cold weather soon to start the dormant period for the wood. 

 

The show season went on late this year; we were still doing them well into October, so we are really only just getting into the 

winter break on that. Write ups on a couple of shows and some spar and hurdle making competitions in this issue.  

 

Hope the cutting season goes well for all, and wishing you a Merry Christmas, and a Happy, Peaceful, and Prosperous New Year.  

 

Chris Westcott 

 

Subscriptions 

 
This is to remind you all that subscriptions are due on 1st October. While quite a few have renewed, we still have quite a 

few of you who haven’t. Toni has tried to contact any who have not renewed, but this is an extra reminder. 

 

If you do not renew your subscription by 1st January this will be the last Teller that you will get until you renew . Your 

name will also be deleted from the mailing list so you will not get notification of any enquiries that come in through the HCCG 

website, and if relevant, your name will be deleted from the Members Products and Services section of the website. 

 

We hope we don’t have to do this, so please use the form on the website, or contact Toni Brannon about renewal. It is £10 a 

year, which for the Teller alone is good value.  

 

Annual General Meeting 

 
The AGM took place on 28th October at Badger Farm Community Centre. 

We had a disappointingly low turn out, but you see there was this retort kiln.... so some of our usual stalwarts 

were otherwise engaged with it. 

The Committee remains basically unchanged, and we are pleased to welcome Phil Allen back onto it.  

After the business part of the meeting, Hugh Milner gave us a talk on his exploits with the Forestry Commission 

over the years followed by tea and chat. 
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Management Committee 

 
Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 (Chairman and The Teller co-editor) 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Vice Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

Matt Melton, Member 

Phil Allen, Member 

Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group at…. 
 

Winchester Cathedral Harvest Festival 

 

On Saturday 1st October, two members of the group were at the Harvest Festival in the Cathedral Close. Paul Brockman of 

Woodland Bushcraft was demonstrating carving Wood Sprits in hazel rods, and John and Chris Westcott of  Wesnet  Services 

Ltd. were demonstrating spoon and butter knife making. On Sunday, Kester and Emily joined Chris and John, and the Mark 1 

portable bungee lathe had it’s first outing. In spite of a few teething troubles, Kester managed to keep it going all day, which gen-

erated a lot of interest. 

 

The weather was very hot, and although we managed to find some convenient lime trees to set up under, this made it rather try-

ing. There were a lot of visitors, many of whom were also attracted by the Farmers Market which was also set up in the Close.   

There were plenty of visitors, and the Dean and his wife came round on the Saturday and thanked us for attending.  

 

Generally a good weekend. A lot more people have some idea of some of the things that Coppice Craftsmen do now, although 

explaining about a bungee lathe to someone who’s first language is not English is interesting to say the least. 

 

Weald and Downland Autumn Countryside Show 

 

Hampshire Coppice Craftsmen’s Group members joined members of Surrey and Sussex Coppice Group and the APT to put on a 

very good showing at the Weald and Downland Museum on 8th and 9th October.  

 

Again we were fairly fortunate with the weather as although it was rather breezy, it stayed dry for us. We were at the bottom of 

the site and had the advantage for once of a flat grassy area on which to pitch.  

 

As well as pole and bungee lathes, our members were demonstrating stick making, shingle making, and spoon making. Several 

members were involved in the hurdle and spar making competitions, either as competitors or in some official capacity. Write ups 

of these have been provided by Peter Jameson further on in the Teller. 

 

Kester Westcott brought the portable bungee lathe mark 11/2 as it had to have a slight modification. He found that the hinges used 

on the uprights were twisting, so had to put a piece of wood across at the top to stop some movement of the upright poles. There 

were also pure pole lathes, another bungee lathe, and a bowl pole lathe, so visitors were spoilt for choice or totally confused by 

the variations upon a theme. 

 

It was noted that although the APT were very much in evidence, and Mark Allery is a leading light of the organisation, the only 

people who had leaflets about the APT were members of HCCG. We also had leaflets about HCCG, so honour was satisfied in all 

directions. 

 A group of Charcoal Burners at Stock Gaylard Oak Fair.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may recognise some HCCG members among this group. 

 Photo Courtesy of Peter Jameson 
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Woodfuel 

 
Woodfuel and Biomass seem to be the in-things at the moment, and a lot of meetings, discussions and debates seem to be centred 

around them. You will be pleased to know that the Forestry Commission is offering  Woodland Improvement Grant for Wood-

fuel.  

The objectives are: 

 Improve the economic value of forest and woodland through wood production 

 Increase wood production volume, particularly Woodfuel, to the market 

 Bring undermanaged or inaccessible woodland into a wood production cycle 

 Increase the area of woodland in England that is in sustainable management 

 Improve the environmental and social benefits of woodland. 

 

The grant is divided into two parts; Timber and Roads 

 

The Timber part is to aid the collection of accurate woodland inventory data, the marketing of wood products, management and 

supervision of processing and harvesting operations in neglected or inaccessible woodlands. 

 

The Roads part is for the creation of access routes to areas of inaccessible/undermanaged woodland as required for the purpose of 

extracting wood economically and sustainably. 

 

While these grants are very useful, this will not be relevant to a number of woodland owners or people currently working wood-

land for firewood where the access is good, and the woodland is already being regularly cropped for firewood.  

 

Other EWGS grants may be available to help with various aspects of woodland management where these do not apply. It is 

worthwhile looking at the Forestry Commission website to see which grants may be available for the wood you are working, and 

apply for them or bring them to the notice of the woodland owner. 

Peter Thorn and Peter Jameson On Yer Bike 
 

As part of this years Broadstone Father Christmas Parade, Peter Smith-Nicholas MBE of Dorset Bike Ride fame wanted to have 1 

bike from each decade of Macmillan Cancer Appeal to mark their centenary. For the older bikes, who are you going to ask? Peter 

Jameson accompanied Peter Smith-Nicholas on the John o’Groates to Lands End ride in 1988 (when he was younger and fitter, 

but that is a  story for another time), and has been associated with the spin off Dorset Bike Ride since. Peter Smith-Nicholas also 

worked on the basis that coppice workers tend to like well built kit that lasts. Whether this is a genuine love of, or arises from 

necessity/undercapitalisation we better not dwell on. The bike I used in 1988 was a 1970s model that I used for the last year of 

school and two years of college and they already had the 70s covered. My ‘new’ bike is a 1990s Raleigh Falcon; one of the first 

generation of mountain type bikes and it is frightening to think that it is 20 years old, but keeping it in the coppice world, Peter 

Thorn was able to launch a 1925 and `1940s bicycle. Rod brakes, sprung oil caps, steel newspaper rack, safety pedals on the 

1925, 1940s the same except for cable brakes. I forgot to mention the Brooks leather saddle. 

 

The photo shows the riders mainly walking in the parade. The Penny Farthing is local character Alan Percy of Corfe Mullen from 

whom we learnt whilst giving him a hand to load the Penny Farthing in a van at the end, that it unscrews at the top. Big wheel, 

forks and handlebars and the rest. He bought it at Cottees Auction at Wareham in the early 1970s for £70 (3 weeks wages back 

then Peter Lane reckons) and his wife almost killed him and questioned his sanity. Present value in the order of £4k. When Alan 

was a bit younger he road it across Newfoundland, Canada. 

 

The gent in the grey coat has the 1950s model. 

 

 It was interesting that both Peters could lift the 2010 model 

 carbon fibre frame bike up with two fingers; they call it  

 progress, but will it last? 

 

 After the parade and a light lunch we went and emptied a

 charcoal kiln, so don’t worry; we were not out of harness for 

 that long, but it is Christmas—almost. 

 

  

 Peter Jameson. 
 

 

 Picture by courtesy of Brian Woolgar. 
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Notes from the News 

 
I do not wish to bring politics into the Teller, but feel that I should mention a few things that may affect us in the 

woods. 

 

The Committee set up to deliberate upon the woodland owned by the Forestry Commission is still sitting. They 

have been asking for input from everyone who has an interest in woodland so that they can develop a balanced 

view of what is needed for as many interests as possible, be they leisure, conservation, industrial or forestry. A 

progress report has just been issued which has the following headlines; 

 
 

 

 

and the economy.  

 

A full copy of the progress report can be found on the website: http://www.defra.gov.uk/forestrypanel/

reports/.  
 

The next point of interest is the relaxation of planning laws proposed. This could affect us in two ways; either it 

will make it easier for us to obtain suitable buildings for our activities, or it could mean that more woodland is 

sold for development. At present the consultation period seems to be finished on this subject, and the results are 

expected in due course. 

 

It is a good idea to keep up with the news, particularly in trade journals and to respond whenever there is a public 

consultation. If you feel it is something important to the coppice industry, let the Committee know so that we can 

either respond as a group or  circulate it among our members. 

 

I am sure all of us would prefer to stay in the woods and let the rest of the world go by, but sadly it keeps trying 

to interfere with us and our work. 

 

 

 

National Coppice Federation 
 

I am afraid I have to report that the National Coppice Federation is not making any progress at present. HCCG sent members of 

the Committee to all the meetings, and Phil Allen had agreed to represent us as a delegate once the group was running. 

 

We are trying to forge close links with Dorset and Surrey and Sussex Coppice Groups, and in fact several of our members have 

dual, or in one case, triple membership. While this will not be the same as a National Federation, we feel that the more of us that 

can work together, the more weight will be carried if we have to deal with large organisations or government departments. 

Should there be any developments we will let you know through the Teller. 

Editors Note 

 

I keep asking for copy for the Teller, but I get sent very little. Please could you try to write something for me or the Teller will 

become very boring.  

 

 

You can e-mail me on chris@wesnetservices.co.uk or phone on 02393 595147 for my postal address or to dictate over the phone. 
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Spar and Hurdle Making Competitions 
 

Weald and Downland Open Air Museum Autumn Countryside Show,  

Sunday 9th October 

 

Spar Competition 

 

1st Ivan Parsons of Stockbridge  Hants. 102  No rejects 

2nd Rod Miller of Lulworth Dorset  68  2 rejects 

3rd Kevin Jones of Lulworth Dorset  65  No rejects 

4th Ian James of Lulworth Dorset  60 No rejects 

5th David Kenwood     47 7 rejects 

6th Peter Jameson of Broadstone Dorset 27 9 rejects 

 

Judge:   Mr Ian James spar maker  

Judge:   Mr Eric Streeter retired thatcher from the Isle Wight.  
Timekeeper:  Toni Brannon of Gosport Hants 

 

The competitors thank the Society of Master Thatchers for putting up the prize 

money of £150 1st, £75 2nd and £50 3rd. 

 

It was a good day for a competition; just enough breeze to take the heat out of the 

autumn sun and the clouds brought no rain. 

 

It was noticeable that all competitors were down in numbers. Ivan 120+ in good 

years, Peter Jameson usually around the 35+ mark. The hazel was difficult to 

cleave this year. Whether this is a result of the almost drought summer although the spring was conducive to good hazel growth 

or whether the competitors ages are catching up with them we will have to wait until next year. 

 

[ Editors Note; Peter Jameson has suggested that I enter next year. As I have never made a spar, and find splitting hazel difficult, 

he is convinced this is a way not to come last. ] 

 

Hurdle Competition. 

 

1st Mark Howard of Crondle, Hants 

2nd Steve Brown of Wool, Dorset 

3rd Jackson Lever of Sussex 

4th Rod Millar of Lulworth Dorset 

5th Rosie Rendle of Sussex 

6th Darren Hammerton of Swanmore, Hants 

7th Huw Edwards of Southampton, Hants 

8th Robert Dixon of Salisbury Plain, Wilts. 

 

Judge: Paul Clear of Worthing, Sussex 

Timekeeper: Ian James of Lulworth, Dorset 

Measurer:  Peter Jameson of Broadstone, Dorset 

 

The competitors thank the Weald and Downland Museum for  

putting up the prize money of £150 1st, £75 2nd and £50 3rd. 

 

Mention should be made that one point separated 1st and 2nd, and a further point between 2nd and 3rd. 

 

Darren Hammerton finished his hurdle first having vastly increased his speed from last year, but speed was not a class in the 

judgement.  

Rosie Rendle overcame her competition nerves to compete this year, which bears out my comment she was on the wrong side of 

the rope last year. 

Huw Edwards had the option of a 3’ hurdle as a novice, but made a competition standard 4’ hurdle. 

Robert Dixon has greatly improved since last year. 

 

For Hampshire Coppice Group Members who do not spar or hurdle make, Alan Waters is mindful to run a besom making compe-

tition next year. 

 

Peter Jameson  

          Pictures by Kester Westcott 
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Dorset Steamfair, Saturday 3rd September 

 

We gathered on the top of the hill in a new arena created next to the Craft Tent and were blessed with a bit of cloud cover and 

breeze compared to the Friday before, that the competition used to be held on. 

 

Spar Competition 

 

The line up for the spars were: 

 

Simon Dench 

Jordon Commer 

Chris Nixon 

James Rayson 

Jaco Leaver from East Sussex 

Vicky Dredge 

Jeff Dredge 

Ern Steel from Farnham (the Dorset Farnham) 

Peter Jameson 

 

 

The competitors were given greater incentive than 2 years ago 

by the announcement that the prize money had gone up to  

£200  for 1st, £150 for 2nd and £100 for 3rd. 

 

 

The judges were Thatcher Stuart Paterson  and semi retired spar maker Rodney Martin. 

 

The results were: 

1st  -Chris Nixon of Lugershall near Andover 102 spars,  

2nd -Ern Steel of Farnham Cranborne Chase 75 spars  

3rd  -Simon Dench of Crewkerne Somerset 64 spars 

 

The competitors would like to thank Craft Steward Rowina Ellis for organising the event. 

 

 

 

Hurdle competition 

 

The requirement was to weave a 4’ hurdle within an hour and a half. The prize money has had a significant rise since 2 years ago 

with £250 for 1st, £200 for 2nd and £100 for 3rd. 

 

The line up was Jacko Leaver from East Sussex, Ern Steel from Farnham, Simon Watson of Wilton, Wiltshire and Steve Brown 

from Wool, Dorset.. 

 

1st   - Jaco Leaver of Loxwood  West Sussex 96 points 58 minutes  

2nd  - Ern Steel of Farnham (Dorset ) 95 points 55 minutes  

3rd  - Steve Brown of Wool 94 points  1 hour 10 min  

4th   - Simon Watson of Wilton. 

 

 

Ern Steel finished in the quickest time. I felt Steve Brown was hampered by having to keep an eye on his kids at the same time as 

competing, but this added to the Victorian image of the show. 

 

A mixture of techniques, some splitting out all rods first, some splitting as they go. 

 

To overcome previous controversy, a scheme was devised where the competitors marked the others hurdles but not their own on a 

marks out of 10 basis using the categories of overall look of hurdle, number of twists (debate about what is the right number) and 

quality of twist, dimensional tolerance. No differentiation for use of loppers. The points were then added up to find the winner. 

 

Again the competitors would like to thank Craft Steward Rowina Ellis for organising the event. 

 

Peter Jameson.  

 

 

Thanks to Jim King, basket maker, member of Dorset Coppice Group for the photograph. 


