
Editors Snippet
Hi all hope you have all 

survived the wet weather this 
winter and lets all look forward to 
a brighter summer. Just wanted to 
share some pictures of the Taster 
Day. 

 As you can see some were 
more busy than most! 

The weather did try to dampen 
the proceedings but with true 
british grit! or is that stupidity we 
soldiered on and the sun came out 
Hooray!  

Jilly had done it again a 
very well organized and well 

attended day. This will 
be a hard act to follow 
as  Jilly is  stepping 
down from organizing 
this  event she has  set 
the bar at a very high 
level.

  

                                                               

This years  Open Day is the 
12th April all welcome. Anyone 
wishing to help please email David 
Ewers      

The ladies in the food marquee 
provided us with hot sustenance 
and the tea never dried up a huge 
well done to them.

Copy due for next newsletter 
end of  June please.

WINTER AND SPRING EDITION

Woodland Whispers
SPRING 2014

DCG Taster day
October 2013

Remember, a wood that pays, is a wood that stays !

www.dorsetcoppicegroup.co.uk
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Chairmans Chippings

Well another year gone! The weather has been interesting, cold, hot and now wet!!! Reports 
have come back of very successful shows attended during the last year and we have had some 
good members meetings too. A full list of this years meetings is already in the pipeline and this 
will be available to view on the website once it is complete.

This Autumn Yewstock School from Sturminster Newton had a very enjoyable Autumn working 
the coppice at Bonsley< they constructed several hurdles around the water tanks and they also 
made some items that they were able to take home. Jim Bettle and I attended a Woodland 
Seminar at Highgrove House hosted by the Forestry Commission and HRH Prince Charles. Jim 
and I are now planning an education event in the near future but it is still in the early stages yet 
and so news on that later.

Several of DCG members attended the launch of the NCFed in London. For those not aware, the 
next national Gathering of the NCFed is to be held here in Dorset on the weekend of the 18/19 
October, details will be available soon. Paul Vodden and his team are organising the NCFed 
Gathering and will need assistance from the Group to help plan the weekend and also help 
during the weekend itself, so please do as much as you can, when help is requested, to make 
the event a success here in Dorset. 

Our Open /Bean Pole day is to held on the 12th April at Bonsley.  Dave Ewers will be organising 
the day. We will not be having a Taster day this year.

Our Web site is well and truly up and running so please take the time to have a look and please 
send in any request of notification of any kind or any items you want to sell – the more 
information that is uploaded regularly the more interesting it is to the reader.  Also, there are 
still gaps in the members listing on the website so if you have not yet sent In your details and 
wish them to appear then please send them to me and my PA will upload them. All members 
details were lost when we left the previous website host so you will have to send in fresh info if 
you wish to be included.  This should include a statement to say that you would like your 
details to be added.

There is a Gallery section on the website so please take plenty of photos this year at shows and 
meetings and send them onto me to be added to the site.  I have a shared Dropbox folder that I 
use for DCG photos and so if anyone would like to have access to this please advise of your 
email address so that I can send you an invite.  I find this to be the easiest way to share photos 
due to their size but if anyone knows of a better method then please let me know.

Hope to see as many of you as possible at the Open/Beanpole day. And lastly, a very big thank 
you all who have helped in any way with the running of the DCG whether it be with chainsaw, 
wooden spoon, keyboard or any other medium.

Clear Skies 
Dave partridge 
Chairman          
Dorset Coppice Group

Chair Dave Partridge Returning fromNCFed meeting 
in London. Who's that in the back ground?

Photo Jim Bettle 

Hey did I say anything about 

our Open Day on 12th April 
running along side the 

National Bean Pole Week
Don't Miss it!



Where does the term “Bodging” come from?

There is a notice in the building at Bonsley that purports to explain where the term bodging 
comes from, having assisted Pete Jameson Pole in his role as Pole Lathe Turners Association 
local contact over the last few years, I have often wondered how accurate these are.  None of 
the explanations I have heard so far to my mind have adequately linked the term meaning pole 
lathe turner to the other, better known meaning: a person who does not do a job well.

I am currently reading More Than Seventy Summers by Tony Harman and Ruth Boyd.  Tony 
Harman farmed in Buckinghamshire from the 1930’s, has written for the Guardian and his 
Television series Seventy Summers was first broadcast on the BBC in 1986.  In his book he 
mentions the Windsor chair makers of High Wycombe.  He states “It started in the beech woods 
with people called bodgers making parts of the chairs” and he goes on to say “the 
Buckinghamshire word has become part of the English language (the new meaning deriving 
from the fact that bodgers half finished their work).”  To my mind this seems a more logical 
explanation of the word and ties it nicely to the craft of pole lathe turning, what do others 
think?

Paul Vodden

DCG and Dorset Wildlife Trust have agreed to a 'Memorandum of Understanding' .  The aim of 
this is for both groups to work closer together and to inform each other of any interesting aspects 
to do with coppicing and general woodland environment.  You can read the MoU below.

Andrew Pollard DWT, Paul Vodden and Dave Partridge  



The Living Classroom

The classroom has really come into it’s own over the last few months.  Since September, we have had a group of eight 
Year 11 students from Yewstock School in Sturminster Newton coming up to Bonsley for work-related learning.  Four of 
our members – Pete Moors, Dave Partridge, Pete Snelson and Paul Vodden (with some additional help from others – see 
below) have been teaching them about coppicing as well as some of the associated crafts. 

They made hurdles to be used as screens around the rainwater harvesting tanks, a charcoal burners’ one legged stool and 
walking sticks, as well as doing a bit of hedgelaying behind the classroom.  With Charles Buckler they learnt how to use a 
horse for moving felled timber, and Terry Heard showed them how to make charcoal, which they used for a barbeque on 
the last session before Christmas, followed by a quiz & treasure hunt around the wood.   Mark Warn from the Forestry 
Commission also came and talked to them about his work and that of the FC in general.

Their head teacher was pleased with how it went, considering it was a new thing for us and he wants it to become an 
annual exercise with the Year 11s as well as bringing some of the other groups up to Bonsley for shorter sessions.   This 
work brings in vital funds for DCG as well as income for the various instructors.    

Hannah Worthington (DCG) will be liaising with the school regarding the shorter sessions, which will be mainly for the 
younger children, and hopefully the instructors involved with the pilot sessions will want to be involved again with the 
next group, but we are keen to involve other members as well.  So if there are any of you who feel confident enough to 
teach a group of about eight 15 & 16 year olds with learning difficulties, then do let me know.  I would expect we will 
follow the same pattern as before, i.e. coppicing in the morning and a craft session in the afternoon, we will cover the 
same crafts as before, but if anyone can offer a different one then that will be considered.
 

Jilly Snelson

The Board have been working on the production of a new Group website which is now live.  Now is the 
opportunity for you to have your details added so that those members of the public looking to purchase 
your service and products know where you are and how to contact you.  Please send a photo and 
description of your services and/or products to me pcba@vodden.freeserve.co.uk and I will ensure they 
are uploaded.
 
Paul Vodden

 Living Classroom Hire
Donʼt forget the Living Classroom is a great place to hold courses, meetings etc. Membersʼ rate is 
£15 for half a day and £30 for a full day Contact Jilly Snelson for details and availability 01963 
23680

News Letter
Hi all this is your News Letter so if  you have anything you would like to ask, share or add 
please email me at randalls.farm@btinternet.com
We are also on Facebook and don't forget the Open Day 12th April

David Ewers 

Hey did I say anything about 

our Open Day on 12th April 
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National Bean Pole Week
Don't Miss it!
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Hurley sticks

Hurley is a game played widely in Ireland that is nominally a more violent form of hockey, apologies to 
Irish readers for “dumbing down” your national game!  The hurley, or stick, used in the game used to be 
made from ash grown  in Ireland but this is now scarce and the wood is usually sourced from abroad. 

Being a place where ash grows in some profusion, the UK is an important source.  I am currently 
coppicing overstood hazel on the Cranborne estate in North East Dorset and came across some ash that 
had been cut for hurley sticks.  I thought there might be some interested in seeing how ash is harvested 
for this unusual purpose.

The appropriate dimensioned 
ash tree is severed about 5 feet 
(1 and half m) from the ground 
by the forester and left to be 
extracted by the buyer.



The buyer then clears the earth 
from the base of the stump to 
expose the top of the roots 
where it is then severed.  The 
natural curve in the wood thus 
created gives strength to the 
hurley stick once it is made.

The characteristic, dish like 
stump level with or just below 
the ground is all that is left.  
One wonders at the cost in 
chains and bars cutting so 
close, if not actually into, the 
soil!

Thanks to Paul Vodden for this piece

Hey did I say anything about 

our Open Day on 12th April 
running along side the 

National Bean Pole Week
Don't Miss it!



                                                                Shows to Date

Sunday 28th April
Dorset Day
Clayesmore School, Iwerne Minster                                                    Please contact Alex.
(Alex and Dave Ewers attending)
 
Saturday 17th and Sunday 18th May
Jurassic Fantastic Spring Tide Food Festival
Hive Beach, Burton Bradstock                                            Please contact Mandy.
(Mandy and Alex attending)

Sunday 25th May 2014
Tolpuddle Street Fayre                               Please contact organisers directly on 
nettie.pitman@gmail.com
(Alex attending)
 
Saturday 24th, Sunday 25th and Monday 26th May
River Cottage Fair
Axminster, Devon
Demonstraters rather than just sellers needed for this please.  Please contact 
Mandy.
 
Saturday 21st June
Blackdown Hills Woodland Fair
Wellington, Somerset                       Please contact te organisers directly on 
victoria.norris@silvanus.org.uk
(Mandy, Jilly & Pete, Tim Dunning attending)
 
Wednesday 20th August
Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show                         Please contact Mandy.
(Alex and Jim & Marg attending)
 
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th August
Stock Gaylard Oak Fair
Sturminster Newton                                                   Please contact Dave Partridge

Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th September
2nd Holnest Country Fayre
Holnest, near Sherborne          Please contact organisers directly via their website: 
http://www.futureroots.net/news/holnest-country-fayre-2014/
(Jilly & Pete attending)
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                                                    For Sale & Wanted
Billhook holder £12.50 to Coppice Group

members (plus p & p) Contact Pete Snelson
01963 23680

Woodturning Classes
Pen making with David Ewers
lesson in how to turn a pen.

All  bits and tools supplied  and tea at my home in Poole
£25.00

Contact David on 01202 621508

Dates for your Diary
 Bonsley work party in preparation for Open Day 5th April 
 Bonsley set up day 11th April  – Preparation for Open Day 

12th April - Open Day and Beanpole Day - Bonsley 
7th June (provisional) Members Taster Day & BBQ see Toby Hoad
4th September Members day see Toby Hoad
18th 19th October National Gathering hosted by DCG Details speak to Paul Vodden
5th December Winter meeting See Toby Hoad
Other Bonsley workdays usually on a Thursday, but check with Mike Wallis (01202 576005)

Current Board Members
Chairman & Website co-ordinator# – Dave Partridge - 07795 384204# -# partridge@aol.com 

Vice Chair# - Pete Moors - 07717 182619 - i_love_wood@yahoo.co.uk 

Secretary, Treasurer, Membership & Classroom Co-ordinator – Jilly Snelson – 01963 23680 - 
coppiceworks@aol.com 

N.C. Fed Rep.# –# Paul Vodden - 07891 053256 - pcba@vodden.freeserve.co.uk

Publicity & show co-ordinator – Mandy Staple – 07767 893324 - mandy@hedgerowcrafts.co.uk 

Bonsley Work Group – Pete Snelson – 01963 23680 – coppiceworks@aol.com
 
Meeting minutes & General scribe#- George Darwall - 01747 811888 – ghddarwall@yahoo.co.uk 

Social Secretary - Toby Hoad – 07984 488894 - toby@greenwoodworkshop.co.uk

Other members – Jim Bettle – 07795 205228 - jimbettle@dorsetcharcoal.co.uk

Non Board Member David Ewers Editor of News Letter - 01202 621508 - 
randalls.farm@btinternet.com
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