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Chairman’s Report:

A Happy New Year to one and all, with the allied hope that all the work gets 
done and some money is made.

This year looks like being an extraordinarily busy one in many respects for 
the SSCG. We seem to be getting invited to more and more shows, (so we 
must be doing something right) and other activities and events that we hold 
are going from strength to strength. The Hands On Day may very well be a 
proper weekend this year as we expect a far greater contingent form other 
Counties as well as a good showing from the ‘usual suspects’. We had a 
debrief shortly after last year’s event and identified numerous opportunities 
for improvements which we will need to make if we are going to be able to 
entertain visiting woody-folk from all over. The main ones are getting a bit 
more help with the organisation and on-the-day-running of the event to 
prevent Will and Gemma in particular being spread wafer-thin. Given their 
impending parenthood we, as a group, have to make sure that all their hard 
work to get this far is carried on while they attend to the bubba-kinder! The 
other one is to move the event towards being cost-neutral to the group.

In terms of the show calendar, we have been invited to the Surrey County 
Show (May 29th) with their newly instigated ‘Woodland Area’ well away 
from the wax jackets and candy-floss of the main areas. This could slot in 
quite neatly to the gap left by Woodland Wonders at Kew. As ever the big 
show at the other end of the Summer is the Weald Woodfair 16th, 17th, and 
18th of September. Our showing last year was spectacularly good in terms of 
numbers, variety, quality and indeed Bentley and public response. This year 
we aim to do somewhat better. Again there will be opportunities for group 
members who are not demonstrating to help out with a variety of things, so 
feel free to offer your services if you can.

The Coppice Week event last year was another triumph, thanks in no small 
part to the efforts of Dave Rossney and Debbie Bartlett. I hope all of you 
realise just how lucky we are to have people like them helping us. This year it 
is planned for 17th to 22nd of May and should be a cracker!

continues over......

http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/


The other thing that rumbles away in the background is politics! There are 2 main items that are both 
current; the sale of Forestry Commission holdings and the National Coppice Federation (it now has a 
name!!!!) 

There will be no end of chances to write to M.P.s and register on websites to oppose the sale of woodland. I 
urge all of you to take every opportunity. The sooner this idea is blown out of the water the better. 

The N.C.F. is now beginning to take some kind of shape. Having spent 45 minutes getting as far as 
agreeing the name, we moved on to the draft Constitution, and the aims and objectives……so don’t hold 
your breath!  Anyhow, the current situation is that most of the essential admin is in progress and will 
probably be signed off in early May before a ‘launch’ is planned for later in the year, perhaps at the Weald 
Woodfair. 

So apart from that there’s not really anything happening!
Work hard and have fun.
Cheers, John S.

Editors Note:

As you know, I've now taken on the editorial role for the newsletter & I'd 
like to include more articles from members. Your find many new ideas in 

this issue including a series of articles on Hazel Restoration, Firewood 
Conversion, Tool Reviews, Innovations Forum & much more. If you have 
something to contribute or any other ideas, please let me know either by 
post or email. I'd also appreciate your thoughts & comments on the new 

layout & design.

Alan Sage
1 Whiston Ave, Bethersden, Kent, TN26 3LA

alan@ajscrafts.co.uk

Forestry Commission New Guidelines on Woodland Management Practices:

The FC have finally produced an overview of what, in their opinion, 
good woodland management practices are. In the past, we as 

managers, have had to get our information on 'best practice' from a 
wide range of sources & organisations, a lot of which was irrelevant or 

long winded (especially UKWAS).

I was very sceptical before reading the document, but the new 
guidelines are fairly straight forward & pretty concise for a 70 page 

document. I've only skip read sections of it, but nothing jumped out as 
been unworkable or out of step. You can view or download a copy 

here:

www.forestry.gov.uk/anwpracticeguide

If anyone would like to review this document or comment on it for  
the next newsletter, please let me know.

Applications for EWGS 2011/12 are also now open & funds have 
increased since the 2005 introduction rates.



One of the aims of the group has always been to help woodsman find suitable woods to cut in & also help 
land owners find woodsman to manage their woodlands. So, in every newsletter there will now be the 
following two sections which will endeavour to do just that. It is planed that the database will also be 

uploaded to our web site in due course. If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact 
Alan Sage directly or download the form off our web site:

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

Woods Needing Woodsman:
Polesden Lacey, near Dorking, Surrey.

660 acres of woodland, that could support several Coppice workers.
The National Trust are looking to help & assist in any way they can.

Contact: Andy Goodwin to visit/view/discuss/negotiate
Email: andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Woodsman Needing Woods:
No posts submitted yet.

The Sale Of Our National Forest Estates

We are sure your all aware of the governments proposal 
to sell off large areas of our national woodland resource 
under part of the 'public bodies bill'. Below are just two 

different petitions that we are aware of:

http://saveenglandsforests.org/
http://www.38degrees.org.uk/save-our-forests

One of them has received over 450,000 votes so far. What 
are your views on this matter & would you like the 

committee to be more actively involved in this issue?

The government have also just opened a public consultation on parts of 
the 'public bodies bill' which will remain open until 21st April 2011. You 
can take part in the consultation online (links below) or request a hard 

copy by calling: 0845 3673787

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-pfeconsultation
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/forests/index.htm

The governments response to the consultation will be issued later on in 
the summer.

Coppice Survey:

Once you've finished coppicing this winter, please remember to fill in a coppice survey form & 
send it off to Debbie Bartlett. This allows us, as individuals, as a group & as an industry to raise 
awareness about the woodland work been done & access vital resources. The response form can 

be found on our web site:
http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/forests/index.htm
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/england-pfeconsultation
http://www.38degrees.org.uk/save-our-forests
http://saveenglandsforests.org/
mailto:andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk


Product Reviews:
This tool or product review section aims to inform you about what tools people are trying out & more 
importantly, how they perform. I hope to involve the manufacturers in this as a two way process, in order 
to try & improve the products they have on offer. If you have purchased any tools or devices that you love 
or hate, please do write in with your reviews, even if you've had the tool sometime.

Trend Fast Track Sharpening System:
(by Alan Sage)

This system appears to be designed specifically for flat chisels 
(firmer, mortice, bevelled, etc) & plane irons, but not of much 
use for any other tools. Although I think Trend could possibly 
adapt the system somewhat, to enable it to sharpen flat draw 
knives, which would make it a much more useful device.

As you know, I run many courses & I often have to sharpen 
between six to ten sets of tools at a time, as well as the tools I 
use for the various different products that I make. So I spend a 
fair amount of my time sharpening & any increase in speed, 
efficiency or performance is always welcomed.

The device itself consists of an anodised aluminium base which has been rebated to receive a reverse 
profiled carriage. The carriage runs on two nylon slip rails which are lightly oiled & has two wings, one 
angled at 30° & the other at 25°. These have magnetic strips underneath which hold interchangeable 
magnetic diafiles in place. The files can simply be changed for different grits/microns (available in 
different grades between 90 to 1200 grit). It comes with two different grades when purchased. There is a 
countersunk hole for fixing the base to a bench or block as well as four non slip rubber feet beneath.

In use, the blunt chisel to be sharpened is gently pushed towards the angled wing until it touches the file. 
There is a lip on each side so that you know it is been held truly square (will receive chisels or planes up 
to 2½” wide). You then gently move the carriage back & forth until the chisel profile is corrected & 
sharpened. You then have the choice of changing the fineness of the file, or turning the carriage around & 
honing the cutting edge.

I found that for sharpening & honing, the system is very fast & accurate. However, for completely re 
profiling a chisel I found it took longer than other methods. So if your continually reconditioning tools, 
this would only be useful once you had coarsely re profiled any edge on a wheel & was then looking to 
accurately refine the shoulders & cutting edge to 25° or 30°. It is excellent at taking out the 'hollowing' 
that is produced by small to medium sized grinding wheels.

I was concerned at first, that as the file is been moved laterally across, rather than along the blade, that 
a burr would appear on either side of the chisel. But this doesn't seem to happen & any burr that appears, 
is always along the cutting edge. I guess, due to the side edges of the blade been square.

The diafiles themselves are extremely long lasting & remain very flat for considerably longer than 
carborundum stones. However, the wing design doesn't allow for them to be adjusted vertically, so they 
will always eventually be worn out more, in the middle of the file, even if regularly rotated. Vertical 
adjustment could easily of been incorporated into the design to avoid this & spread the wear more evenly 
whilst extending the life of the files, which are around £10 to £20 to replace.

The system does work very well though & is probably best suited to day to day sharpening or final 
finishing off, of any tool restoration.

In summary I think this device is more suited to carpenters or timber frames rather than coppice 
craftsmen, but has a place in the workshop for anyone who use planes & chisels a lot. It works well, but I 
think with some development it could sharpen a much wider range of tools to a wider range of angles.

I contacted Trends technical development team regarding the down sides to this product & their response 



was that to improve or incorporate any redesign would increase the cost of the product. They did not 
wish to do that at this time or at the time of development, as they had a target sales price which had to 
be reached.

The main pro's & con's I found for this device were:

Pro's: Con's:
Fast & simple to set up Only two sharpening angles available, 25° & 30°

Accurate & reliable cutting angles & edges Can only be used on flat chisels or plane irons

Sharpens very quickly Relatively expensive for such limited applications

No real skill or technique required in use Gully for waste metal particles could be better 
designed to take particles away from the rails

Removes any 'hollowing' caused by grinding wheels Files could be made adjustable in order to reduce 
repeated wear in central area of file(s)

Removes the possibility of 'rounding off' the cutting 
edge or shoulder which is an easy mistake to make 
with bench stones

Wings could be made adjustable for a wider range 
of angles to be sharpened or created

Very slow to completely re profile any incorrect 
shoulder angle

Can't be used with any existing files or stones you 
may already have

You can find the Trend Fast Track sharpening system in a variety of different tool shops or online, ranging 
in price from about £50 to £80.

I know Veritas (amongst others) have similar products on the market which can be used with bench 
stones. It would be interesting to do a comparison. (If you have one, please do write in with a review)

Hazel Restoration:

This year there will be a series of articles on Hazel Restoration from various different members 
who have either brought derelict hazel coppice back into cycle, or are in the process of doing 

so. Most members will be familiar with the 2004 FC publication on this subject, but if your not, 
you can view or download a copy here:

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCIN056.pdf/$FILE/FCIN056.pdf

If you have anything that you would like to add to this series of articles please forward them to 
me, the editor. Thanks.

Firewood Conversion Efficiency

I'm also looking to put together a series of articles over the course of the year on firewood 
conversion. If you process firewood in any way, be it by hand, processor, or whatever. 

Please contact me, the editor, as I'd like to explore & research as many different ways of 
processing firewood as possible. In order to find out which method(s) are actually the most 

efficient, cost effective & profitable. Whilst  including many tips & tricks on splitting, 
stacking & processing etc...

Also, let me know if you are aware of any existing publications on the subject like David 
Tresemer's or Angus Webster's books.

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCIN056.pdf/$FILE/FCIN056.pdf


Small Business Record Keeping Checks:

Her Majesty's Revenue & Customs will be examining small to medium 
sized businesses record keeping in greater detail this year. This is due 

to research undertaken by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, which indicates that around 40% of 

small business records are inaccurate. You can find more information 
about this on the links below.

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/record-keeping/index.htm
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/detail?itemId=5001741028&type=ONEOFFPAGE&site=210

Free Single Malt Whisky
The Heritage Crafts Association (http://www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/) are looking for talented craftsmen 
like you & wish to give them a free bottle of single malt whisky. If you'd like to enter the competition & 

receive the whisky, you can do so by post, email or online:

www.thebalveniemastersofcraft.com

entries@thebalveniemastersofcraft.com

The Balvenie Masters of Craft Awards, c/o Seventy Seven PR, 77 

Kingsway, London WC2B 6SR

There are seven different categories (Stone, Wood, Metal, Glass & Ceramics, Textiles, Leather, Food & 

Drink) as well as an overall winner & young craftsman, making a total of nine awards (or bottles!!). The 

closing date is Thursday April 21st 2011.

Your Committee:

Your committee would like to hear from you. Do you have any ideas for newsletter articles, shows 
we should attend, future innovations, merchandising, speakers at meetings, hands on day activities, 
courses, web site improvements etc....? Please contact us with your thoughts, ideas & comments.

John Sinclair – Chairman - jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk
Ian White – Secretary & Treasurer - ian@greenboot.co.uk
Mick Stanton – Shows - fraughtwrought@btinternet.com
Will Wallace – Merchandising & Discounts - will@wills-mill.co.uk
Gemma Root – Website - gemma.root@googlemail.com
Philip Hardy – Speakers - philiphardy.bushcopse@virgin.net
Alan Sage - Newsletter Editor - alan@ajscrafts.co.uk
Richie Hobbs – Courses & Training - richard@circusbox.co.uk
Roger Day – Innovation & Development Research - rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk

mailto:rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:entries@thebalveniemastersofcraft.com
http://www.thebalveniemastersofcraft.com/
http://www.heritagecrafts.org.uk/
http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/detail?itemId=5001741028&type=ONEOFFPAGE&site=210
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/record-keeping/index.htm


Forthcoming Group Courses:
If there is a course or tutor you would like to see offered by the group please contact Richie  

Hobbs Tel: 07731 914989 or Email: richard@circusbox.co.uk
Dates for the following courses will be confirmed shortly:

Hedgelaying ~ Coracles ~ Gate Hurdles ~ Bentwood Hazel Chairs.

Forthcoming Shows, Events & Meetings:
The speaker at the next meeting will be Stuart Meier from the Campaign for the Protection  

of Rural England. The title of which is 'Who Are The Real Enemy?'
Dates:
24th February 
17th to 22nd May
5th May
2nd & 3rd July
28th July
17th November

30th April to 2nd May
15th May
30th May
21st to 24th July
17th to 19th September
25th September 
7th to 9th October

Times:
7.30pm till 9.30pm
All day & all night
7.30pm till 9.30pm
11am till 4pm
7.30pm till 9.30pm
7.30pm till 9.30pm

Event:
Members Meeting
Coppice Week
Members Meeting
Hands on Day/Weekend
AGM & Members Meeting
Members Meeting

4 Seasons Woodland Show
Open Day
Surrey County Show
Art in Action
Weald Wood Fair
Country Fair
Surrey Hills Wood Fair

Venue:
@ Buchan Country Park
@ Ashdown Forest
@ Buchan Country Park
@ Fernhurst Furnace
@ Buchan Country Park
@ Buchan Country Park

@ Amberley Museum
@ Merrists Wood
@ Stoke Park, Guildford
@ Waterperry House, Oxford
@ Bentley, Sussex
@ Loseley Park
@ Bramley, Surrey

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact Mick Stanton Tel: 01483 810062

Coppice Week 2011
17th to 22nd May @ Ashdown Forest (Broadstone Warren)

Last years Coppice Week was a truly memorable & enjoyable week, some members didn't want to 
go home afterwards & this years is already looking to be even better. Full details are still to be 

finalised, but so far the following courses have been confirmed:
Traditional Charcoal Earth Burn ~ Alan Waters

Clogs ~ Jeremy Atkinson
Wattle Hurdles ~ Neil McLaughlan

Chestnut Pales ~ Peter Jones
Besom Brooms & Tent Pegs ~ Terry Heard

Oak Swill Baskets ~ Owen Jones
Trugs ~ Charlie Groves

Willow Basketry ~ John Waller
Gate Hurdles ~ Alan Sage

Spoons ~ Peter Maton
Subsidised places for group members & coppice workers are available. For prices & bookings please 
contact Dave Rossney (esusforestry@btinternet.com). Several other activities & courses are in the 
offing & will be confirmed in due course, if you have any other idea's for this event please contact 
one of the committee. The Coppice Week may also be the setting for the next National Coppice 

Federation meeting as well, so make sure the dates are firmly in your diaries.

mailto:richard@circusbox.co.uk


Re-Inventing the Spoon
Innovation in green wood working for the new Millennium

At Last! I joined the coppice group. After pushing the envelope of kind hospitality by gate 
crashing yet another amazing “Hands On Day”, the die was cast, for peace of my own 
conscience at least… But not least because of a conversation that developed the next day 
around the diminishing breakfast fire. Sitting with a good proportion of the committee, we 
discussed the possible ways in which next years event could be made even better. In my groggy 
morning haze, belying my artistic temperament, I found myself spouting soliloquisingly, of what 
I thought was the defining point of what needed to be done. For me, the people of the group 
are like family. Even without introduction, you all share a deep part of me. A love for trees, a 
deep desire to protect a tradition, and a dream to live a connected life with one of the greatest 
assets of this beautiful land.

My arguments were thus:-
For the persistence and growth of the coppice industry in today’s modern world, there is huge 
potential for developing something new, new products, new design, and new markets. All this 
and still celebrate the best of our tradition.

Elements might include:-
• Simple and inexpensive tooling, easily made by the user or local craftsmen.
• Techniques that are quick, enjoyable and efficient, for anyone with reasonable ability.
• Hand crafted beauty, of high contemporary design.
• Economically viable, with growth of new markets.

New Spoons?

With the mission set, my thoughts turned immediately to developing the 
first “New” things. I had for some time been in admiration of John 
Sinclair’s stock knife he uses to make tent pegs. I enthused often to him 
“If only we could adapt this to making Spoons John?!?! Can you imagine? 
Spoons as quick as tent pegs, but 5x’s the added value….” Then the 
presence of the brilliant clog maker Jeremy Atkinson at last years Earth 
Burn just added fuel to my fire….“Look at those Clog Knives John. A whole 
range of curved profiles. And so much leverage!!! Wow!!! I want some…
What we could do with these!! Treen, beautiful Treen! All sorts, bowls, 
plates, spoons, and more!”…. Then Bentley came and the first tool 
purchase of the group was the only clog knife on site, duly handed to me 
for research purposes, now as acting committee leader of “Innovation”.

Once back at the laboratory, the first thing was to discover what 
kind of bench I wanted to make. So I started to play. With blocks 
and screws and all sorts of valuable gunk I am noted for hording, I 
built test rigs. But after several weeks I started to imagine I would 
never find the ideal setup for my task. So the Bench I set on was a 
jig, with multiple features, and a flexibility of geometry, so all my 
minds wonderings could be fulfilled. Sentimentally, by associates it 
became known as the “ClogMate”.

One limitation of the stock knife is the small angle of movement around it’s pivot, that 
produces a reasonable straight cutting action. Hence I additionally developed a work holding 
device specifically for spoon making. It consists of a beam, two inches wide, with steps cut into 
it. Each step is a different point of rest for the work, and multiplies the length of object one 



can work efficiently. The width of the anvil is purposeful too. Because I 
use the knife inverted for convex curves, the edges of the knife would 
foul if the anvil was flat and wide. You might suppose that it could be 
held by hand, just like making a tent peg, and maybe a skilled worker 
could devolve such ability. But to rest the spoon against a beam gives 
you strength and stability. A bonus with a razor sharp guillotine next to 
your fingers, and definitely good for some specific spoon cuts.

The whole process so far for spoon making has been published in a short 
film here….. "NewSpoons?" @ YouTube

(Editors Note: You'll also find two other time laps videos from Roger on the You Tube link, one showing a 'Ripple  
Bench' & another testing a 'Makita Cordless Chainsaw'.)

Innovation Forum: Open Floor

I digress. The purpose of my writing is not to teach you all how it’s done. At best I hope to 
inspire. And those who would like to know, will see me over the coming show season 
demonstrating for all.
This is the exciting part.
THIS IS FOR EVERYONE!…
Everyone has their own story of innovation and making things better, quicker, easier. That is 
what this is all about. Exchanging knowledge, helping it to spread and grow, so all can benefit. 
That’s how this will enrich our coppice world. The more people, making more things, the more 
it becomes part of the social conscience, the more we all gain from increased value of the 
coppiced wood, the work we all do and the continuance of our heritage.

SO…..
The floor is open. I propose a forum, a dialogue of ideas. Alan Sage has 
kindly agreed to include this as a regular part of future newsletters. I 
look forward very much to your input. Then we can raise the stakes and 
all take part in the revolution. The Coppice Green Wood Working 
Revolution of the Twenty First Century. I drink to that.

Roger Day Wood Sculptor
http://www.rogerday.eu
“Innovations”

Membership Renewal:
Your membership for 2011 is now due for renewal. So if you haven't done so already 

please forward your £20 payment to Ian White or bring it along to the next members 
meeting on 24th February.

Ian White, 2 Chapel Close, Dummer, Hampshire, RG25 2AB.

If your payment is not received before 31st March 2011 your membership will be 
considered to have lapsed.

Any new members who joined after June 2010 are considered to have already paid their 
membership for 2011.

Overleaf is a list of some of the many benefits you'll receive as a member.

http://www.rogerday.eu/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=It81UfO-qAE&feature=feedu


Member Benefits:
• Quarterly Newsletter with free advertising, articles, reviews, information & forum.
• Quarterly Member Meetings with talks, lively debate & free refreshments.
• Heavily Discounted Training.
• Free Web Advertising for your Business.
• Free Email & Web Forum with other members.
• Free Attendance to numerous Shows & Events such as the Hands On Day, 

Coppice Week & the Weald Woodfair.
• Free Social & Business Networking Opportunities.
• Association with the National Coppice Federation & other Regional Coppice 

Groups.
• A Common 'Voice' to other organisations, such as the Forestry Commission.
• Product & Service Discounts available from the following Companies:

Up to 25% discounts on chainsaws, machinery, ropes, arb gear etc...from 
ATS Machinery LTD, Horsham.
Tel: 01403 891580
http://www.ats-machinery.co.uk/

Hugely discounted Tenax Deer Fencing available from Nick Owen at the 
Lower Mole Project. Only £85 per roll (inclusive of VAT).
Tel: 01372 743783 
Email: nick.owen@surreycc.gov.uk

Kiln Ports made by Steve Icke available from £20 per port depending on design.
Tel: 07802 348708

30% cash discount on Spiral Chimney Ducting (ideal for kilns) from 
Mechanical Air Supplies, Leatherhead.
Tel: 01372 370085
http://www.masltd.com/

10% discount on all Ian Swain reconditioned tools & devices.
Email: ian@theluddite.com
http://www.theluddite.com/

10% discount on all hand forged tools, devices, ornamental work & steel 
fabrication.
Tel: 01483 810062
fraughtwrought@btinternet.com

mailto:fraughtwrought@btinternet.com
http://www.theluddite.com/
mailto:ian@theluddite.com
http://www.masltd.com/
mailto:nick.owen@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.ats-machinery.co.uk/


Members Free Ads:
Green Cordwood For Sale:
Chichester Council has some sweet chestnut coppice 
currently been cut at CDC's Local Nature Reserve, 
Brandy Hole Copse. The cordwood is been cut to 2M 
lengths & ranges in diameter from approx 50mm to 
200mm. If you are interested in the arisings please 
contact Stephanie Evans directly to negotiate a price.
Email: sevans@chichester.gov.uk 
Tel: 01243785166 

Green Cordwood For Sale:
I have around 40 ton of green cordwood for 
sale @ approximately £32 a ton (dry 
weight). All mixed hardwood’s. Please 
contact me for full details.
Contact: Alan Sage, Kent.
Tel: 01233820461
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Oak Butts For Sale:
I will have several large oak butts available & 
for sale in the round very shortly. Please call 
me to discuss the details if you are interested.
Contact: Alan Sage, Kent.
Tel: 01233820461
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

If you would like to place a free ad, please email me your text & photo:
info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Members Business Ads Online:
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/products-services/

www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com

http://www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/

