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Putting Life into your Landscape” Spring  2011 

 

Chairman’s Letter  
 

Since the last Teller was published, we have had the Sale of Forestry Commission land fiasco, developments with the National 

Coppice Federation, a talk by Julian Evans, as well as finishing the winter work and starting on the spring and summer. 

 

Of these, the only one to hit the headlines has been the sale of Forestry Commission land. An article on this appears on page 2. It 

has also been well covered by the forestry press throughout its progress, and I obtained most of the information from the Forestry 

Journal. It is rather worrying that most of the general public were more bothered about whether they would continue to walk in 

the woods than either rural jobs or timber production.  

 

The show season is upon us once more, and you will find a long list that Toni Brannon has circulated already. As new ones come 

in, these will be circulated too. HCCG is becoming known as giving good demonstrations, and we are hoping to build on this to 

get an absolute minimum of a free stall at shows, and ideally payment for the demonstration. Show organisers are beginning to 

see us as an attraction, so if you are able to attend some to demonstrate and sell your wares, please do at least one during the sum-

mer. Those of us who do a number of shows hand out the HCCG leaflets with the web address on, so that if someone comes from 

another part of Hampshire they can look for a local supplier of the product they are after. This is particularly useful for firewood 

and bean sticks as they are both bulky items.  

 

Will you please make sure that Kester Westcott, the webmaster, has details of your products together with up to date contact in-

formation. He can only publish a limited amount, so please condense  items as he cannot publish every single item you sell. Con-

tact details are on the web site. 

 

If you have any articles for the Teller, would like a subject covered, or can help in any way, please contact me. During the sum-

mer, write ups of shows and events are useful, together with any thoughts on coppicing. If you don’t feel able to write a full arti-

cle, notes are acceptable, and I am willing to work them up and let you see them before the article is published. I would like to 

thank all those who have contributed or helped me to get this into a more interesting format. 

 

 

 

Chris Westcott 

 

   

 

 

National Coppice Federation-an Update 
 

At the meeting John Westcott and I attended in January, it was decided to call the organisation the National Coppice Federation. 

This was suggested by John, and agreed as a suitable working name. As the objective is to form a group made up primarily of the 

existing Coppice Groups, it was felt that Federation was a suitable description. The National Coppice Group was thought to be 

too close to the now defunct Coppice Association, sometimes known as the National Coppice Association  name. 

 

The main objectives of the Federation are to act as a unified voice for the industry, promote coppicing as a form of woodland 

management, and to encourage and promote good practise. 

 

There is still a lot to be decided about the way the Federation will run, but at present it has been agreed that the management 

committee will be elected by a representative of  each of the existing Coppice Groups. The launch and first AGM is likely to be 

at the Weald Wood Fair.  

 

Another meeting will take place at the Bodgers Ball in May where HCCG will be represented by Peter Jameson.  
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To Be or Not to Be; Sale of Forestry Commission Land 

 
The announcement by the Government that Forestry Commission land was to be sold or leased caused something of a furore 

throughout the country. As a result of petitions organised by groups such as 38 degrees and the Woodland Trust, this has now 

been withdrawn. 

 

Most people were worried about the potential loss of access to this woodland, but those in the forestry industry had other con-

cerns.  

 

The first was that after a long period of depression, timber prices are now rising, so that rather than selling or leasing off a loss 

making commitment, the people buying or leasing would be getting something of a nest egg, which would be money lost to the 

FC. As no doubt all the FC expenses were calculated in proving to DEFRA that this would save money, this left other parts of the 

FC rather more vulnerable to funding cuts. 

 

The FC does concern itself with providing a constant stream of product which is necessary for sawmills, board mills and other 

timber users to continue functioning in an effective manner. UKFPA, the UK Forest Products Association, is concerned that un-

der private ownership, timber would only be released when global prices are high, and would dry up for long periods forcing 

them to import or close down their operations until more timber was released. 

 

As far as small businesses like ours are concerned, we do not care whether we work for the FC or a private owner, but with large 

areas of woodland being leased off, these were more likely to be managed by the big forestry companies easing us out.  

 

While the FC does not keep its woods in the best of order, usually having insufficient manpower to keep up, where work is done 

it is done to good standards. In addition, where restoration of other habitats is required, such as heath, rivers and moors, they are 

willing to do this even at the expense of fewer trees. There is a very great risk that private companies would not be so careful 

about the environment. The cry ‘ its in the contract’ has rather a hollow ring to anyone who has been involved with government 

outsourcing.  

 

As things stand at the moment, a panel of experts drawn from a variety of backgrounds will be used to direct the future of FC 

land. The make up of this panel has recently been announced and at least includes people who understand the timber industry. 

ConFor is represented, as is the Institute of Chartered Foresters, with a member of the Forestry Commissions financial side who 

also manages an estate in Devon, and a couple of other forestry organisations. The Woodland Trust, National Trust, RSPB and 

Wildlife Trusts are likely to be more interested in habitat, history, and ecology. The Ramblers are likely to push for more public 

access, but what Single Planet Living (the person concerned was responsible for B&Q stocking FSC wood, which often excludes 

local products) represents other than big business, I am not quite sure. Some good content, and some rather odd selections. This 

was apparently carried out by Caroline Spelman herself, and the people on the committee are supposed to be acting as 

‘individuals’ according to a DEFRA spokesman. Unfortunately nobody seems to have told the organisations represented this. 

(This information was extracted from the April issue of the Forestry Journal with my own comments. For fuller coverage see that 

Journal). 

 

The committee is supposed to take evidence from all interested parties. As yet, we do not know how this will be organised. If it is 

possible to submit evidence, either the HCCG Committee will do so, or we will band together with the emerging National Cop-

pice Federation and put a joint view.  

 

It is important that all those interested in Britain’s woodlands remain aware of what is going on, as this could just be a way of 

trying to get the same thing through again claiming that it is supported by an ‘Independent Committee’. Should there be any de-

velopments we will keep you informed through the Teller. 

 

Chris Westcott 

 

Talk by Julian Evans 
Julian Evans kindly gave us a talk at Micheldever Station Village Hall on 2nd March. We had a reasonable turn out for what is 

our first event of this kind for some time.  

 

Julian spoke on ‘Five things you don’t know about Forestry’, and gave us a very entertaining evening. The subjects covered were 

ones on which he had done research in the past, and included provenance of exotic conifers, particularly Sitka spruce, the selec-

tion of eucalypts as short term coppice for biomass, and the effect of fertiliser and other minerals on woodland. 

 

After the talk we were given tea and coffee by the Hall committee, which went down well, and for which I would like to thank 

them. This also gave us a chance to socialise and have a bit of a chat. 

 

Thanks to Julian for his very interesting talk, and to all those involved in the organisation of this event. 
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APT Meeting at Holton Lee 
 

A number of HCCG members braved a journey into darkest Dorset for an APT (Association of Pole Lathe Turners and Green 

Woodworkers) meeting on the subject of shrink pots at Holton Lee at the beginning of April.  

 

Our tutor was ‘Pete the Charcoal’ Jameson, and most of us found the place, which is the other side of the top of Poole Harbour 

without too much trouble. Our Hostess was Rachel Huggatt who provided a nice barn for us to work in, and with help from her 

partner, a very good lunch of carrot (with optional coriander) soup. 

 

We started by cutting lengths of green birch with an extra inch cut off 

the top end for a lid. Pete then worked very hard drilling each one with a 

power drill with an attached auger. A lot of steam was generated during 

this exercise, and not all of it came from the wood. 

 

The next stage was to increase the size of the drilled hole using a chisel. 

You can see Kester Westcott trusting Pete’s aim with a chisel and mallet 

enough to hold the pot that he is hollowing out here. 

 

When we had all managed to get hollow logs, the next stage was to 

make the lid by marking round the inside of the top of the pot onto the 

inside of the lid. We then had to cut carefully round and remove the 

edges with the chisel.   

 

Here is the Editor of Dorset Coppice Group’s Newletter doing some cunning finishing 

with a knife on the lid of his pot. 

 

The last stage was to fit the base. This meant cleaving and finishing a piece of sea-

soned chestnut then marking the size of the base of the pot on it and cutting it out. 

The trick was to fit it into a groove made in the bottom of the pot so that it was pretty 

well light tight, and hope that as it dried it would become water tight and not split.  

 

When we had all finished out pots and had lunch, we were given a guided tour of part 

of the Holton Lee site by Jane Thomas who lives and works there. She took us down 

to the water and showed us the boardwalk, sadly made of recycled plastic, but other-

wise a good way of getting to an island, the hide where you can watch birds and deer 

on one side and badgers on the other, and various ‘sculptures’ which us rather prosaic 

coppice workers found rather strange.  The picture below shows us near the hide, just 

to prove we were all there. There were also two particularly interesting trees. One was 

an old oak which had many moons ago been laid as part of a boundary. The trunk was 

formed so that you could see an elephant head looking at it one way and a horse head 

another. I also noticed that there was the outline of an owl formed of dead wood 

where a branch had rotted out. The other tree was a dead oak which had various holes 

in it in which the birds nested.         

 

I would like to thank Rachel for hosting the event, and her and her partner for the lovely home made soup. Thanks also to Pete for 

organising the event and acting as tutor, and to Jane Thomas of Holton Lee for showing us round and giving me a lift in her 

buggy.  

 

 

 

 

 All pictures are by Jane Thomas. 
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Events 
There are a lot of shows going on over the next few months; you will have been sent details by Toni already, but just to remind 

you. 

 

SOLENT GARDENER’S FAYRE – SUNDAY 5TH JUNE 

This event is organised by Southampton Rotary club and has been held in Eastleigh for the past 12 years. There are approximately 

60 stalls including nurseries and other garden related items and the show aims to provide a market for garden products and raise 

money for charity. 

Last year there were approximately 3000 visitors. 

CONTACT – Conrad Walling at conrad.walling@mypostoffice.co.uk or phone 01489891804 

NEW FOREST WOODFAIR – SUNDAY 12TH JUNE 

This is held at Royden Wood nature reserve http://www.hwt.org.uk/pages/roydon-woods-r.html  

At least one group member will be there. 

CONTACT - Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust Headquarters  -  feedback@hwt.org.uk  or phone  01489 774400 

BISHOPS WALTHAM POND EVENT – SATURDAY 18TH JUNE 

In Bishops Waltham they have decided to hold an event, centred around Dr Richard Osmond bringing his Bug Diversity trailer to 

the pond. The event is planned for Saturday 18th June, from around 10 - 2, based on Station Road, Bishops Waltham, which runs 

around the back of the pond.  They thought they would extend the event to include other activities in the area - the museum are 

bringing a table of exhibits and HCC are hoping to come along too.  They have asked the Environment Agency and are waiting to 

hear from them.  The fishing club will also have a stand. They would also like to invite some country crafts people along. 

CONTACT – Jane Gentry at janegentry@btinternet.com 

CURDRIDGE SHOW – SATURDAY 16TH JULY 

Several group members will be attending and demonstrating at this show.  http://www.curdridgeshow.co.uk/ 

CONTACT – Toni Brannon at brannon@ntlworld.com or phone 02392580988 

DOGMERSFIELD, WINCHFIELD & CROOKHAM VILLAGE HORTICULTURAL SHOW – SATURDAY 16TH JULY 

A local affair with show marquee, display arena and stalls  http://www.crookhamvillage-pc.org.uk/HortSoc.htm 

CONTACT – Janet Jones at janet@mauvedrop.com or phone 01252842174 

NEW FOREST SHOW – 26/27/28th July 

Group members have attended and demonstrated at this show for a number of years and will be there this year too   

http://www.newforestshow.co.uk/website/ 

CONTACT – Mark Allery at woodland.antics@virgin.net  01428641708 or Peter Jameson at wendy_peterj@tiscali.co.uk 

01202603202 

STOCK GAYLARD OAK FAIR –SATURDAY 27TH AUGUST 

Representatives of both Dorset and Hampshire Coppice groups are present at this show  

http://www.stockgaylard.com/oak-fair/oak-fair-at-stock-gaylard.html 

CONTACT – Andrew Langmead or Toria Wissett-Warner at office@stockgaylard.com or phone 0196323511 

Charcoal Bags 
 

HCCG has purchased another batch of charcoal bags. Unfortunately since we last purchased them a couple of years ago, the 

price of paper and everything else they use has gone up significantly, so we are now selling them at 41p per bag. This still 

represents good value for money as they have the HCCG logo and reasons for using local charcoal on them. All you have to 

do is add your own name and address label. 

If you want any, please contact Chris Westcott on 02392 595147. They are only available to Coppice Group members, so we 

will need to be sure you have paid up before you purchase. Payment can be by cash, cheque or direct payment, but please 

contact us first. 

Social Secretary 

 
Lucie Cowles has very kindly agreed to become the 

Social Secretary and arrange a few events for us. We 

hope to include at least skittles and a barbecue this 

summer, so please support any events organised. 

Management Committee 
 

Christine Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

(Chairman and The Teller co-editor) 

Peter Jameson, Member 01202 603202 (Vice Chairman) 

Toni Brannon, Assoc 02392 580988 (Secretary) 

Steve Reed, Assoc (Treasurer) 

Peter Lane, Member 01425 654413 

John Westcott, Member 02392 596720 

Matt Melton, Member 07843 740431 
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