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Chairman’s Report

If you don’t already know we’re 15 this year so we must be doing something right! However the theme of 
this missive is the constant need to reinvigorate.

Richie has had a batch of celebratory T-shirts printed bearing our logo and the legend ‘Cutting Since the 
Last Millennium’ a must have item for all members and we hope this year’s AGM will be a bit of a 
celebration. This is due in large part to the sound principles and ethics on which the group was founded in 
1997 and I’m hoping we can get some of the founder members to join us for the evening.

Despite the rank weather, life goes on and so does the inexorable march of the seasons. While the seasons 
march on, I stagger from one event to the next in my own shambolic way.  After the Hands on Day 
(reported elsewhere) my mind turns to the next events, in this case the AGM, Bentley, and the Surrey 
Woodfair.

The AGM will be kindly hosted by Buchan C.P. and will be held in their rather splendid new Roundhouse, it 
looks very flammable so we will have to cook at a very safe distance!

There will be a fair amount to discuss at this year’s AGM including a number of people intending to step 
down this year or next and a number of people who have already stepped up and are getting stuck in. The 
fact of the matter is that while the group is in good shape we cannot afford to rest on our laurels and 
getting fresh ideas and perspectives is vital to the ongoing success of the group. I personally intend to 
step down from the position of Chairman in 2013 (unless you want me to go sooner!) and focus on 
something else for a bit, maybe the HOD or links with other groups. I have already had several 
conversations with woodland colleagues from other counties and groups suggesting that some of the 
things we seem to be doing right could be rolled out to neighbouring areas. Maybe that would be a good 
use of my time. I’m open to ideas so feel free to let me know. I just reckon the group will benefit from 
some fresh ideas.

Another area where we need to reinvigorate ourselves is at shows, Bentley in particular, where we were 
the ‘talk of the show’ last year and need to build on that success. To that end our experiment last year of 
upgrading our area was a huge success and we intend to repeat it. This year the idea is to build a ‘Tree-
Bog’ near our area so that we don’t all need to trek down to the show ground to find facilities. A work 
party is being formed to do this and a bit more clearance work on the weekend of 1st & 2nd September. Will 
Wallace, who has previous experience, is co-ordinating efforts so could any volunteers contact him 
directly.

The other thing we need to do for Bentley, now that we have so 
many people and activities, is look at the overall structure. It has 
always been good but we have grown like Topsy and in some 
respects we are in need of a revamp. When I first attended we 
were a group of 7, in the last few years we have topped 30+. Tim 
and Angela Mann highlighted the need last year and what a 
huge difference it made. We should discuss this at the AGM and 
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then, if every one lets Mick Stanton know that they’re coming and what they’ll be doing we can work out 
the best arrangement when we’re up there on the Tree-Bog weekend.

We are fortunate to have Lucy Proctor joining us to help set up and coordinate training courses which will 
free-up Richie’s time to develop courses to deliver. The original idea was that the group should offer and 
promote courses not only within the group but help to develop courses that can be offered to those 
outside the group as an additional money-making activity for the instructor. If you already run courses 
then get in touch with Lucy, if you want to learn some new skill get in touch with Lucy, if you want to 
develop a course to give, get in touch with Lucy. In fact getting in touch with Lucy sounds like a good idea 
all round!

Our other recent and brilliant acquisition is Cat Armstrong our new web-mistress who has taken on this 
job to help out Gemma who has her hands full with Albert and number 2 on the way! We should all be 
sending info, photos, and links to Cat as well as Alan for the newsletter.

Beyond brilliant acquisitions on the committee and the admin we have quite a few new members, some 
from well out of Sussex & Surrey. This is partly the result of the sterling efforts of Dave Rossney and 
Coppice Week which was great again this year, with Sean Hellman’s Fan Birds a particular success. Dave 
again recognises that repeating the same thing too often risks becoming stale and the need to refresh 
events.

If you look at the history of other similar groups we have done well to get to 15 and be in the shape we are 
in. So long as we don’t rest on our laurels I reckon we can have another good party for 21.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the AGM.

Cheers,
John S

Editors Comments:

Thanks to everyone for their articles & contributions to this newsletter, the deadline for next 
edition is 26 October. You can post or email me anything of interest. I'm particularly after old 

photo's of the group & any old tales or documents for a historical piece I'm putting together. Hope 
to see you at the AGM.

Alan Sage
1 Whiston Ave, Bethersden, Kent, TN26 3LA

info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Independent Forestry Panel - Final Report
 The full & final report has now been submitted to the 

government & can be downloaded here: 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/forestrypanel/reports/

Remember that this is only a report & only contains 
proposals & recommendations. It is not legislation & no 

government decisions have yet been made. We will have to 
wait a little longer to see how the government re-act to the 

report & which parts of it (if any) become UK policy.
If you have any views or thoughts on this please feel free to 

raise them at the AGM or in the next newsletter.

http://www.defra.gov.uk/forestrypanel/reports/


Hands on Day

Well, as all those that braved the elements will know, it was a wet and wild weekend this year. In most 
respects the numbers attending were surprising; there was a good quantity, quality, and variety of things 
to do and, in the circumstances a fair amount of people present.

I was particularly pleased to see a considerable number of the newer members turning out. Some that 
deserve a special mention were Viv and Don Cruickshank who were there rope-splicing which I particularly 
enjoyed as it combines the merit of being extremely useful with the blessing of being simple enough even 
for me. Tony Lucas with his steam bending rig was great although his piece de resistance came after he 
had left. While we were busy trying to get the fire going in the roundhouse in an attempt to steam 
ourselves dry, Tony’s pile of waste (which he had carefully and responsibly doused) burst forth into flames 
much to our jealousy! It was also great to see Owen Thomas dropping by during time off from his 
apprenticeship with Mike Abbot and Ruth Wheeler between her numerous childcare commitments. I’m 
sorry to have missed Beth and Mark and their synchronised scything; much more rain and it could have 
been swimming!

Justin Owen and Tony Tyrell attended to the pale making in the sad absence of Peter who sadly died 
earlier this year. He was a craftsman who will be fondly remembered by all of us that met him. A true 
gentleman and all round good guy.

We also had some guests from other groups 
who helped share their skills including Les 
Brannon on the clothes pegs as well as our 
regular auctioneer Peter Jameson this year 
admirably supported not only by Mark Allery 
as clerk but also by Richie and Roger who put 
on a hugely entertaining floor-show under 
the guise of portering and displaying the lots. 
The catering was as usual great, thanks to 
Dave Rossney with not only the regular burgers and sausages at lunchtime 
(this year courtesy of Gill Martin of Garlic Wood Farm) but with several 
different types of Venison, Duck, Pheasant and a great vegetarian Hot Pot 

in the evening. Our thanks to Steve Wright for supplying such a delicious variety.

The evening’s entertainment was provided mainly by the duelling guitars of 
Mark and Carl Armstrong (king of the intro) which gave us a huge variety of 
musical styles to enjoy. I did manage to sing at least a couple of songs that 
were not rude, including a ‘modified’ version of Hotel California. Sorry, just 
couldn’t resist it!

I would like to thank everybody who came because everybody contributed to 
what could have been a disaster, but was actually turned into a success 
through their efforts. I’m continually reminded that when the coppice 
community decides to do something, regardless of the circumstances, it gets 
done and done well.

Just for reference, we have already started the process for next year and decided that the date for the 
HOD in 2013 will be Saturday 6th July.

Thanks, John S.



Coppice Week Review
A new venue, a new set-up, but the familiar and excellent premise of learning. Once again the 
array of talented people running courses was outstanding and not surprisingly mostly fully 
booked. The potential to learn new skills was overwhelming with only my wallet to limit which 
courses to choose. The weather even from the beginning was to say the least slightly inclement, 
with what was going to be the kitchen gazebo being blown over and damaged beyond repair 
during Monday night.

However despite the weather, everybody attending was as usual 
thoroughly enthusiastic and there was lots of friendly banter, 
catching up with friends from afar and general chit chat. Even 
between the courses all of the instructors were freely offering 
advice and hints on their own specialities.
The roundhouse proved to be a haven, a place of rest and endless 
refreshment and at night a place of stories, laughter and perhaps a 
tipple too many. The lovely homely fire provided by a washing 

machine drum was used for cooking, boiling kettles and even at one point had a smoker elevated 
above it complete with Trout and Bambi.
At the end of every course there were smiles all round as people 
were amazed at how well they’d done, learning to make things that 
at first look, seemed so complicated. Skills to take away with them.
Thanks to Dave Rossney for a wonderful week…..could we have 
better weather next year though?
Carl Armstrong

This year’s Coppice Week definitely had a far more ‘chilled out’ feel to 
it without the Earthburn running alongside.  The usual volume of 
hustle and bustle that comes with the many cups of coffee (and/or ale) 
required to manage a week without sleep, was replaced by peace and 
serenity.  Situated in an open area of the Gardens, Rich’s Roundhouse 
was the centre piece and refreshments area, while the courses were 
carried on around it, attracting members of the public to 
stop and ask questions.  The Roundhouse also made for 

an excellent social area in the evenings for those camping on site – thanks Richie!
Gemma Root

Group T Shirts
We now have available, very exclusive & highly fashionable Coppice Group T Shirts with our logo 
on. With the weather we experienced at the Hands On Day, it became our first ever official wet t-

shirt competition !! At only £7 each, stocks won't last long, grab one whilst you can.

Weald Woodfair Work Party

On September 1st & 2nd there will be another woodfair work party, in order to expand the space we have at 
the show as well as installing a compost loo for us to use. If you would like to come along & help out 

please let Will Wallace know in advance.
Tel: 07899894294 Email: willwallacetree@hotmail.com

mailto:willwallacetree@hotmail.com


Alan &  Jo Waters of
WildWood Charcoal & Coppice Products

invite you to

” Char-Fest In The Woods”
11th to 14th August  2012

At our charcoal kiln site in Westdean Woods, West Dean
(o/s map 197 grid ref 859/158)

A demonstration of three different ways to make charcoal spanning a period of 5000 years’. Each burn will 
be conducted by experienced burners from West Sussex, Kent, Dorset and Wiltshire:

The Exeter Mobile Retort
Method:  24hours

13/14 August 

The Traditional Earth Kiln
Method:  72 hours
11/12/13 August 

The Ring-Kiln
Method:  48 hours
11/12/13 August

Come and see how it’s done!  Or, if you wish to participate actively on any of the above burns please send 
a 50% deposit by 1st August based on £20 per person per 24 hour day.

Only 20 places available on site per day. Limited camping available to all participants. Please bring your 
own food, water and tent….  Full details to follow after registration.

Contact: Jo Waters, 53 Warehead Cottages, Halnaker, P018 0NF 
wildwoodcoppice@btinternet.com

Forthcoming Group Shows, Events & Meetings:
If you are attending the AGM please bring with you, a cup, kelly kettle, tilly lamp or torch,  

as we will be in the roundhouse rather than the main centre.
Dates: Times: Event: Venue:
26th July 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting & 

AGM
@ The Roundhouse, Buchan 
Country Park, Horsham 
Road, Crawley, W.Sussex. 
RH11 9HQ

21st to 23rd September 9.30am till 5.00pm Weald Woodfair @ Bentley Wildfowl & Motor 
Museum, Halland, Lewes, 
East Sussex. BN8 5AF

6th & 7th October Surrey Woodfair @ Birtley House, Bramley, 
Guildford, Surrey. GU5 0LB

15th November 7.30pm till 9.30pm Members Meeting @ Buchan Country Park,
Horsham Road, Crawley, 
W.Sussex. RH11 9HQ

For any queries regarding any show(s) please contact Mick Stanton Tel: 01483 810062

mailto:wildwoodcoppice@btinternet.com


Living Woodlands In Action!
I started work as the new Living Woodlands Project Officer in March this year.  The post is funded 
for 12 months, part of a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  I have a broad role; to help bring 
woodlands back into good management and to educate the general public as to why it is 
necessary to selectively fell trees.  As you know there is a lot of work to be done.  England has 
more woodland today than 20 years ago yet woodland birds, butterflies and plants are 
disappearing.  People have not seen woodlands being worked and coppiced within their lifetime 
and there can be a negative line taken towards trees being felled, whatever the reason.  

Living Woodlands is creating new coppiced woodlands with the help of local coppice workers. 
There are 6 woodlands currently under the scheme across Kingston, Elmbridge and Epsom & 
Ewell, with more woodlands soon to come on board.  I have been introducing myself and the 
benefits of the project to new woodland owners.  I have completed the web page, started a blog 
and have begun to organise events to promote the Project aims to the public at large.  On Sunday 
21st October we will host the Living Woodlands Fayre at Horton Country Park, a great opportunity 
to reach a new audience.  I will also be creating new interpretation: site boards and leaflets to 
explain why coppicing is vital to the health of our woodlands.  

Volunteers are assisting with the project.  They are helping to 
resurface paths, enabling coppice workers to access the felled 
timber.  They are also planting trees and installing deer fencing, 
keeping the new growth safe from nibbling.  The volunteers have 
a broader remit and having recently attended a butterfly training 
day, are now surveying the woodlands for butterflies.  They have 
also attended a wood turning demonstration watching a turner 
create beautiful pots and cups out of wood off-cuts and then 
having a go themselves. 

The project was developed by the Lower Mole Countryside Management Project which carries out 
great countryside projects in the North of Surrey.
Please contact: Dawn Fielding, Living Woodlands Project Officer with any further enquiries.
Tel: 01372 743783
Email: dawn.fielding@surreycc.gov.uk
Blog http://livingwoodlands.wordpress.com/ 
Web: http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/environment-housing-and-
planning/countryside/woodlands/living-woodlands 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Living-Woodlands/401850486533011

I look forward to meeting more of the group at future 
events this year,
Dawn Fielding

Living Woodlands Fayre – fun for all the family!
An exciting new event at Horton Country Park will be held on Sunday 21st of October 2012, 11-
4pm.  The Living Woodlands Fayre is aimed at all the family and will feature demonstrations of 
woodland and rural skills, as well as opportunities to get involved. 
The event will be hosted and organised by the Lower Mole Project and is supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund.

Wood Crafts ☻ Bushcraft ☻ Demonstrations ☻ Refreshments ☻ Children’s 
Activities ☻ Storytelling

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Living-Woodlands/401850486533011
mailto:dawn.fielding@surreycc.gov.uk


Website Update

As some of you may already be aware, we have recently roped in a fresh pair of helping hands for some of  
our Website administration.  Cat Armstrong has been a member of the Group, with her other half Carl, for  
a couple of years now and as someone who regularly attends almost, if not, all the Group’s annual Shows  
and Events, she seemed like a prime target to get on board.  Fortunately for us she was all too keen and 
after  an  albeit  brief  training session,  she has  already  uploaded her  first  post  “The Windsors  and The 
Woodsmen” http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/2012/06/29/the-windsors-and-the-woodsmen/  which if 
you’ve had a chance to visit the site recently, was a blinder!!  
If you have any Website queries at this stage, please continue to contact myself in the short term, but 
please do copy Cat on any e-mails.  Members Advert Forms can go straight to Cat to upload, and don’t  
forget, this is your Website, if there is anything relevant you would like featured, subject to approval by the  
Committee, all you have to do is ask!  

See you all at the AGM!
Gemma.

Website Co-Ordinator.

Gemma Root gemma.root@gmail.com 
Catherine Armstrong itsinmaterial@gmail.com 

Other New Web Sites of Interest

A new information site for Lyme disease is now online: http://lymeresearchuk.org/ 
You will also find useful info here about other tick born diseases: http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/

A new website containing photographic records of Scottish Forestry has been launched:
http://forestry-memories.org.uk/

A new web site for wood & machinery sales: http://www.logshed.co.uk/

Forestry Commission & Natural England Updates

Natural England have made some new changes to the Entry Level Stewardship scheme, details can be 
found here:

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/mesme.aspx
The Forestry Commission have released a new document guide on managing deadwood , it can be 

downloaded here:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCPG020.pdf/$FILE/FCPG020.pdf

They have also recently made an alert regarding Ash die back:
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/pest-alert-ash-dieback-2012.pdf/$FILE/pest-alert-ash-dieback-2012.pdf

Reduced VAT  for Energy Saving Materials Under Fire from EU

Currently under Notice 708/6 you are entitled to a reduced VAT rate (5%) for any energy saving 
installations, which includes all the wood boilers/burners, biomass, solar power, wind turbines 

etc...However, the EU have threatened to take the UK to the European Court if it is not dropped, as they 
state it does not comply with EU regulations & contravenes the European VAT Directive.

Link to Notice 708: http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?
_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageVAT_ShowContent&propertyType=document&id=HMCE_CL_000514#P17

_733
Link to EC Press Release: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?

reference=IP/12/676&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/676&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/12/676&format=HTML&aged=0&language=en&guiLanguage=en
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageVAT_ShowContent&propertyType=document&id=HMCE_CL_000514#P17_733
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageVAT_ShowContent&propertyType=document&id=HMCE_CL_000514#P17_733
http://customs.hmrc.gov.uk/channelsPortalWebApp/channelsPortalWebApp.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=pageVAT_ShowContent&propertyType=document&id=HMCE_CL_000514#P17_733
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/pest-alert-ash-dieback-2012.pdf/$FILE/pest-alert-ash-dieback-2012.pdf
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FCPG020.pdf/$FILE/FCPG020.pdf
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/mesme.aspx
http://www.logshed.co.uk/
http://forestry-memories.org.uk/
http://www.lymediseaseaction.org.uk/
http://lymeresearchuk.org/
mailto:itsinmaterial@gmail.com
mailto:gemma.root@gmail.com
http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/2012/06/29/the-windsors-and-the-woodsmen/


Courses Update

Firstly, to introduce myself, I'm Lucy Proctor. I work for the National Trust at Winkworth Arboretum but 
I'm soon to be a Lengths-person on The Wey Navigation. I have worked previously as an Assistant Ranger 
with  Waverley  Borough  Council  &  before  that  I  worked  for  an  Accountant.  The  latter  job  was  the 
persuading factor in me deciding to change my career to one in an outdoors/countryside industry. So here  
I am!
Through various contacts I have become involved in the Coppice Group and my current capacity is ‘Course  
Co-ordinator’. In this role I am going to be assisting the group going forward in promoting our skills & 
spreading our knowledge. My main remit is to organise courses, promote them & get them fully booked.  
The idea is that members will be able to book on these courses for a subsidised rate & non-members will  
hopefully  join  for  this  reason.  Members  tutoring  the  courses  will  of  course  be  paid  for  their  time  & 
services.
For those who are familiar with running courses, I hope to catch up in more detail at the AGM to discuss  
what courses you would like run in the future. For those who have not run courses before but would like  
to, please grab me at the meeting so we can discuss how to get going. In order to run a course, you will  
need your skill (spoon carving/pole lathing/basket making etc) & potentially patience on the day. I am able 
to arrange the finer details such as venues, advertising & bookings.
For members who don’t fancy running a course but are interested in getting some more knowledge &  
skills, please contact me if you have in mind any particular course you would like to attend. If it’s a case of  
asking around and finding someone with that skill, be it within our coppice group or another one, it can be 
done! Keep an eye out in the groups newsletter for details of up and coming courses. In the mean time, 
also keep an eye out for an email coming around regarding running and attending courses!

Hope to see you all at the AGM at Buchan Country Park on 26th July!

Lucy Proctor

Woods Needing Woodsman:
Polesden Lacey, near Dorking, Surrey.

660 acres of woodland, that could support several Coppice workers.
The National Trust are looking to help & assist in any way they can.

Contact: Andy Goodwin to arrange a viewing.
Email: andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk

Petworth area.
Hazel coppice, some in rotation, some over stood available for cutting. Please contact head forester Neil 

Humphris.
Tel: 01798342502 or 07768618565

Email: neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk

Woodsman Needing Woods:
Sparrow Hatch Forestry require standing coppice to cut anywhere in the south east area, on short or long 

term agreement. Any species required but would prefer Sweet Chestnut, Ash or Hornbeam either in 
rotation or over stood. Fully qualified & insured with 5+ years experience.

Contact: David Abbott
Tel: 07896 036 437 

Email: david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk 

If you wish to list yourself, or your wood, you can either contact Alan Sage (info@ajscrafts.co.uk) or  
download the form off of our web site: http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/

http://coppicegroup.wordpress.com/downloads/
mailto:david.abbott@sparrowhatchforestry.co.uk
mailto:neil@leconfieldestates.co.uk
mailto:andy.goodwin@nationaltrust.org.uk


Your Committee:
John Sinclair
Ian White
Mick Stanton
Will Wallace
Gemma Root
Catherine Armstrong
Alan Sage
Roger Day
Lucy Proctor
Richie Hobbs

Chairman
Secretary & Treasurer
Shows
Merchandising & Discounts
Website Development
Website Assistant
Newsletter Editor
Innovation & Development
Courses Co-Ordinator
Course Development

jadeswood@tiscali.co.uk
ian@greenboot.co.uk
fraughtwrought@btinternet.com
willwallacetree@hotmail.com
gemma.root@googlemail.com
itsinmaterial@gmail.com
info@ajscrafts.co.uk
rogerdaysculptor@hotmail.co.uk
lucymarie267@googlemail.com
richard@circusbox.co.uk

01483283608
01256397919
01483810062
07899894294
07732711173

01233820461
07743047209 

07731914989

Please do feel free to contact your committee regarding any matter(s) or if you have any comments 
or suggestions to help the group to continue to move forward. As our constitution states, at the 
AGM the current committee will be standing down, before votes for re-election are taken. So if you 
wish to join the committee & be elected, please do let one us know.

Members Free Ads:
To place a free ad, simply email me your text & photo: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

Froe Heads For Sale:
British made froe heads, fully welded, in a range of 
sizes. All blades approx 8mm thick by 50mm deep 
steel. Inner diameter of eye is 35mm, screw fixing 
hole for handle provided. Can be posted or collected.
Extra Large -13.5 inches (34 cm) £18
Large - 11 inches (28 cm) £16.50
Medium - 8.5 inches (22 cm) £15.00
Small - 6 inches (15 cm) £13.50
Set of all four - £55.00
Contact: Leo Bjorkegren
Email: lbjorkegren@gmail.com

Roofing Material Wanted:
If anyone has any old or new corrugated tin or any 
similar roofing material available in any condition, 
please let me know. I Can Collect, Cash Waiting.
Contact: Alan Sage
Tel: 01233820461
Email: info@ajscrafts.co.uk

View Members Business Ads Online:
www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com/products-services/

www.coppicegroup.wordpress.com
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