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Hiring the Living Classroom Members rates £30 per day or £15 for half day.

The Living Classroom is a great space for meetings courses etc, please contact Jilly Snelson, if you
need any more information or for a booking form

Hi all,
Thank you for letting me become your Chair-
man. I see myself as just the name at the top of
the page. The DCG is a team, as demonstrated at
the Open/Bean Pole Day, with everyone pulling
together to produce a very enjoyable, profession-
al event. It is my wish to encourage all members
to participate in some way in the group so if you
have any sort of skill, ( not necessarily in coppic-
ing), you could share with the group, then please
let me know.  We already have a member who has
agreed to hold a non related workshop in Sep-
tember; details later when fully confirmed.

I would like to encourage an open dialog with all
member so if you have any issues you would like
to discuss, please do get in touch.  If you have
any suggestions you think could improve the
group, again let myself or one of the board
members know.
Clear skies
Dave



For Sale and Wanted

Spoon / crook knives I have a supply of left and right hand knives made by Ben Orford available for
sale at £30 each or £28 for group members.

Frosts Mora Carving Knives 120 and 106 Pattern with a plastic sheath normally £17 each or £15 to
members.  Contact Paul Brayshaw 01202 603245.

 for attaching to belt. £10 to members Contact Pete Snelson
01963 23680

If you have anything for sale or wanted, please let the editor Paul know so we can publish details here,
contact details are: email paul@pbrayshaw.co.uk or telephone 01202 603245.

Wow!  Weren’t we lucky with the weather for this – rain and wind for days beforehand, torrential
downpours whilst setting up the marquee on the Friday and then Saturday   SUNSHINE !   A few spots
of rain late morning, but not enough to worry about and then bright and mild for the rest of the day.

We had 23 members, either demonstrating or just helping out and we picked up another four new
members during the day, which is brilliant.  Everyone really worked well and the layout of stands and
activities seemed to work.   It was lovely to see Charles and his logging horse coming through the ‘glade’
from time to time, and we now have some timber to be milled.

The number of visitors was disappointing I must admit.  Next year we’ll work harder on the publicity,
but I do think many were put off by the weather forecast which indicated showers all over our area.  We
cannot help that, but we can improve on the publicity, and hopefully next year we will have more
activities available for children.

I hope all the members enjoyed the day and that those who were selling things managed to make some
money.  The Group made a profit on the refreshments, general sales and the tombola, so, along with
gaining some new members, I think we can say it was a successful day.

I have sent out an email thank you to everyone, but just in case anyone missed it, I will say again
THANK YOU to everyone who helped.

That’s all for now.

Jilly Snelson
4th May 2012



Coppice Group visit to Kingley Vale.

One of the perennial comments received from its members by those who run membership organisations
is, “What do I get for my membership?”  Of course, the obvious response is, “You get as much out as
you put in, if you don’t put anything in, you won’t get much out!”  However, with this thought in mind,
I decided to organise a visit to the Natural England reserve at Kingley Vale in West Sussex, near
Chichester.  The Group’s Management Board agreed to endorse this visit by funding the cost of a mini
bus, if there were enough members interested in going to make hiring one worthwhile.  In the end 12
of us met on the morning of the 1st of May to board the bus and head on to West Sussex.  Remembering
people’s names was made a bit easier by the fact that there were five Petes!  Trying to attract the
attention of a particular Pete was somewhat problematic, though!

After a few hundred yards someone shouted “where’s ......?“ (name withheld to avoid embarrassment,
but good chance he was a Pete), after a quick phone call it was discovered this person had forgotten!
After a short detour the group was up to full compliment.

The journey took about an hour and a half
and we arrived at the pub where we  had pre
ordered our lunch, the Horse and Groom at
East Ashling.  Waiting for us was the Chair-
man of the Hampshire Group, Chris West-
cott and her husband John, Secretary, Toni
Brannon and her husband, Les and Hamp-
shire member Chris.  Shortly after we arrived
we were joined by Sussex and Surrey Group
members, Alan and Joe Waters who had
lunch with us, but did not visit the reserve.
The service was excellent and the beer tasty
and not too pricey.  I was pleased to find the
hostelry provided one of my favourite ales,
Summer Lightning, by the Hop Back Brew-

ery in Downton near Salisbury.  However, as it has an ABV of 5%
I handed the keys of the minibus to Pete Jameson to take over
driving for the rest of the day.

We were met by the manager of the reserve, Katherine Birch, who
took us on a two and a half hour guided tour.  Some of us were
lucky to see one of the first hobbies of the year as it whipped
through the sky above us.  First we visited the grove of ancient
yews, some of which are believed to be as much as 2,500 years old,
making them some of the oldest living things in Britain.  They were
certainly impressive with their gnarled trunks, many feet in diam-
eter.  One tree is called the Grandfather Tree, when the branches
of a yew touch the ground they root and produce a ‘child’, this tree
had done this twice in succession hence its name.

Our tour continued with a hike up the chalk downlands, through
a much younger but extensive yew forest, until we arrived at the



top of the downs, with a magnificent view of Chichester Harbour and the sea beyond.  The days prior
to our trip had been notable because of, as I am sure you will remember, the torrential and continuous
rain, in fact it was raining whilst we drove up to Sussex.  However, by the time we got to the pub the
sun had come out so that when we got to the top of the downs there was hardly a cloud in the sky and
we were stripped down to shirt sleeves!  It had turned into a wonderful day.

Eventually, we made our way down to the car park and took our leave.  Everyone expressed their
appreciation for a great day that had included seeing some unique trees in their unique habitat for the
paltry cost of the price of a meal!

On the way home we decided to stop of at “LG’s
office” at Minstead.  LG or Larrie Gardener was a
charcoal burner in the New Forest for more than 30
years and one of Pete Jameson’s mentors.  His “office”
is the Trusty Servant public house on the village green.
LG has never had a phone so he used the pub’s phone
to conduct his business.  His regular attendance at the
pub to wash away the charcoal dust meant that the
publican did not begrudge him the occasional phone
call.  We were pleased that LG was able to join us for
a swift half before we continued home.

After various diversions to drop people off we arrived back in Broadstone at about 8.45 that evening
and those of us that were left wended our weary way to our various homes, the Snellsons having to
travel the furthest to near Sherborne.

Feedback indicates that this was a successful event
enjoyed by all who attended and I hope to organise
more in future.  However, those who came were the
usual suspects, members who are seen at work days
and helping to set up the various events we hold at
Bonsley.  I hope that we might be able to attract other
members whom we do not often see so I would be very
interested to receive ideas of venues for future trips.  I
chose a weekday for this trip because I thought that as
most members are self employed and can more easily
take a day off during the week, the venue would be less

crowded, but if I am wrong in this assumption and people would rather we went on a weekend, please
let me know.  Any other comments would be most gratefully received.

I would like to take this opportunity for thanking Katherine Birch for setting aside the best part of three
hours to take us round the reserve and for making it such an interesting and memorable visit.  I would
also like to thank the weather gods for providing a cloudless, sunny and balmy day!

Paul Vodden



Photographs by Nick Baxter



Sir, Peter Jennings (letter, April 10) states that fine old hedges are still being lost, “when only
some traditional coppicing, laying, double fencing and planting up of the gaps is required”.

The fundamental problem with hedges is not now their deliberate destruction. Hedge laying is
expensive, and there is no spare labour on farms to do it. Repeated mechanical trimming has
created top heavy bushes interspersed with gaps and few hedgerow trees. Grant aid for
restoration cannot reverse the decades of neglect and mismanagement during which conserva-
tionists seemed concerned only by “grubbing up”.

I have pointed out (letter, January 29, 2002) that hedge-laying is like bee-keeping: generally
“uneconomic” as a full-time occupation, but an excellent remunerative hobby. The UK has tens
of thousands of bee keepers - and over a million subscribers to conservation charities. Nature
lovers taking practical action would have far more impact than any number of county ecologists.

George Darwall    Fontmell Magna, Dorset.



COPPICE WEEK 2012
AT GODINTON HOUSE, ASHFORD, KENT

A rare event for people to learn and enjoy coppice crafts in beautiful outdoor sur-
roundings, in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere with some of the country’s most
experienced experts and craftsmen.

(Prices have been reduced by RDPE funding for farmers and woodland workers)
Courses Available

More details about the courses and tutors next page:

1 - Day Course Tutor Dates Group
Size

RDPE
Cost

Besom Brooms, Hay Rakes and
Tent Pegs

Terry Heard 10 June 6 £33

Introduction to Tree Bark
Weaving

Mark Lloyd 10 or 13 June 6 £33

Eastern European Fan Birds Sean Hellman 10 or 11 June 3 £55

Introduction to Spoon Carving Peter Maton 12 June 6 £33

Introduction to Bent Hazel
Chairs

Richard Hobbs 14 June 4 £40

2 – Day Courses Tutor Dates Group
Size

RDPE
Cost

Willow Garden Structures and
Panels

John Waller 11-12 June 6 £55

Traditional Chestnut Gate
 Hurdles

Alan Sage 13-14 June 6 £55

Traditional Wooden Clog Soles Jeremy Atkinson 14-15 June 2 £125

3 – Day Courses Tutor Dates Group
Size

RDPE
Cost

Charcoal Making – Ancient and
Modern

Alan Waters 12-14 June 8 £60

Traditional Hampshire Hazel
Hurdles

Neil Mclaughlan 11-13 June 6 £80



Besom Brooms, Hay Rakes and Tent Pegs
By Terry Heard of Dorset Coppicing Ltd. dorset.coppicingltd@virgin.net

Learn to use traditional tools such as stock knives, shave horses, drawknives and axes to make a
variety of beautiful items to be used and admired around the home.
This is an accessible course and perfect for those who want to be introduced to the joy of working
with green wood.

*****

Introduction to Tree Bark Weaving
By Mark Lloyd

marklloyd10@yahoo.co.uk

Begin by peeling the bark from freshly felled coppice poles and
end by weaving small baskets.

In time and with practice, the sky is the limit!

This course may be the start of a new creative hobby?

*****
Eastern European Fan Birds
By Sean Hellman www.seanhellman.com

Fan birds are an old traditional craft of Europe and Russia, originally made with just a knife.

They seem impossible, a delicate bird made from one piece of wood, but these birds are easily
whittled from various coppice woods.

All tools and materials provided, you will leave with at least two fan birds and the knowledge to
make them on your own.

The tradition and folklore will be explained as well.

*****



An Introduction to Spoon Carving
By Peter Maton Pm01@e-mile.co.uk

*****

Introduction to Bent Hazel Chairs
By Richard Hobbs richardhobbs69@gmail.com

This course will show you how to make beautiful chairs and seats from Hazel commonly found in
many woodlands, hedges and even gardens.
It may be the start of a whole new hobby or source of income.
Expect to work hard, probably to have sore hands, but be very satisfied with your result!

Tools will be provided, but if you have your own cordless drill and small hammer, it may be helpful
to bring these with you.

*****



Willow Garden Structures and Panels
By John Waller info@underwoodsman.co.uk

This is a 1 or 2 day course on making functional, beautiful garden structures.
Obelisks (pictured below), sweet pea frames, mini-hurdles, ‘sunflower’ plant supports... learn
some strong, reliable weaves to shape your structures”

*****

Traditional Chestnut Gate Hurdles
By Alan Sage info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Learn how to make the traditional Kentish style sweet chestnut gate hurdle.
The course will involve a brief history of different uses & regional styles, material selection, stor-
age & preparation. Shaving & cleaving out the rails, heads, braces & strop. Creating tight fitting
oval mortice & tenons, pointing the heads & drilling & nailing the various components together. All
the tools & materials required will be provided.   (Please wear steel toe cap shoes or boots)

*****



Wooden Clog Soles
By Jeremy Atkinson jeremymark@atkinsontq.wanadoo.co.uk

This course will suit those with some experience in coppice crafts and using woodworking tools.
Jeremy is the only working hand-crafted clog maker in Britain, and this is a rare opportunity to
learn this unusual craft from a real expert.
You will be taught how to fashion alder and sycamore into clogs using special stock knives. The
skills are difficult to learn, but very rewarding to those who take up the challenge!

*****

Charcoal - Ancient and Modern
By Alan Waters wildwoodcoppice@btinternet.com

This course will take you through the evolution of charcoal making from the ancient but still effec-
tive ‘Earthburn’ method, through the more familiar use of ‘Ring Kilns’ and finally will introduce a
new and cutting edge ‘Mobile Retort’ system.
You will see the relative merits of each system in terms of setting up costs, speed and effort and
the all important ratio of return.

Suitable for both the experienced and the first-timer, you can either do some valuable technical
research or just experience being a ‘collier’ for 3 days and life will never seem the same again!

*****

Traditional Hampshire Hazel Hurdles
By Neil McLaughlan wildwoodcoppice@btinternet.com

Learn hurdle making from the guy who makes them for a living.
Neil is the real deal. He is professional coppice worker who we have persuaded to take time out to
pass on his skills and experience.

This course will suit both the experienced and new comer, as you will all get a thorough grounding
in the subject. However, those who have some experience will gain from Neil’s mentoring style
and will be able to take their hurdle making to a new level. Those who are new to hazel hurdles
you will be rewarded richly, but be prepared for sore hands!

Tools and first class materials will be provided, but if you have some favourite tools you are used
to using, please bring these with you?

*****



By George Darwall
I’d spent several days laying a hedge, co-existing with a row of posts and a single strand of barbed wire
that ran parallel to it at the bottom of the bank. The wire had taken occasional nibbles at the back of my
jacket, but friends regularly give me discarded coats so I treat them as expendable. With the laying
finished, all that remained was to throw the cuttings over from one side to be burnt on a bonfire on the
other.
The mountain of brambles and thorn on my pitchfork somewhat obscured my view. I balanced it
upright when approaching the hedge; crouched as I prepared to pitch the load gracefully over;
straightened out to do so and found a wire barb embedded to full depth in the ball of my thumb.

Reflections:
(1) I believe there’s an artery around there somewhere.
(2) All the edged tools were safely in the back of my car.

Rocky Vodden in guard dog mode

Copy dates for the next two newsletters
End of August for mid September publication

End of November for mid December publication

Thank you to all those who have sent in articles for this newsletter, and to those who are thinking
about submitting something for the next one, please find the copy deadline dates above.  I would
prefer if possible submissions via email if possible and they can be sent to paul@pbrayshaw.co.uk.

Articles about anything wood related will be of interest to others within the group, do you have a
story to tell, if yes, then tell it through your newsletter.

Thank you in Anticipation
Paul Brayshaw



Paul’s and Peter’s Day by the Sea
(have kiln will travel!)

Dorset Coppice Group member Paul Vodden, is currently in the provisional, planning stage of a
possible series of courses at Hugh Fearnly-Wittingstall’s River Cottage HQ on the Dorset/Devon
Border, above Lyme Regis.  He had been given a present of a day’s cooking course at the end of which
he had floated the idea of running courses based around cooking properly on a barbeque in combina-
tion with learning how charcoal is made.  To aid the thought process, he was invited to turn out a kiln
for the Friends of R.C. Spring Open Day and took Peter Jameson along to help as it easier to move a
kiln, even a small one, with two people.

The weather on the day, Saturday 24th March, was dry and sunny with a cool on shore wind to keep the
smoke blowing nicely away from the site.  The kiln
site was right next to the sewage digester so the wind
direction was doubly fortuitous in that it blew the
smell of that away as well!  As the wood had been
transported from Dorset, there was not quite enough
to fill the kiln but the burn was a nice fast one as the
timber was selected, dry chestnut.

As there were two of them to mind a small kiln, they
kept themselves amused by, in Paul’s case, making a
hay rake while Pete made spars, gypsy pegs and
flowers.

Other crafts on site included Dave Budd blacksmithing and the Big Basket Company on baskets.  Pete
had an interesting chat with someone from a university on biochar and a number of staff of River
Cottage showed interest in what was being done, although Hug F-W was away filming overseas,
apparently.

Anyhow Pete and Paul had an interesting time on an
interesting site.  The television programmes do not show
the steepness of the site and Paul’s knees and Pete’s ankle
were made aware of how steep it is, old age and gravity can
be an irksome combination!!

When Peter saw the sign on the paddock gate he was
unsure if they had been listening to his wife, Wendy’s, take
on his public speaking or if at his time of life he should take
the sign as a compliment!! (If you cannot read it, it says

).



Diary Dates for 2012

03-07/08/2012  Dorset’s Art & Crafts Bovington Middle School
(outside area) Contact Gavin Russell 01305 832880

Saturday 9th June Work day at Bonsley
 Next Board Meeting 7.30pm Wednesday 18th July at Bonsley

Members meeting Friday 20th July at Bonsley
Thusday 20th September Dorset Button makers evening at Bonsley

Members Meeting Wednesday 3rd October at Bonsley
Craft Taster Day in October next year 20th October 2012

Members Pre Christmas Social Thursday 6th December venue TBC

Here is a list of shows that the Group could attend if there is interest - we are already
booked into Shaftesbury & Gillingham, The Oak Fair and Sturminster Newtwon Cheese

Festival as Vicki is co-ordinating these ones telephone Vicki on 01305 269879.

So if anyone else wants to do those ones, please contact Vicki directly.

For any others please ask the members to contact Mandy by email
mandy@hedgerowcrafts.co.uk

3rd & 4th June Green Community Fair, Poole Park

16th June Saxon Inn Craft & Produce Fair, Child Okeford

7th July Blackdown Woodland Fair, Wellington, Somerset

14th July Ashley Heath Country Fayre

21st & 22nd July South Downs Woodland Fair, Petersfield

15th Aug Shaftesbury & Gillingham Show (Vicki)

25th Aug Stock Gaylard Oak Fair (Vicki)

8th & 9th Sep Sturminster Newton Cheese Festival (Vicki)

6th Oct Litton Cheney Family Green Fair & Apple Day

6th & 7th Oct Moors Valley Countryside Fair

Some of these are offering free places and some I can negotiate for discounted rates if we
demonstrate and if we get enough of us who want to attend!

18th August 2012 Spoon Carving workshop at Bonsley  10 - 4pm
£60 per person contact Paul Brayshaw 01202 603245

12th August Spoon Carving Workshop at The Green wood Workshop in the Purbeck’s
9.30 - 5.30 pm  £60 per person contact Toby Hoad  01929 426290

Advertise your courses here


