
Firstly my apologies for not getting 

this out before Christmas; there has 

been plenty going on in the back-

ground which can now be reported. 

Secondly my best wishes to one and 

all , hoping you had an enjoyable 

festive season and are now back in 

the swing of things after the joys of 

the strangely seasonal weather 

we’ve been having. 

Inside this issue are a number of 

events coming up; some are regular 

fixtures, some are new. All things 

considered I expect 2010 to be a 

busy, entertaining, and hopefully 

profitable year for the group. 

There are also some new challenges, 

including the intervention of the EU 

through their REACH legislation. 

We are already indebted to Paul 

Vodden and the HCCG for leading 

the search for clarification and hope-

fully exemption, thought this may 

be some time away. 

Many other members have been busy 

including Tracy Peplar with her Wood-

fairs Website www.woodfairs.co.uk and 

of course Gemma with ours at: 

www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com 

 

There are also a number of things to 

report from last year including the 

CANW Conference and the issues that 

it has raised.  

One general objective for 2010 is to 

forge new links with groups and indi-

viduals in other areas. There are many 

people we meet occasionally, at shows 

and on our travels, and the exchange of 

knowledge and points of view can only 

benefit the Coppice world as a whole. 

Please make a point of letting us know 

when you think there is someone who 

we should be added to the circulation 

list and kept in the loop. 

Beyond that, Happy New Year. 

John S. 
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Diary Dates 

• February 18th—Members Meeting—B.C.P. 7.30pm.  

                          James Mursell—The Windsor Workshop.  

                          www.thewindsorworkshop.co.uk 

• April 22nd —Members Meeting—B.C.P. 7.30pm. Longbows- tba 

• June 10/11/12—South Of England Show 

• June 18th—20th—Loseley Gardening Show 

• July 3rd—Hands On Day—Fernhurst Furnace  

• Mid July—Connect With The Countryside 

• July 15th—A.G.M.—Philip’s Roundhouse. 

• @ Aug 11th— Earthburn. Exact dates & venue-  tba 

• September  17/18/19—Weald Woodfair 

• September  30th—Members Meeting—B.C.P. 7.30pm.  

• October 6/7/8 South East Coppice Conference. Lodge Hill. 

• December  9th—Members Meeting—Informal gathering , venue  t.b.a. 



Memberships:  

The annual subs have remained 

at £20 for another year but this 

year we hope to get them in be-

fore Easter! 

 

Please send cheques to Ian or, 

failing that, bring them to the 

Meeting on Feb 18th at B.C.P. 

 

Ian White 

2, Chapel Close 

Dummer. Hants. RG25 2AB 

Hants.  

 

Tel: 01256 397 919 

 

Enquiries to: 

Ian@greenboot.co.uk 

 

Kent County Show: 
 

Late news just in!!! The Kent 

County Show 17/18/19 July have 

reinstated the Pale Making com-

petition amongst their numerous 

other attractions.  

Are there any budding competi-

tors in the SSCG out there? 

Last year’s event was generally 

reckoned to be reasonably success-

ful and we have been lucky enough 

to be invited back again. 

The major difference this year is 

that we will be inviting people 

from all-over the country. 

The basic format will probably 

stay roughly the same but if we 

can arrange some site visits for 

those who may not be familiar 

with the type and quality of wood-

land that we take for granted, so 

much the better. 

There were a number of opportuni-

ties for improvement highlighted 

with last year’s event and I hope 

this year will be bigger and  

considerably better. Certainly 

maps, directions, and signage will 

all be improved for the SATNAV 

generation! 

 

To that end I would greatly appre-

ciate suggestions for improve-

ments and additional activities 

that would add to the event. 

 

It would also be good to add to the 

list of guests from around the 

country, so start getting those 

ideas and names in. 

 

Security 
The stories of break-ins and theft 

of plant and equipment in the ru-

ral world are many and varied. 

Sadly all of us have either been 

victims or know others who have. 

There are a number of initiatives 

shaping up to help combat this 

type of crime including the use of 

DNA impregnated sprays.  

 

These can be used to cover equip-

ment with a fine mist with a 

unique code. Should it be stolen 

and then recovered this can link 

the item with the rightful owner 

and, hopefully link the thief with a 

suitable prison sentence!  

 

I don’t have the details of this yet 

but would be keen to hear of other 

ideas and initiatives that may be 

worth pursuing which may, in 

time, attract some grant aid. 

Shorts: 

Hands on Day 3/7/10—Fernhurst Furnace 
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Coppice Surveys:  

One of the reasons the Coppice 

world has been under-

represented and sometimes over-

looked has been the lack of infor-

mation getting to the F.C. 

 

They seem to view all woodland 

activity in terms of area cut. 

 

We are extremely fortunate that 

Debbie Bartlett is fighting our 

cause, collating data, and mak-

ing representations on our be-

half. It is in our best interests to 

give her the information so she 

can help us access those mighty 

corridors of power! 

 

I would urge all of you to com-

plete her surveys every time you 

finish a coup. 

 

In days to come perhaps we could 

add it to our new website as a 

downloadable form. 

 

For Further info & forms: 

debbiemfbartlett@googlemail.com 

Websites: 

The Coppice Group Website is 

now: 

www.coppicegroup.wordpress.

com We have asked for all traffic 

from our old site to be automati-

cally redirected to our new site. 

 

Please contact Gemma Root 

with links, contributions, re-

quests and suggestions. 

Tracy Peplar has been keeping 

busy, (as ever) and has created a 

site well worth a visit 

www.woodfairs.co.uk 

 

Dozens of shows to choose from, 

all round the country! 

 



CANW Conference 

2009 
The Coppice Association North 

West invited us to their Confer-

ence, and, as many of you know we 

sent a varied contingent. This in-

cluded Alan & Jo Waters, Debbie 

Bartlett, Dave Rossney, Steve 

Homewood, and myself. Others 

you may know who were there in-

cluded Toni Brannon, Pete 

Jameson, Paul Clear, and Fiona 

Tooth. 

We were treated to some interest-

ing presentations and some site 

visits. These included an area of 

new coppice creation, and an 

earth-burn. I can only give you my 

personal view and you may find 

the others saw things differently; I 

may have it all wrong, feel free to 

ask the others.  

The new coppice is achieving it’s 

objective; those involved feel they 

are doing something worthwhile 

and have a sense of achievement 

which is great. I have my doubts 

whether it will ever become viable; 

even with continued considerable 

grant and other voluntary input it 

is unlikely ever to break even.  

The earth-burn again was a huge 

success in terms of engaging 

scouts in outdoor activity. On a 

technical level it raised numerous 

questions about authenticity and 

indeed practicality, not all of these 

can be put down to ‘regional varia-

tions.’ It was good for the kids all 

the same. 

Now we come to the rub: CANW 

are keen to establish a National 

Coppice Association, and there 

may well be some benefit in the 

idea. It would allow access to addi-

tional finance to support the Cop-

pice Industry. 

They have had limited input from full-

time Coppice workers because by 

definition they are ‘full-time’ and not 

naturally given to taking several days 

out to attend conferences. Conse-

quently some of those involved are 

unfamiliar with the industry and more 

focussed on the part-time craft aspect.  

They have reported the event un-

der the banner headline ‘Kent Cop-

pice Conundrum Clouds Coppice 

Conference’. A mildly inflamma-

tory headline straight from the 

tabloid school of writing. 

It might have been better put to 

say ‘Kent Coppice Contingent 

Clarifies Coppice Challenge’. 

Equally tabloid. 

The issue that was clarified was 

that there are significant differ-

ences between the various regions. 

CANW are focussed on creating 

new Coppice and resurrecting an 

industry, not unreasonable as they 

currently have extremely limited 

amounts of either. On the other 

hand the South East has several 

hundred full-time Coppice workers 

and numerous areas where there 

is more in-cycle material to cut 

than people to work it.    

If we don’t talk to each other there 

is a significant danger that deci-

sions will be made based on lim-

ited information or false assump-

tions.  

There is nothing wrong with recog-

nising the part-time craftsmen and 

their concerns, but while they are 

related to the Coppice Industry, 

their concerns are different.  

I think we managed to clarify this 

fundamental difference reasonably 

well and the conference was better 

informed as a result. 

The main outcome was the need to 

set up a return event in the South 

East…….. 

Our thanks must go to all those 

that helped organise the CANW 

Conference and the hosts of the 

extremely interesting site visits.  

 

SE Conference 

2010 
Thankfully we have Debbie Bart-

lett’s continued help and prepara-

tions for the event are advancing. 

Bookings are being made for the 

6th-8th October 2010 at Lodge 

Hill. For further Information: 

debbiemfbartlett@googlemail.com 

The general idea is to provide a 

mixture of discussion and ex-

change of views, informal and for-

mal, with a number of site visits to 

established woods. 

The programme will include: 

• site visits to woods and work 

places 

• discussion of regional differences 

in the coppice industry  

• exploration of the current issues 

for the workforce  

•ideas for future development of 

the industry 

 

The venue, Lodge Hill, West Sus-

sex. provides full board accommo-

dation and has a large fully 

equipped camping facility, with 

tents available for hire.  There will 

be opportunities for informal so-

cialising around the campfire as 

well as more formal sessions.  

Those of you who were at the last 

Hands On Day will remember 

George’s Hog Roast….we hope to 

get him in on the act as well as 

having a Venison element to the 

menu!  

We have already had some finan-

cial support from the F.C and 

West Sussex C.C. which is grate-

fully received. 

Coppice Conferences 
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We are, as a group and an indus-

try, indebted to Paul Vodden for 

bringing this issue out into the 

open and to him and the HCCG 

for pursuing it on our behalf. 

What follows is a short version of 

the story so far: 

REACH stands for: 

Registration, Evaluation, Au-

thorisation and Restriction of 

Chemical substances. A typically 

catchy title. 

 

Apparently it ‘was negotiated 

with the involvement of all EU 

member states and there was ex-

tensive engagement with industry 

and many non-governmental 

bodies (inc.trade unions, green 

lobbyists, consumer groups, re-

tailers, etc).’  

So far I have not heard of anyone 

who was consulted from the 

Charcoal Industry; do any of you 

know of anyone? I’m sure we 

would be most interested to 

know. 

 

It appears that Charcoal was not 

intended to be included within 

the scope of this legislation as ‘its 

clear lack of significant hazards 

means that it is not in scope for 

authorisation and restriction un-

der REACH’. However ‘It is for 

the producers of charcoal to dem-

onstrate a lack of hazard, within 

the REACH framework.’  

 

This will take considerable time 

and expense. 

 

‘If you produce less than 1 tonne 

of charcoal per annum you will 

not have to register.’ 

  

‘If you produce 1 tonne or more 

per year, then you are in scope for 

registration.’ 

 

‘The first step for many compa-

nies has been "pre-registration”, 

which is free and takes very little 

time to complete. This enables 

"registration" to be deferred - un-

til 2018 for those who produce 

less than 100 tonnes/annum.’ 

 

The ‘pre-registration window’ 

closed 1st December 2008.  

 

‘Unfortunately, if you have been 

producing charcoal at a level of 1 

tonne/annum or more over the 

last couple of years, the opportu-

nity for you to have pre-registered 

will have passed and you will al-

ready be in breach of this legisla-

tion. ‘ 

 

No doubt a hefty fine will be in-

volved in the penalty for such a 

breach! 

 

We are still unable to find any of 

those who have been involved in 

the previous discussions, nego-

tiations etc. and the merry-go-

round continues. Apparently 

REACH was negotiated by DE-

FRA, but nobody in DEFRA ac-

tually knows who was involved 

or consulted—investigations con-

tinue! 

 

The current situation is that 

Chris Westcott of the HCCG, 

who a background in and mem-

bership of the Royal Society of 

Chemists, is pursuing the matter 

through her contacts. The matter 

is due to be tabled at the next 

meeting of the Chemical Stake-

holder Forum. Paul continues 

doing an admirable job of com-

municating with the HSE Reach 

Compliance team. 

 

The situation is developing on a 

daily basis and I hope we can 

produce a F.A.Q. sheet in the 

coming months. 

 

Watch this space! 

wanted or available to members, 

recommendations on suppliers, 

courses of interest, techniques and 

a host of other useful bits. 

It is easy enough to be added (or 

One of the successes of the last 

year was the establishment of the 

Google E-Mail group. 

The main benefit to group mem-

bers is that opportunities and en-

quiries can be sent to a large num-

ber of members easily. 

These have ranged from materials 

removed) from the group, just con-

tact Ian White with your e-mail 

address at: 

Ian@greenboot.co.uk 

Reach - E.U. Legislation; the law of 

unintended consequences. 

Google News Group: 
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The Lower Mole Countryside 

Management Project works with 

volunteers to restore coppice for 

biodiversity benefit. Our volun-

teers love the work, but over the 

last five years, we have been 

working to remove our volun-

teers from the equation by look-

ing to involve coppice workers in 

doing the actual coppicing on 

various sites.  

 

The Lower Mole vols stay in-

volved by doing work such as 

putting in site access, site secu-

rity, and doing nature conserva-

tion work (including some coppic-

ing) that adds value to the grant-

supported work. The Project 

looks to support work in other 

ways: negotiating with landown-

ers, pre-work consultation with 

local people, information to local 

residents.  

 

Living Woodlands is a local 

initiative in our urban fringe 

area of North and Central Sur-

rey and Kingston. The suburbs 

are where the majority of people 

live and where there are 

(undeveloped) markets for wood-

land produce.  

 

The aim is to help develop and 

tap into these markets to support 

sustainable woodland manage-

ment and show people how won-

derful managed woodlands can 

be - so as to help re-make the 

link between people and their 

local countryside.  

 

We aim to keep work small scale 

to fit in with the small size of the 

majority of woodlands - this 

seems to suit coppice workers 

and we have several sites work-

ing or about to start up.  

 

We are looking for expressions of 

interest in two sites at present. 

Both are in Mickleham/Headley 

just north of Box Hill.  

 

Dene Wood. Privately-owned 

mixed native hardwoods includ-

ing a component of ancient wood-

land with long-derelict hazel cop-

pice and a small area of over-

stood hazel. Access via a system 

of tracks and rides. Site is 

fenced.  

 

Headley Warren. Privately 

owned, the site is a mosaic of 

chalk grassland, ancient wood-

land and ancient hazel shaws. 

Along the edge of the main wood-

land are areas of hazel-

dominated scrub that has effec-

tively been coppiced over recent 

years by volunteers for a stun-

ning invetebrate fauna - this 

looks like a standing crop of pea 

sticks to me. The site is SAC 

(SSSI and then some) and access 

is problematic. There is a pheas-

ant/partridge shoot on site and 

the site is fenced.  

 

On all the sites we sponsor for 

inclusion in Living Woodlands, 

we look for a two-cycle agree-

ment between coppice worker 

and owners - typically 14 years. 

We look to FC grants to under-

write coppice restoration with 

local sales of produce to support 

work. We can (and do) raise 

money from other grant sources 

to add to FC grants and have 

supplied items such as charcoal 

kilns and riddles for use on our 

sites. Other sites are "on the 

books", please call to discuss. 

 

Nick Owen BSc MIEEM 

 

Manager,  

Lower Mole Countryside Man-

agement Project 

We have in the past had various arrange-

ments, (with the kind support of West 

Sussex CC and the Lower Mole Project) 

to bulk buy Tenax Deer Fencing. This 

has allowed us to benefit from the bulk-

buying discounts and then pass the prod-

uct on to members at the reduced cost. 

We are trying to establish this again for 

Tenax, which has increased in price dra-

matically in the last year or so. 

Would any members interested in this 

please drop me a line with their expected 

needs at: Jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Also, if there are any other suggestions for 

similar discount opportunities please let 

us know.  

We need all the breaks we can get! 

Lower Mole Project - Living Woodlands 

Bulk Buying Discounts 
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Committee: 

Please feel free to contact us with suggestions for speakers, 

newsletter items, events, opportunities, or issues for discus-

sion:                     

John Sinclair—Chair/Newsletter. 

Jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk  

 

Ian White—Secretary/Treasurer. 

Ian@greenboot.co.uk 

 

Mick Stanton—Shows. 

Fraughtwrought@btinternet.com 

 

Will Wallace—Speakers/Meetings. 

Will@wills-mill.co.uk 

 

Gemma Root—comms/techie stuff. 

Gemma.root@googlemail.com 

 

Philip Hardy— 

Philiphardy.bushcopse@virgin.net 

 

Committee Meeting Dates: 

March 25th 

June 17th 

September 2nd 

 

P L E A S E  S E N D  A N Y  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  

F O R  F U T U R E  N E W S L E T T E R S  T O :  

 

Jadeswood 

51, Nightingale Crescent 

West Horsley 

Surrey. KT24 6PD 

 

Phone: 01483 283 608 

Mob: 07743 16 44 22 

Email: jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk 

From Paul Voddon. 

Stop Press: Yard Break in, 

Shipley, West Sussex 

This message was initially sent out via the 

Google News-group, another valuable if 

sad use of the technology! 

 

I hope that spreading the word further, by 

sending this to other groups and interested 

parties will multiply the eyes and ears on 

the lookout, and remind everyone to be 

vigilant. 

 

This from Will Wallace: 

Just been done over in the yard at Shipley, 

W. Sussex this evening between 5 and 

8.30.  

Distinctive older Ford Transit stolen - 

K926 MOU. Dropside body with Or-

ange Crane behind cab.Two tone 
dark/light blue.  
Please keep eyes open.  

 
Will Wallace - 07899 984 294 

Marketing the group: 

Some time ago we discussed updating the Cop-

pice Group flyer / membership application form. 

 

A draft was presented to the committee last week 

and several improvements have been identified. 

 

We have also looked at and are investigating a 

couple of other things: 

 

An eco-friendly ‘bag for life’ style carrier bag, 

printed up with the Coppice Group logo, website 

and some information. 

 

Postcards with a suitably woody theme on the 

front and space for each member to add their own 

personal contact details on the back. 

 

If  the ideas and designs meet with general ap-

proval, these items would be available to all 

group members at cost price, to help promote 

their businesses. 

 

Any other similar ideas would be welcomed. 


